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AND IRRELIGION, 


. CHAD-I 
That there © a Gap: aud that he ought tobe worſhippede 


Theiſme 2nd Irreligion was -euer 
nOdious even among the Hearhen 
theimſelues : infomuch as rhat Pro- 
tagora:, tor that he doubted whes 
ther there were any God or no, 
was by the Athenians bani ſhed 
out of their countrey, Diagoras 
_ 'S EZ was ſuch a notorious Infidell, that 
be heid there was no GOD; him, and all ſuch like A- 
rh-i[ts che very Heathens haue abhorred aad deteited, 
as —_ like rude beaſts , then reaſonabie men: for 
Cicero, & the Heathen Philoſopher doth condemne them 
211, and ſurcher faith , 
{o ſavage, or people Px barbarons , but alwases confeſſed 
there was a God :- whereunto they were led euen by -the 
{ight of nature, and naturall inſtinR, For , the very ſame is 


GODS ARROVV 
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that there wis menuer any Nation jc. 
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corfirmed by the common vſe of all Heathers, i inliftiog vp 
thcir eyes and hands ro heauen,in any ſudd en diftrefle that rerun ,426- 
commeth vpon them. Yea, by experience of 2!l 1g25ithath we. 


beene prooued that / Atheiſis themlſelues, chatis,luch as in 
their health aid proſperity , for more libercy of fianiog, 
would ftrjue againſt the being of a Goc, wan they ca:ne 
20 dic or fall into great miſery, they of all other would 
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k onzca libo1, de Te themſclues moſt fearefull of this Godzas Sexeca him- 

Fs  felfdeclareth:infomuch as 'Z2xo the Philoſopher was wont 

3. Ag to fay'thatir ſeemed. to Higy amore ſubfſtantiall proofe of 

onfeſſion 0n4 this matter ,: to heare an-Atheilt at his dying day, preach 

| —_—_ God{when he acked God'e# all the world forgi wenes)then to 

4 i ; heare all the Philoſophersja the world diſpute the point : 

: for,thar at this inſtant.of death & miſery;iris like that ſach 

do ſpeak in earneſt & ſobriety'of ſpirit, who before intheir 

= wantonnes impugned God. lt is remembred of Caiizs Catia 

Sucton.in calig. g#ld(char wicked and inceſtuous Emperour) that he was a 

"2-51. Dion.in notable ſcatter and/contemner of God , and made no rec- 

Caligula, © Koning of any other to be God but himlelfe ; yet this abo- 

: minable and wicked Atheiſt, , as God left him not vnpuni. 
ſhed(for by his juſt iydgement he was ſlaine by ſome of his 
own officees:)ſo-whileſt he lived, he was wont(as the Hiſto- 

--> .* Hjographers report of him ) at the terrible chundering and 
+” Hghthing,not onely to coucr his head, but alſo to get him- 
Sg ſelfe vnder his bed, and there ro hide himſelfe for feare, 

_ .-*, Whente,I pray you,came this feare'vpon him ; but that his 
one Tonſciencedid tell him'({ howſoeuer .in words pers 
chance he would not affirme ſo much)that there was a God 
in heaue,able to quaile & caſt down his pride & all theem: 
perours of the world,if he liſted, whoſethunderbolts were 
ſo terrible,as that juſtly by hisownexample he ſhewed, he 
was to be feared of allthe world? And hereof jr is that ſome 
ſay,tbat Godis. called Dez, of the Greeke word Theos, 
which fignifieth feare , becauſe the feare of him is planted 

- and ingraffed in the very natures and conſcience-of all rea- 
| fonablecreatures,yea'euen'iv-the conſcience ofthe greateſt - 
contemners,and rankeſt Atheiſts of the'world + who, ſay 
whar they liſt, and do what they liſt, yer ſhall they neuer be 
able to roote out thisimpreſſion : namely, - that there isa 
. God;whole feare is ingrauen inthe hearts of all men, And 
.. whence, Ipray you;cometh ſhame-in men after an offence 
committed:Or why ſhould men(by naturall inſtin&) pur a 

Biff $ ayy difference berweene vertueand vice,goodand evuill, if there 

conſcience of Were not 2 God, . who becauſe he loued the one, & hated 

geedaudevill, the other,hath written that difference in euery mans heart? 


Therefore 


Goar eArrowngainBg thc s. 3 
Therefore canelude,.;that eucry,mans kgowledge, conſci. 
ence,and feeling, is in ſteadof a thouſand witneſſes ro con- 
vince him whoſocuer he be,). that there is -aGod which is 
to be feared, which hateth jpiquity and. wicked waies, and 
which intime of trouble and.deep diftreſle is to be ſought 


vnto for refuge and reliefe,as the ates afthe yeryNeathen i» We 
themſelues do plainly demonſtrate. _ ..-1 1. 
2, Morcouer,as Ggd is to be felc ſenfibly in cuery mans 5. Lyre. 13% 


conſcience,ſo is he tobe ſcene viſibly (if I may ſo ſpeake)in 7b Creation of /{ is 
checreation-ofthe world,& of all chings therein contained; * world. ' I's 
for that this world had a beginning, all-the excellent Phi- '; 48 
loſophers that euer were, haue agreed,except, Arifotle for j7;0e Plutarch, |; * I 
a time, who held a fancy,that this world hadno beginning, de placie.philep. *. ; 
but was fromall eternitie:but at laſtin his old age, hecon» #i9t.1b.8 \ T- 
fcſſed and held the contrary,in bis booke De mundo, which {f*-55-8.dej au 
. — Mus mundo,e&r vide WL6 
he wrote to King Alexander(which booke [ufiin Martyr ppiin.tbde + "ou 


eſteemed greatly,and called it the Epitome of all Ar:/otl/es munds. 
true Phyloſopby.)This chen being fo, that the world had a 1»ſin.in 
beginning, it muſt needs follow, that it had an efficient 4%: 
cauſe or maker thereof, I demaund then who it- was thac 
made it? If you ſay it made it ſc1f,ic is abſurd:for how could 
it make it ſelfe before it ſeife was made,and when it had no 
being at al?If you fay that ſomthing within the world made 
the world, chat is,that ſome one part of the world made the 
whole,that is more abſard:for itis as much as if a mi ſhold 
fay,that the finger(and this before it was a finger or part of 
the body)did make the whole body, Wherefore it may be 
conuinced by force of this argument (which is plainely de- 
monſtratiue)that a greater and more excellent thing then is 
the whole world put together; yea, that ſomething which 
-was before heauen & earth were made, was & muſt needs 
bethe maker and framer of this world: and this can be no- 
thing elſe bur God the (reator of all things, who was before 
all his Crearwres,8& is termed in-the ſacred writings, Alpha £2 
and Omega,the firſt and he laſt : for that he only was withe Us; 
out beginning himſelfe, and {hall be and remaine without be 
ending.For he is eternall,being the Primus Xotor, andthe 
oaly Almighty Creator of all things.So'true is it which Row! 
p A 4 t! 
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the Apoſtle dothteſtifie, when he ſaith , ehar che inuifh1e 
things of God, (chat is,44 eternall power and dinine Eſſence) 
are ſeene perfeltly in the creation of the world, bring percei- 
wed by his works which he hath made; If therfore men would 
but caſt yp their eyesto heauen,& from thence look down 
againe vponche earth, and ſo behold the excellent beauty 
and building of this world , they cannot be fo (ottiſh or - 
dull conceited, but-they muſt know there was and is a God 
which wasthe maker of them, and be moued in ſome ſort 
to glotific ſo incomparable and excellent a Creator, Yes, 
the Poets and others kaue affirmed of God, that he is Pater 
homzuumche Father of-men-, to ſhew that men haue their 
originall andcreation from him ; ſo that if we ſhould draw 
ourecycs from the beholding of the great world, and conſt» 
der but Man ( who for his beauty and excellency is called 
in Greeke microcoſmes, the little world ) ill we ſhall be 
enforced toacknowledpge God the Author of ys, the Fa- 
| then and Creator of vs. So true is that which Pax! the-Apo- 
At.1729: flle-noteth our of the Potet Ararm,; which ſaith, that Zims 
progenies ſumus;We are the iſſue orof-ſpring of God. And 
as true it is, which he farther-ſaith in chat place, that 5» hims 
we line, moxe and haxe our being. And therefore we owe all 
dutifull obedience- and ſubicttion vnro him , whicl-duty 
and nature commands vs to performe in regard of our 
creation. For the ſonne honoureth his father by narurall du. 
ty,and all men are-naturslly carried tobe grarefulltotheir 
founders to whom they are ſpecially-bound , and whom 
they ought not to forget, neither will, except they -be ex 
treame vnthankefull and diflotute: 
3- Netonly the creation of the world, and of all things 
6, 1g thereincontained, doth proclaime that there.is a God, who 
YH is robe honoured for his infinite extended authority and 
almighty power ( for he made all things of nothing, onely 
he ſpake the word; and they were: created ) but his daily 
"BMP bleſſings and benefits ſent downe ypon the earth, do ſhew 
| - oak of God alſo there 154 God, which is prouident, and hath care of 
1 ' men, and therefore of mento be praiſed; thanked, and 
Genut, glorified for cuer.) For true it is which Saint Pal ow 
| | this 


\ om, 1,30. 
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this behalfe, that God /eft not bimſelfe without witues, when 
hs» beffowed benefits from heancn, gining vuto vs raine aud EIS: 
ſeaſonable wenther, and filling onr hearts with meat glad- 1 
16s, By means of theſe & all ocher his bleſſings, mzn migat, Vo) 
and ſtill may daily bee induced not onely ror belzeue that 4 
there is a God fcomwhom they recciue all chefe*, bur aiſo Y| # 
; 


to acknowledge and” attribute all praiſe and thankſgiuing 
ynto him,as to their firſt principalland ſpeciall bencfaRor. i 4 
For the Oxe doth know his owner, and the Aﬀe his Miſter, 
feeder, and maintainer, And therefore how can it be bue + 48 
reaſonable men ſhould much more know God, not onely. El: | 
their firſt founder and Creator, bur their daily feeder, pre- "i 
ſeruer,keeperand ypholder? For ſo oft as they thinke vpor 

theſe things, and ſee andhaue theny, they cannot chuſe bur 

be put in-minde of God the ſender and Author of themall, 

and be moued with a gratefull minde towards bim 2: And 

hereof is it that he is called Dems, a dando, Of gining + And 

in Engliſh we call God qua/ſ/good, becauſe he is onely and | 
perfectly good of himſzlfe alone,and the giuer of all good. Mat.19. 17, 
nefſe,and of all good gifts and bleffings vato others ; from rt L7: 
whom;as from the fountaine , all benefits wharſocuer doe TENG 
come,defcend,flow, and be dertued vnto them, 

4. I might heere ſhew how God is alſo knowne tothe 7, ze. 
world by bis iudgements vpon wicked and ynrighteous The iudgements: 
people, whom divers times he maketh viſible examples of 7 G9% ; 
his ſeueritie and juſtice (if men did well confider them: ) 90K 5:9 

' for hereby alſo hath God manifelted himſelfe, as Pau! the T1 x 
Apoflle teacheth. Theſe premiſes, I cruſt, may ſuffice, (if + 
there were no more tobe ſaid-) for by them we maycaſily + es * 
ſee 8 proue, that there is a God which created the world, 
and all things-therein ; which preferuech and vpholderh ; 1 
the ſame with his mighty puiſſance, ſupporteth the earth, oy | (7 
and olbthe creatures thereof with his prouidence and hel- * ef. 
ping hand, Yea, befide the Heauens and the Earth, which 
are the worke of tis hands, euery mans owne conſcience | 
doth plentifully reach ( «5 I ſaid before rhar there » a God, BE. 
which 11 ts be ſeared, For how{ocuer many a man that hath | 
ſpent his life in a wicked way, and moft damnable courſe, 
could 


Pſal.14,1- 
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could wiſh in his heart there were no God, becauſe he ſeeth 
God no otherwiſe then in his vengeance : yea, howſoecuer 
many -a wicked perſon doth ſooth himſelte in his wicked« 
nefſe, and flatteringly ſay voto himſelfe ( like the foole in 


- the Plalmes) There ts no God ; yetat other times his owne 


conſcience will ſo prouoke him, and enforce this matter, 
(that there is a God) that with horror & aread of him, is will 
make him quake,feare and tremble: for the feare of him is 


-ſodeepely printed in the natures of all men, as that it is im- 
poſſible to:ſhake it off, 'And(which is more) a kinde of de- 
-uotion to worſhip him, being the Creator and preſeruerof 


men, and ofall things elſe, and theprouident father ef all, 


.is planted, and inſeparably fixed in che,hearts of all men: 


though all men of all Nations krow not how-to worſhip 
-him aright, 8 inſuch ſort as he requireth. This is manifeſt 
by the examples of all Nations and peoplein the world, 
who eli haue ſome one kinde of religion or other, though 
all finde not the right religion. All be deuoted to the wor. 
ſhip of God, howlſoecuer all donor finde out the true-God, 


- nor his right manner of worſhip, -but worſhip him accor- 


ding tothe deuices of their owne braine. Conſidering then 
that there is no Nation vnder the Sunne ſo barbarous ( nor 
cuer was) butaimed at the worſhip of God, and either 
worſhipped him,or ſomeihingelſe in his place: ic appea- 
xeth tobe a moſt vaineand fooliſh conceit which Atheiſts 
ſometime vtter ;znamely, that religion is nothing elſe but 
a matter of policy,or a politicke deuice of humane inuen- 
tion : for itiseuident, that religious affeRion.40 worthip 
God is naturally ſeated (and euer was ) in the bearts of all 
men : andthe conſcience of cuery man, cucn of the greateſt 
{corner and contemner -of Gad , which ſometimes trem= 
bleth before his iudgement ſeare, doth abugdantly teſtifie, 
that a xeligious deuotion of feare towards God is ' bred 
and borne with euery man, and thereforeit cannotbe any 
policy of humane inuention : in as much as. if there were 
no lawes of men , yet this religious affeion ro worſhip 
God,and the fears of him, would and doth remaine wiit- 
ten by the finger of God, in the hearts and conſciences of 

| - all 
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allmen living, how rude, ſavage or barbazous ſoeuer they 
be:What law of men, I pray,was there, ro wake Calizzls 
the Emperour , when he heard the terrible thundering in 
the aire , and ſaw the flaſhing flames of lightening about 
him,to run vader bis bed, and to hide himſelfe for feare of 
this terrible and great God ? Or what maketh the rankeſt 
Atheiſt inthe world inthe like caſe,8& atthe like cempeRt, 
eo doethe like? Or what madethe Heathen in any dange- 
rous or ſudden diſtreſſe tolift yp their eies or hands to hea- 
uen, mightily to feare and to be aſtoniſhed 2 Nonecan {ay 
it isthelaw of men, for nolaw of men doth inforce this ats 
tempt.But it is a natural inſtinR of the feare of God,(whom 
he hath offended, and whoſe vengeance he dreadech, and 
| from whom he thinketh ſuccour may come ) ſeated in al 
mens hearts cuenfromtheir Natiuity , which doth make 
him to feare,and cauſe him to feeke to God for refuge, Ler 
this therefore remaine firme and moſt yndoubted, That the 
feare of the great God, aud areligions diſpoſition to worſhip 
the ſame God, 14 not enforsed by the lawes of men , but natu- 
rally ſownet#n the hearts of a7 men, though all finde not our, 
nor obſerue the right religion. Let vs therefore now. ſceke 
and fearch out which is The erae religion, which is accep= 
table to God, and which without wauering and doubting 
is to be obſerued of men, For all Nations and people haue 
« kinde of religion ( 231 ſaid before ) bur all haue not che 
true and right religion. 


CHAP. II. 
Wherein, and in the next Chapter, u fjewed that the Chri« 


Tian Religion,ts the onely true Religion in the world,and 


wherewith onely Gd 5s pleaſed, 


N ancient times all the world was divided 
and diftinguiſhed ipto Jewes,; and Gentiles; 


@ and this diſtinction doth, and may {till re. 

E 7 maine among vs : if therefore I can proue the 

Sopte» truth of this our Chriſtian. Religion againſt 

both ſewes, & Genciles,I ſhal then prooue it againſt al 5 
OW =. world, - 


E 


7 
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world. Jn this/Chapter I will firſt prooue jt againſt the 
Jewes , and inthe next sgainſt the Gentiles. Concerning 
proved to be the the lewes,they wil cafily grant our Religion to be the true 
erue religion a> Religion , if we can prooue Jeſus Chrilt ( whom we be- 
| gainſitbe1:w2s: Jeeve to be that 2fe)/tas which was foretold by their Pro- 
| Secauſe Chris Lhets , being the true and vndoubted Prophets of GOD. 


cbrifliz religion 


he Meſinh, Andthis we are ſure -may eaſily be prooved-: and there» 
fore in-vaine doc the Iewes looke for any-other Ieſſ3ac, 
then he that ts already come, namely, Teſiu Chriſt our Me. 
aiatour,Sauionr,and Redeemer, inwhom God his Father 5s 
well pleaſed, and for whoſe [ahe (if we beleenein him ) be will 
wot be offended with vs but be reconciledto vs, and ſane vt. 
Whatſocuer was fcrerold cobelong vnto their Xeſſias, is 
Chriſt the trae Fly performed, -and perfeAly accompliſhed in our Ieſus 
\ __ 7 Chriſt, andinnoother: and therefore our Ieſus was,and-is 
genera v . 

and maine argy- tbe true Meſſi45,and no other, Let ys herein confider the 
Ment. markes of the Mefſtas, whereby he might be knowne:and 
ſoſhall we ſee that our Saujour Ieſus Chriſt.is the only.true 

Meſſras,and none but he. 
x. One marke fer ys to know the Ieſſias by,is,that when 
Plal.r.8.22, he.came, heſhould notbe knowne or acknozledged to 
ard - be the MMefſias, but ſhould be reieted and refuſed ofthe 
Efay 55s. Jewiſh Nation, totheend he might bee put to death a- 
Eſay.$3- mongſtrthem, according to the fore- appointment and dee 
Dan 9 terminate-counſell of God : for had they receiued him for 
9 fr prot : the Meffias,they would never haue vicd himJofbamefu). 
the Meſſ,cs, 1y 28 they did,neither ſhould he then haue beene flaine a- 
movgſt them, as was foretold he ſhould, This then being 
onemarke ofthe Afeſſas, that he ſhoutd be refuſed for 
the Afeſſias of the Iewiſh Nation, and of the chiefeRt rulers 
amongſt them, js a great confirmation of our faith, in 25 
much asit is found fully performed inour Saujour Teſus 
Chriſt, whom they ſcorned, reiefted, condemned, and put 
to death. And therefore, ifthe Iewiſh Nation had recei- 
ued our Teſus for the Ieſſtas , ir had beene an vndoubted 
argument that he had not beene the right CHeſſras; fo on 
the other ſide becauſe they did refuſe him, itis a very 
ſtrong perſwalion to vs, that he was, andis the yery true 
| | AMeſſia® 


Godr Arvow agaief \{rheiFs. D 
Mecſſrar indeed, Tnivaine therefore it is,if any do Tooke for 
- ſucha Meſſiza8 ſhould be wholly receiued of the Iewiſh 
' Nation; for none ſuch was promiſed, yea it was foretold 1 

(contrariwiſe) that he ſhould bee refuſed of them, as our 7 

"Tefus was: that ſo he might be made an offering for finne, 1. 

according tothe preordination of God. gt. | Wy 
| 


2. It was foretold ofthe MMefſ545 that he ſhould be borne 1 24ary cther 4 Fi 
of a Virgin,Eſay.7.14. That the place of his birth ſhould 2 particular wÞt: þ 
bee Bethlem, Mich.5.z. Thar at his birth all the Infants 3 #ofes. ' 28) 
round about Bethlem ſhould be flaine for his ſake, Ter.3 r. 4 
15. That the Kings of the earth ſhould-come and adore F #0 |; 
him, and offer gold and other gifts vnto him, Pſal.72.10, #:. 
That he ſhould be preſented in the Temple of Teruſalem, 28 
for the greater glory of the ſecond Temple, Mal.3.1.That 5 
hee ſhould flie Bito Þ 


- + 
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20 ors: Efay!; $313, That they, ſhould giue him Vinegar to. 
drinke, diaide his apparell, 'and caſt lots for his vpper gar-' 
21 ment:Pſal.-68.32,and Pal. 22,11. Thbatthe manner, of his 
death ſhould:be-crucifixion,that is, nailing of bis hands.and 
22 his feet yntthe Crofle': Plal.. 22.16, Zach.r 2. That bis 
fide ſhould be pierced.&;rhat they ſhould look vpon him, 
..23 when they hadiſo pierced him? Zach. 12, That be ſhould 
. riſe againe from death the third day; Pal. 26.10, Hof,s. 3. 
24 That he ſhonld aſcend into heauen, 8& fit at the rigbthand 
of his father (in glory and royalcie, and like a conquering 
; potentate oucr-ruling all.) Pſal.310.1.2, All theſe things 
and whatſocuer elſe belonging tothe Z/efſas, are found. 
perfeRtly fulfilled ,in Telus Chrift, and in, no other, And 
- therefore he alone and-no other is theerue eſfiage - :; .. 
© ..3« ;Hitherro/haue'l ſpoken, of ſuch circumſtances and ac- 
_ cidents as did beleng vnto the £Heſſias,concerning higin- 
- carnation,bircb, life,deatb;buriall,reſurreRion., and aſcens' 
” fietzinto heauen,and there fitting at the right hapd-of his 
Father : and alſo of his. reie&ion by the Jewes;and Jewiſh 
Nation: which things albeit they be very wonderfull, and 
ſufficient to cfablith any mans beleefe in Chriſt Ieſus.our 
Lord, in whomonly they are found faithfully fulfilled: yer 
if we ſhall. confider withall, bz time of the Meffias his ap- 
pearing ,&' when he ſhall come into the world , our faith 
" * will be ſo muchthe more confirmed rowards him. 


S Pan. 239. 44- . | — . . . 
WL other re Daniel! the Prophet of God who liued in the time of the 


" / ment fromthe fixſt Manarchy(forerold that there ſhould berhree Monar. 


timeof Chriſls Cchics more, and the laſt of theſe foure Monarchies greateſt 


comming. of all : -Andthatin the daies of this fourth.and-laſt Monar- 
_ chy (which was the Romane Monarchy or Empire) the 
etcrnall King or 2Zeſſ;as ſhould come, and: build yp Gods 
kingdome throughouc. all the warld. And this happened 
. accordingly - for Icſus.came,and was borne in the fourth 
_. Monarchy (which was the Romane) namely,in the daies of 
' Augnſitu the Romane)Emperour, 

ſtrictly to the matrer.. 


. -. The Temple of Jern 
ded rwice:firſt by Kin 


= 


of Babylon, wherefore about 7c. yeares after , it was buil- 
ded againe by Zorobabel, -whoreduced the ewes from 
their Captivity. Bur this ſecond Temple, for pompe and 
riches of the materiall building, was nothing like vnto the 


fire, which the old men 1n the booke of Z/aras doe teffitie 1 Eſtras,, 
by their weeping, when they ſaw this ſecond and remem- Agge 2." 
bred the firſt )(and which Aggexs the Prophet doth expreſ- DBBEe2.5, Cope 
ly teſlifie.) Andyet faich God byhis Prophet Aggens in Ph: 


the ſame place;that after a while, the'Deffred of all Nations 
ſhall come,and then ſhould that ſecond honſe or Temple be fil- 
ted with glory, and that greater ſhould bee the glory of this 
laft houſe,then of the firt: _ —_— was tulfilled 
by the comming of our SauiourTetus Chriſt joto this ſe- 
cond Temple:which being perſonally done, was of far grea- 
ter dignity, and more glory thereunto, then any dignity 
whatſoever was found in che firſt temple builded by Sa/o- 
904, It is therefore manifeſt that the Deſired of all Na- 


rions,thar is,the Meſſias ſhonld comev.hiltthe ſecond Tem- Dan,e.z6, 


ple ſtood, And ſo doth Daniel aiſo ſhew that the ſecond 
Temple after the building thereof ) ſhould not be de- 
firoyed vntill the ef.25 were firſt come and flaine, And . 


CHalachithe Prophes dothalſo molt plainly teltifie that Mal 3.1. 


hee ſhould come during the fecond Temple. And fo indeed 
hee did : for Chriſt Te(#s came intothe world during that 
ſecond Temple,and did himſclfe hkewile foretcl the deſtru. 
Qion thereof, ere that generation paſſed, whichcame to 
paſſe accordingly : for it was deſtroyed about 46. yeares 
after the aſcenſion of our Sauiour into heaven, by Tires 
ſonne to Vefpaſian the Romane Emperour. Moſt vainely 
therefore doe the Tewes or any other expe for a 1eſſras 
co come,afterthar deſtruRion of the ſecond Temple. 

Let vs yet moreouer eonfider the Propheſie of 01de [4- 
ob concerning the particular tirre of the CMefſias his ap- 
pearing: Comehither my children (faith he) that 1 may tcl 


Jon the things that are to happen inthe latter dares, &c: The Gen48. 


ſeepter ſhall not depart from Indab vntil Shilo come,which i 
the expeflationof the Genriles.By Shilo is meant the 4efrus 
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yeeres,and then was deſtroyed by A ebnchadnenn;r Kir g. 


i 4 4 
Ti, 
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{as both Iewes and Chriſtians expound it. ) This prophe- 

fie ſo long foretold , was performed at che Birth of. Ieſys 

Chriſt, in-the dayes. of Hered King of Iurie. For from the 

time:thar-the Scepter. was giuen to King Daxid, (who was 

the firſt, King of the:Tribeof /adah) it:did not depart from 
that Tribe , . hut remained /alwayes init vntill the dayes df 

King Herod; in whoſe time, and not-yntill whoſe time, all 

- goucrnnevt wastaken away, &.cleane; departed from the 

'* Tribe of Zu@xb;and cotnmitted to a ftranger : and therefore 

inthe rime of FHorod was:the Aeſſias tobe borne, and 

neither before nor after. his time. Thar the ſcepter or go- 

ucrnment was notgleane taken away,or departed from the 

houſe of [ndab,(after ir was once (etled in it, in the-perſon 

of King Dawdjcuen till-chedaies of Herod che king, is eui- 

dent:for from Dawid(who was the firft King of tha Tribe) 

wo vnto Zedechias that. died in the Capriuity of Babylon, the 

Scripture ſheweth how allthe Kings deſcended of the 

bouſc of /ud«h: Avd during the gime of their captivity in 

Babylon ( which was ſeuenty yecres )) the Iewes were al- 

| AM waies permitted to chuſe vnto themſelues agouernour of 
 Sambedcap. the houſe of /waab (whom they called Reſchgatnta.) And 

* Dineb Man” after their deliuerie from Babylon, Zarobabel was their go- 
_ ., _ uerncur ofthe ſametribe,and ſo others after him vacil you 

ab, Moſes. ; | 

Egypt inprefat come to the Afacabres, who were both gouernours and 
' Maimexim.E(d. Prieſts ; for that they were of the mothers ſide ofthe tribe 
. bHb.n.cap.1. 2.3- of {adah, and by the fathers ſide of the Tribe of Lens, ( as 

_ 1 62p- Rabbs Kimhs affirmeth) and ſo from theſe men downe to 
manga Hircaxzas King of = , Who was the laſt King which was 
22jh.tib13 &+, lineally deſcended of the houſe of Dard, and of the rribe 
14 Antiiq. of 1udahb, 

For after -Hsrcanms , came the afore-named Herod, a 
meere ſtranger, whoſe father (as /o/ephns, who well knew, 
reporteth) was called A4vtipater, and came out of Idumaa: 
he came into acquaimaince and fauour with the Romaines 
partly by his ſaid fathars meanes (who was,.... as Je/ephns 
ſaith, a well monyed man, induficious.,, and faRipus) and 
pattlyby his owne-duligenceandambuion, being of him- 
{clte both witty,beautitull, and of moſt excellenc and rare 

| WOTRES VER qualities 
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qualities,by which commendations hee came at length to 
marry the daughter of Fircannsaforeſaid, King of Iewrie, 
and by this marriage obtained of his father in lay to bee 
chief gouernour and ruler of the Province and land of Ga« 
lile vnder bim.But Hircanss afterwards in a battel againſt 
the Parthians,fell into their hands, and yas taken and car- 
ried priſoner into Parthia, 

Herod chen tooke bis iourney to Rome,and there he ob- 
tained to be created King of Iury, without any title or in- 
cereſt in the world:for that not only his father in law, Hir- 
canus,was then lining in Parthia;bur alſo his younger bro- 
ther Ariſio5nlns, ard three of bis ſonnes , viz( Antigonns, 
Alexander, Ariflobalus)with diuers ethers of the bloud 
Royall in Iewry were aliue alſo, | 


Herod then hauing procured by this meanes to be King H2ſeph.tib, 15. 
of Iurie, procured firſt to haue in his hands the King Hr. 4#19- 


canas, and ſo puthimtodeath, Hee brought alſo to the 
ſame end his younger brother Arifobalns, and his three 
ſonnes likewiſe, He put to death alſo hjs owne wife CI/a- 
riamnes, which was King Hircanys daughter,as alſo Alcx- 
andra her mother,and ſoone after two of his owne ſonnes 
which head by the ſame Aſariamnes , for that they were 
of the bloud Royall of Juda : and alittle after rhat againe, 
he putto death his third ſon, named eL»ripater. He cauſed 
alſo to bee flaine fortie of the chicfeſt Noble men of the 
ſame tribe of Indah, And as Phz/o the Tew ( who liucd at 


the ſame time with him ) writeth , Hee put to death all the Fhilo.(ih.de 
Sauhearin; that is,the twenty ſeuen Serators or Elders of 1+ 


the Tribe of Indah that ruleth the people, He kild the chief 
of the ſect of the Pharifies, Hee burned the genealogies of 
all the Kings and Princes of the honſe of Indah, and cauſed 
one Nicolaus Damaſcenns , an Hiſtoriographer, that was 
his ſeruant, ro draw out a pedepgree for him and his line, 
as though he had deſcended from the ancient Kings of Iu- 
dah. Hee tranſlated the Prieſthood and- ſold it to ſiran- 
gers, And finally, he ſoraz29, diſperſed and mangled the 
houſe of Tudah, in ſuch ſors, as no oze rot of gowernment or 


principality remained therein,Now then inthe daics ofthis 
FRET  -- O_ 
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King Herod, and not tillthen was the Sceprer, that is, the 
gouernitent departed from Judah ; and therfore then,and 
not till then,was the Mefſtas to appeare, according to that 

rophecie of 7acob, and ſoit came to paſfe accordingly:for 
Chriſt Icſus the true and vndoubred Meffias was then 
borne, viz.in the time of Herod King of Iewrie. In vaine 
therfore doc the Tewes,or any other, looke for any other 
Meſlias to come after the daies of that Herod, in whoſe 
time(and not before) was the Scepter and all principalitie 
aad goyernment departed vtterly fromthe houſe of Iudah: 
and cherfore in- his time, and neither before nor after, was 
the Meffias toappeare and come, according to [acobs pro- 
phecie. 

Danielthe Prophet yet goeth neerer to worke, and fore- 
ſheweth cuen the very day, and time ofthe day when the 
Meſſias ſhould be laine for the finnes of the people : for in 
the firſt yeere of Darine, ſonne of Ahaſueras, King of the 

. Medes,about the time of the evening oblatis,he prajed to 
his God for the people and their detiuerance, in as much as 
then he perceiued'that the ſeuentie yeeres oftheir captiuity 
(foretold by Jeremy )were now come to an end, 

So Daniel thus praying,about that time of thy euening 
Oblation,God ſent his Angell Gabrie/ to ſignifieand ſhew 
ynto him , 'that at the very beginning of his ſupplications, 
the commandement came forth fos the returne of the peo- 
ple,from.their captiuity,and to build againe Jeruſalem;and 
ſheweth likewiſe, that as.the people had now beecne in the 
captivitie of Babylon ſeuentie yceres, and then were deli- 
uered from thar their earthly. bondage: ſo it ſhould come 
ro paſſe, that within ſeyentie weekes of yeeres,the Mefſias 
ſhould come, who fhould finiſh wickednes, ſeale vp fins, 
blot out iniquitie , and bring in euerlaſting righteouſnefſe, 
and be a deliuerernot onely from the outward, but from 
the ſpirituall Babylon, and helliſh Egypr. 

The words ofthe Angel betheſe following : Ar the ve- 

ry beginving of thy ſupplications, the commandement came 
' forth : and 1 am come to fhew thee, for thou art greatly belo- 
ed; therfore wnderfland the matter, andeonſider the vifon. 


Senentie 


Yeeres. 
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Senenticweekes are determined ouer thy people, & oner thy 
Holy Citicto finiſh wickeanes, and to ſeale vp [ins and to blet 
ont iniquitie,and tobring in exerlaſting righteonſnestoſeale 
up the viſion and prophecie, and to anoint the HoLy or Ho- 
LIES or the MosT HoLty. Know therfore and vndertand, 
that from the gining forth of the commandement, to bring 4« 
Laine the people, and to build Jeruſalem, vnto MesStan Tas 
Prince,there foal be ſenen weekes, and threeſcore and two 
weekes, fc. After theſe threeſtare and two weekes ſhall Mts= 
SIAH be ſlaiye,and not for himſelfe,cc.He ſpall confirme the 
conenant with many for one weeke, and in the middeſt of the 
weeke he ſhall canſe the Sacrifice and the Oblation to ceaſe. 
For the better vnderſtandivg of which words,it muſt be re- 
membred,that this word Hebdomaaa, ſignifying a weeke, 
or ſcuen,is ſometimes taken for a weeke of daies,that is ſe- 
uen dajes;and then it is called Hebdomaada dierum,a week 
of daies;as in this prophecic of Dazicl he faith of himſclfe 
that he did monrne three weekes of dates, Butat other times 
it ſignifiech che ſpace of ſeen yeers,and that is called Heb. 
domada annorum,a weeke of yeers,as in Leuit. 25.3.where 
it is ſaid. Thou ſhalt number vnts thee ſenen weeks of yeeres, 
that is,/taes tzmes ſencn yeeres, which make fortic and nine 


Now it is moſt certaine that theſe ſeuenty weekes are 
tobe ynderltood of weekes of yeeres, and not of daies, for 
that euen by the Iewes owne confeffion , as alſo by the 
bookes of E/aras itis maniteſt,that the Temple and Ieru- 
ſalem were many yeeres in building before they were fi- 
niſhed. Theſe ſeuentie weekes of yeeres therefore are ſe= 
uen times ſcuentie yeeres, which make ina ſumme torall, 
foure hundred and nintie yeeres, within which time the 
Meſſias ſhould bee ſlaine:for from the going foorth of the 
commandemeat to bring the people backe againe, an 
ro build Teruſalem, { which commandement went foorth 
at the beginning of his ſupplications; which were the firſt 
yeere of Darins,as the Text ſheweth ) vnto the time that 
Meſſiah the Prince was anoimed to preach the King» 


dome of GQD, which was after his bapciſme, when hee 
LE oO began 
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Pſai.38. 
 * aKings7. 
x Chron,22, 


” Ter.23.6 &c, 
& 33ul 0; 


began tobe abourthirty yeeres of age)chere muſt be ſeuen 

weekes,and threeſcore and ewo weekes, that is,fortic and 

nine weekes, which make foure hundred, fouretcore, and 

three yeeres: which number of yeers being rightly accoun.- 
ted fromthat time of Darizs,wherein the commandement 
went forth,are fully accompliſhed in the fifreenth yeere of 
Tiberius Caeſar at which time Chriſt Teſus was baptized 
and anointed by the ſpiric of God,deſcending down ypor 
bim ip the forme of a Doue, a voice alſo being heard from 
heauen, ſaying;T his 75 my beloued Sonne in whom I amzwell 
pleaſed, 

Yet is there one weeke more to make vp the number of 
ſeuenty,in the midſt of which weeke the Meſſiah ſhould be 
fNaine,which came to paſſe accordingly; for in the midſt of 
that weeke,that is, about three yeers & a halfe after Chriſts 
baptiſme, Chriſt Teſus the true Mefſias was pur to death, 
and died for our fins, which was inthe eighteenth yeere of 
Tiberins Ceſar.In vaine therefore doe the Tewes or any 0-4 
ther looke for another Meſſias to come, after the daies of 
that Tiberixs Ceſar, the Roman Emperour, | 

4 The Scriptures do fhew that the Meſfias ſhould come 
of the ſeed of Daxid, according tothe words of God , 7 
haus ſworne unto Dania my ſeruant, I will prepare thy ſeed 
for exer,and will build vp thy ſeate to all generations, which 
cannot be applicd to King Sa/omon his Sonne(as the latter 

Tewes apply it ) : for cheſe words, tharthis kingdoms ſhall 
ſtand for euer,and for all eternitie,cannot be verified in $4- 
fomon,whole carthly kingdom was rent and torne in pee= 
ces ſtraight after his death by 7ers0a7y, and not long after 
2$ it were extinguiſhed : neicher can they be vnderſtood of 
any terreſtiall King ; but they muſt needs bee vnderſtood 
of aneternall King , which ſhnuld come of Daxzas ſeede. 
The promiſe then made to Dauid for Chriſt ro come of his 


ſeed, is againe repeared after his death by many Prophets, 


and confirmed by God : as in Teremy , where God vſeth 
theſewords ; B-hold the dates colne on, that I will raiſe Vp 
wnto Danid a inſt ſeede , and hee ſhall raignea King , and 
fralt bce wiſe , and. finll doe indgement and inftice vpon 


P: 
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exrth,c5 in his dates foall Inda be ſancd,aud Iſrael foal dw: 1! 
confidently,and thu i the name that men ſhall call him, Onur 
snſt God. All this was ſpoken of Dazid aboue foure hun- 
dred yeares aſter Daxid was dead: which proouech mani« 
feſtly chat the prowiſes and ſpecches were not made ynto 
King Danid,for Salomon his ſonne, nor for any other tem- 
porall King of Daxidz line, but for Chriſt, who was parti- 


x3 


- £ularly called the ſonne of Danid: for that Daxid was the 


fiſt King of the Tribe of [#da4,and not onely was Chrifts 
progenitor in the fleſh, bur alſo did beare his type and fr. 


gure in many other things, For which cauſe likewiſe in Z- 


zecheel (who lived about the ſame time that 7eremy did ) 
the Meſſias is called by the name of Danrd himſelfe: for 
chus faich God at that time to Zzechiel: 1 will ſame my 


flocke, neither ſhall they any longer be left to the ſpoile: 1 will —_ $ 


ſet axer them a ſhepheard and he ſhall feed them, enen Da« 
8d my [er nant, he ſhall feed them, and he ſtall be their ſhep- 
heard, 1 will be their God, and my ſernuaut Dauid /aall be 
theer Prince, In which words,not onely we that are Chri- 
Fans, bur the latter Tewes alſo themſelues do confefle in 
the Thalmud, chat their Meſſias is called Daxid, for that 
'he was to deſcend. of his-feed, 

Now then let vs ſee whether Teſus Chriſt our Lord did 
come of the feed-of Daxid, as was foretold the Mciſias 
ſhould.Ir is plaine that he did, for never any man doubted 

-or denied bur that Teſus was dire&lyof the tribe of /zdah, 
end deſcended lineally,by his mother,of the onely houſe of 
Daxid(as was foretold he ſhould: ) which is-confirmed 


moſi clearly by the two genealogies & pedegrees ſer down Luke 3, 
by Saint Afasthew and Saint Lake, ofthe blefled Virgins Matth. te 


whole deſcent from Danid and 7oſeph,that was of the ſame 
tribe and kindred with her: for according to the law of che 
Jewes,they vicd to marty in their owne tribe, And there- 
forethe Euangeliſts ſhewing the line of /o/eph, doethere= 
by alſo declare thelineage and Rocke of Adary, (the mo- 
cher of Ieſus)as being athing then ſufficiently knowne vn- 
to al}, though they ſpeake no more. 

Secondly, it is confirmed by their repairing ynto Beth- 
EY B 3 lem 


5c te 


Luke 2.1 223d 
425» 
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leem” (when commandement wasginenby Augn7us Ce 


ſar,chateuery one ſhould repaire:to-the head Ciry of their 


Tribe and family,to be taxed or ſefſed for their tribute ) for 
bytheir going thirher itis ſhewed, that they-were both of 
the lineage of Dania, inas much as Bethleem was the pro- 
per City onely of chem that were of the houſe and lineage 
of Daxid;for that King Danid was borne therein. 
Thirdly-it may appeare by this, for that the Iewes who 
ſought outall-exceptions they could againſt him, yet neuer 
excepted this, noralleaged againſt him,that he was not of 
the houſe of 7uda,nor of the houſe of Dauid: which they 
would neuer haue omitted,if.they might have done it with 
ay colour: for ſuch a ſpeech (if it conld truly haue bin ſpo- 
ken) would cafily haue conuinced our Ieſus not to: bee the 


' true Mefſias, But it appeareth they neuer doubted of this, 


Yea,I adde further,that it remaineth regiſtred in the Iewes 
Thalmud it ſelf, that Ieſus of Nazareth crucified was of the 
bloud Royall, from Zorobbabe! of the houſe of Daxid. 
Wherwith agreeth hat ſaying of Pas/ the Apoſtle, where 
he reſtifieth thus; 7eſas Chr? was borne of the ſeed of Da- 
nid according vnto the fle,thongh he were alſo the Sonne of 
God in power,according to the ſpirit of Sanfification, 

5- That che Mother of Iefus was a Virgin,is plentifally 
teſtified by the Euangeliſts:and that ſothe Meſſias Mother 
ſhould be;the Scriptures ofthe Iewes do ſufficiently ſhew. 
For in E/ay 7.14. itis told asa firange thing to King A- 

 <þa;(and ſo iris indeed) that a Virgin ſhould concciue and 
bring forth a Sanne, and they ſhould call his name Ex24- 
»nel, that is, God with vs. Which could not be ftrange, if 
the Hebrew word in that place did ſignifi onely a young. 
woman ( as ſome later Rabines doe affirme) for that is no 
firangeor new thing, bur common and ordinary for young 
women'to conceive and” beare children : Wherefore rhe 
Septuagint doe rightly tranſlate the word Parthenes , 
which properly and fully fignifieth a Virgin, and ſodid alio 
the Elder Iewes vaderRtand it, as Rabbs Swmeon wel noteth. 
And Rabbi Moſes Hadarſan (of fingular credic among 
the Iewes)vpon theſe words of the PlalmegTrarh all nr 
3 ID INVSLEN for 


Gons Arrdy againſt Atheiſts." '5 
Forthof the earth, ſaith, thatir is not ſaid, Trath al be in. Rab. Moſes, 
 gendred of the earth, but Truth ſhall bud forth ; to fignifie _— = 
thereby,that the Mefſ125(who is meant by the word er2th) Y 
ſhall not be begotten as other men in carnall copulation : 
he alſo citeth Rabbs Berechins to bee of the ſame opinion: Rab.atoſ. Had. | 
and finally Rzb6; Hacadoſch proueth by art Cabaliſticall is Gez. 23.Rab, ||| 7 
out of many places of Scriprure, not onely that the mother H4cad.adqueſh |: * { +" 
of the Meſſias ſhall be a Virgin,but alfo that her name ſhall ry Ker > 40! 
be Mary. Like as alſo the ſame Rabbs Hacadoſch proueth gay gu, | {2 
by the ſame art out of many Texts of Scripture, that the f 4 + 
Meſſ;as name at his comming ſhall be Teſus, And that the Icr.z1.a2z, 1417 
mother of the Mcfſ1as ſhould be a Virgin, may further ap= "of 
peare in the prophecie of /ereme, where God ſaith, I will 
worke anew thing Vpon earth,e A woman ſnall inniron or in- 174 | 
cloſe a man:which were no new thing, but yſuall and won. v0 
- 


red, except he ynderfiood of a Virgin that ſhould beare a 
childe. 

6. Now becauſe Chriſt Ieſus by the wonderfull workes 
and ſurvaſſing miracles which hee did, being ſuch as no 
man could doe(ifhee had beene but a bare man) as alfo by 
his heauenly doQtrine, words, and deeds, did declare him- 
ſelfe to be the Sonne of God, ſent from the boſome of his 
Father , let vs alſo as wee hauc found the Meflias to bee 5 is 
man, ſo ſearch whether hee o:ghtnottobee God alſo. The ol: 1 
facred Scriptures of the Tewes giue anſwer, thathee onght Op 
ro be Godalſo,and ſoto bee both God and man. Which © 7 76 2 iN 
thing is ſignified by the Prophet Z/ay, when he faith; They Eſay 9.6," 44 ' | KB 4 
ſpall call his name Emanael, which is by interpretation, God "2 
with vs,Againe,the ſame £/ay teftifiech, that they ſhall call | 
his name wonder full,connſeller, the mighty God, the enerla® xy 4.4 
ing Father, the Prince of peace. Againe,by Eſay he is cal- e ' of 
| ledehesſſne of the Lord, and alſo the fruit of the earth,to ſige 'E | 
nifie him to be both the Sonne of Goda,and the Sounc of Man, vW 
And leremy the Prophet doth rettific of him, thar he ſhall | 
be called zhe righteous God,or Goa our righteouſneſſe. And Ieri23.6,&z20) | f 
God himſelfe Bich of him,T how art myſomne, this day hage 26. -Þ 3 
1 begotten thee, And Danid proueth him plainely to be the Plakien, 5 
'Sonne of God: for though he knewhe ſhould come of his 5780 
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ſeede 3s-touching the fleſh , yer doth hee alſo call kim his 
Lord, ſaying thus : The Lord ſaid vnto my Lord, fit thow at 
my right hand till 1 makg thine enemies thy foot-ftoolr. Sith 
Dania calleth hin b:z Lord, it is manifcli that hee maketh 
hin not onely tobe man, but God alfo, eventheſonne of 
God,the ſecond perſon in the Trinity. This matter isteftifi- 
ed almoſt eucry where inthe Scripture of the Iewes , ard. 
therefore I need no further to amplifie, 
7. Yet becauſethe Iewes dolooke fer the Mcfſias robe 
aterreſtriall King which ſhould reigne in lewrie, and ſub- 
due all their enemies with his cerreſtciall power and force: 


 whercin how groflely they-erre, as the premiſſes do partly 


ſhew, ſos icnot impertinent here to ſpeake ſomewhatto 
conuincethcir ſo grofle an opinion... For firſt, the time is 
paſt long agoe wherein the Meffias ſhould. come, and yet 
no ſuch terreſtriall King as they dreame of, hath been raige - 
ning in Iewrie > and therefore very experience and know« 
ledge of the times might teach them to abandon ſo fooliſh 
aconceit, Daniel callech him the eternall King, Michens 
ſaith, be tall raigne for euer:; which cannot be ſuppoſed of 
ancarthly Kingdome. Againe, Azske of we ( ſaith God to 
his Sonne,the IMefſias) and 1 will gine vnto thee the-heathen 
for thine inheritance,and the vitermo# parts of the world for 
thy poſſeſſion. Which words. do ſhew, that the Mcſlias 
ſhould beean vniuerſall King, to rule not onely ouer the 
Iewes, but ouer the Gentiles alſo, euen ouer all-the-world, 
Againe,itis faid,that he ſfoall endure with the Sunne, and be- 
fore the Moone from generation to generation, he. ſhall reigne 
from Sea to Sea wnto the end of the world: All Kings ſtall a» 
gore him,and all nations ſhall ſerue him,all tribes of the earth | 
ſhall be blefſed in hins,and all. nations ſhall magnifie him. And 
it-was told Abraham, thatin his ſeed.(that is, in the Meſ- 
Ras which ſhould come of his ſeed ) all Nations of the 
carth ſhould be bleſſed: how then ſhould hee .ouerthrow 
any Nation for the Iewes ſake ( as they dreame) when all 
nations were to recciuetheir bleſſing from him?In the pro. - 
phecy of Eſay,the commiſſion of God his Father vnto him. 
s thusfet doyne: 1 i100 little rharthow be onto me a ſer- 
| HARS : 
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Want to raiſe vp the tribes of Tacob, & to connert unto me the 
. Preſerned of Iſract: Behold] hane appointed thee allo tobe a 
light vntothe Gentiles, that thou bee my ſaluation vnto the 
vttermott parts of the earth. Every where almoſt it is tefti« 
fied,thac the Gentiles ſhould haueeuery way as much inte= 
reſt in the Meffias as the Iewes,and ſhould be as beneficiall 
vnto them. The Mefſias therefore, though he be termed a 


King,andis ſo indeed,yet jsto be ſuppoſed a fpirituall and 
eternall King (as the Prophets declare him: ) for itis too 
childiſh and fond to imaginehim- to be an earthly King, 
which ſhould raigne onely in Iudea, and-bee a greac and 


mighty terreſtriall conqueror. Doth not Zacharie (as tou- Zachar,g;. 


ching his eftate inthis world) ſhew, that hee ſhould come 
poorely, riding vpon an afſe?Doth nor Efay ſay, that in this 
world he ſhould be a man deſpiſed, abie&,and vf no repu- 
tation? Doth not Dariclexpreſly ſay, that ke ſhould come 
to be ſlaine, that with his ſacrifice he might rake away finne, 
and ceaſe alt other ſacrifices ?- Doth not Zacharie ſay,thar 
they ſhould looke: ypon him after they had pierced or cru- 
cified him? * And doth notthe Prophet E/ay fay of him, that 
ke gaue his ſoule an offering for line, and that hee ſhould 
be ied as a ſheepe to the ſlaughter, and as-a Lambe dumbe 
before his ſhearer, ſo opened not hee his mouth? Where 
then is his pampe, when he was to be poore ? Where was 
his earthly honor, when he was to be abicR & of no repu« 
tation 2: Where washis worldly conqueſt , when hee was 
himſelfe to be flaine > Where ſhould his fleſhly refiſtance 
be, when he was not ſo much ag to offer it, yea when his ec. 


Eſay 53» 


Dan.9, 


Zach.12s 


Efay $3: 


nemies were to leade him to death as the ſhrepe to the. 


aughter, and as a Lamb dumb befor@his ſhearer, not ope- 


ning his month to ſage himſelf ?Yea how ſhould the Tewes - 
thinke(if they would throughly confider) that the Meflias | 


ſhould be ſucha one 88 they dreame of, when they were 
the men that ſhonld purſue him to death, and whom. they 
ſhould lake ypon when they had pierced him? 

Theſe things which-haue been ſpoken ( thoughin very 
briefe and plaine ſorr )are,I truft, jufficient to conuince the 
Iewes,that our Lord and Saujour leſus Chriſt is that ſeeds 


of: 


of the woman which ſhould'breoke the Serpents head, 

- which deceived Adam and Exe out firftparents; and he in 

- whom IG. of the'carth ſhould be blefſed,and is 

ng it all points the yezy truezcertaite and vridonbted Mefiias, 

| Ergo, which was fere-promiſed and foretold'by:rheir Prophets : 

- Chriftian-Keli- forall things which were fore-tolc-of the-Meffias, do fitly, 

gionthetrue Ffylly,and onely agree to him,and co no other. And there- 

Religions _fore 1 conclude againſtthem, that the Chriftian religion 

. which we profcfit;and which wehold derived to vs from 

thar Chriſt che erue-Meſſias{the author thereof )is the only 
true religion which is acceptable to Ged. + 


| CHAP. IIT. 
> Fpherein #4 faewed', that the Chriſtian Religion is the onely 
.erue Religion, againſt the Gentiles, and al Tnfidels of the 
world. | | 


The Heathen BAUNIP Tf Hat there is a God , the Heathen have 


. confeſſed one euermore confeſfled, and that -there is 
God ay ay put one God (asthe Chriſtian Religion 
gs mt han (dV Ede - bolderh ) allthe learned fort of the Hea- 
Plotin. Ennce I then Philoſophers have acknowledged : 


1.4ib.8 1.2.& for howſocuerthey difſembled at ſometimes, and applied 
En, 6.16.4 ca. themſelues outwardly to theerrour of the vulgar fort, in 
134 ds DAmi'g of Gods, yet ſurely:they never ſpake-of moe then 
16 & lb is of one God. Which thing may appeare by Platoin an 
vcce.cap.2. Epiſtle which he writeth vnto Drieyſm King of Sicily, 
-Procl,izThi« wherein hee giveth hima ſfigne-when he ſpake inieft, and 
log.Plate?.& when in earneſt : 'Hinc difces tn ſeribam ego ſerid necne : 


_ - 4 eur cum ſerio, ordior Efutolam ab:no Deo : cum: ſects, a plu- 
55+ " ribs, — Hereby (laith he ) alt you know whether 1 write in 


earnef or not: 'for when 1 writo in earneſt, 1 begin my letter 
with one Gad:aud when: {write not in earneſt, 1 doe beginmy 
letter inthe name of many Gads: And three ef the moſt Izar- 
ned that ever profefled the Platonick ſet, P/orinns, Porphy- 
r1rs;& Proctus,do al teſtifie & prouc in diners parts of their 
works(being thelelues but heathens)that both rhemſelues, 
$& their maſter:P/ato,neuerbelecued indeed but one God. 
{FS oe Ro {ORE  etriftotte 
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Ariſtotle that enſucth.P/atozand began the ſeQ of the Pe= 


rg. 


" Ari/1.1ib. de 


ripareticks , though he were a man ſo-much giuen to the mundo, 


ſearch ofnature,as that ſomtime he ſeemed to forget God, 
the author of nature;yer in his old age, when he wrote the 
booke of the werld,he refolueth the matter more clearely, 
acknowledging alſo one God ; and ſaith moreover inthe 
ſameplace,thatthe multitude of gods was invented to ex- 
preſſe the power of this one God, by the multitude of his 
Miniſters. Whereby doth appearc,that belike the fooliſher 
{ort of heathens did imagine of God as of earthly Prices : 
for they ſaw that euery earthly Prince had a great many 
men Miniſters, otherwiſe called feruants, and attendants 
vpon him,thereby to declare and ſhew his power,his mag- 
nificence,and high honor; and therefore they thought like- 
wiſe, that che great and high God could not be ſufficiently 
conceiued of, except ir were ſuppoſed thathe had a great 


number of inferior gods waiting and attending ypon him, 


in like ſort to ſhew his greatneſſe and magnificence, This 
opinion of their Mater concerning one God, Theophraſius 
and Aphrodiſeas, two principall Peripataffcks,do confirm 
at large. | | | 
Zemo, the chiefe and Father of all the Stoicks was wont 
ro ſay(as Ariſtotle himſelfe reporteth) that either one God, 
or no God, Which opinion of One God, is auerred cuery 
where by PUatarch and Seneca, rwo moli excellent- wri- 
ters, and great admirers of the Stoick feueritie, And bee 


» 


fore them by Epifterns, a man of fingular account in that 


- 
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ſeQ,whoſe words wereeſteemed Ocacles; Dicendum ante 


omnia, vuum eſſe Deum, omnia vegere, omnibus pronidere : 
Before all things(taich ke)we muſt aſfirme that there is one 


God,and that this God gouerneth all, and hath prouidence. - 


wy 


ouer all. - 

As for the Academickes, although their. viage waszto 
doubt and diſpute cuery thing, as'Czcero feemeth co do if 
his diſcourſe concerning the gods, yer'at aft hee conclit- 
deth in this point with the Scoicks, who beleeued anc God. 
And as for Socrates, who was the Father and foui der or tne 


Academicke ſeR (and who was iudged by the Oracle of 
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Afoilo to be the wiſeſt man in all Greece) che world doth 
know that he was pur to death for ieſting at.the multitude 
of Gods among the Gentiles. . 
ide and Ple- All theſe foure ſets of Philoſophers then (who in their 
tarch.de placie. fine bare the creditof learning) made(as we ſee) profeili- 
Philaf:7:imeg. on of one Ged,when they came to {peake as they thought. 
bn pemas. & iz_And yetif wee will aſcend vp higher tothe dayes before 
Aſctep. theſe ſets began,that is, to Pyrhagoras, and Architas T a» 
rentinus,and before them againe to Afercurina Treſmeys. 
fus,that was the firſt parent of Philoſophy to the Epgypti. 
ans, wee ſhall finde them fo plaine and reſolute herein, as 
one can bee more, Itis true that the heathen did honour 


we thinke them to be ſo, but becauſe vnder thatritle, wee 
would honour ſome famous ats, or rareparts and quali- 
 _ ties which were inthem.Cicero likewiſe teſtifieth the ſame 
| .- ——Toaprogy in theſe words : The life of man (faith he ) and common cu- 
9 ad afthe _ ftome haue now receined to lift vp toheauenly fame and good 
wines, will ſuch me as for their good turyes are accounted excellent: 
and hereof it commeth, that Hercules, Caſtor, and Pollux, 

Perſeancbic op eE[tnlaptur,and Liber, (which were but men) are now rec- 
erg ;n ; koned for goas. Perſeus likewiſe Zenoes (choller reftifierhy 
©  theſame.And therefore did the Grecians truly thinke,who 
(as Herodotus reporteth) thought that their gods (whom 
they ſo called)were no-ather ar firſt then morrall mes, and 
ſo is the commonopinion of all. And when menand wee 
men that wereTamous, excellent, aud fſurpefling others, 
died; becauſe the memorie of them ſhould nor die with 
them,but remaine as preſidents tofollow,or as perſonsto 

' de admired at: thoſe that were liuing could nor bee cone 
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cent to honor them with the title of Godsand goddeſles, 
but zlſo would needes hane their pictures or Images 
drawne , and ſet vp ſomewhere for poltericie to beholde, 
Hereof it came, that tliey afcer a while beganne ( as mans 
naturall corrupt inclin2tion is too prone that way) ro giue 
honour,and to doe reuercnce vnto thern : and not fo cone 
rented, they procceded further, and builded Alcars ad 
Temples vnto them, and at length conſecrated Prieits and 
appointed certaine rites, ceremonies, and ſacrifices to bee 
done there, The Deuill hereupon taking occaſion and fir 
opportunitie,( purpoſing aiwaies ro ſeduce the world & 
to hold rhem in error ſo farre forth as he might: Jentred ar 
Iaft into thoſe Altars(which were dedicated to thoſe men) 
and vnder the names of thoſe men,made way to haue him- 
ſelfe worſhiped ( in ſtead of the true God. ) For true it is 
which the ſacred Palme witneſſeth; 7 hat the Gentiles (a. 
erificed their Sonnes and daughters vnto denils. And which 
Paul ſaith,thac whatſoencr the Gentiles offer, they offer vn« 
70 dentils, & not to God. For the deuils bejgg entered into 
thoſe Altars,teceined their factifices offered-ro them, bein 
glad they had them in ſuch a predicament : and becacle 
their deluſion ſhould be the ircnger, vader the names of 
thoſe men they would yeeld forth anſwers ro ſuch as came 
to demaundany queſtions of them,and thoſe their anſwers 
were written by heir Priefts,and called Oracles : and with 
fuch flights thoſe devillith ſpirits bewitched the world, 
and decetued rhem, Of which cheir Ocacles more ſhall be 
ſpoken hereafter , Bnr here firſt I make this argument a. 
gainft then, 

They which(howſcener ignorantly )worſaip dewils, are fv 
fromthe true Relig1on: this is plaine, 

but the Gentiles worſhipped denils:; Ergo,c. 

Thar the Geutiles worſhipped divels ( not God) may 
appeare, firft by chis r*aſon, for that thoſe their gods al- 
lowed (yea required) notbeafts, but men to bee ſacrificed 
ynte them, delighting cheaſclues in ſuch infimite murthers 
and manſl:ughters,as were moſt cruell and vnnaturall, ig- 


nifying themſclues to beethereby appealed, whezein God 
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is moſt diſpleaſed, For ( as Polydor Virgil hath colleed) 
the people of Rhodes ſacrificed a man to Sarurxe. In the 
Ifland Salamis,a man was ſacrificed to eLgranala.To Dio- 
weaes inthe Temple of Pallas, a man was offered, who be. 
ing thrice led about the Altar by young men, was at laſt by 
the Prieſt runne thorow with a ſpeare, and put into the 
fire and burnt. Amongthe people of Cyprus, Texcrns ſa= 
crificed humane facrifice vato pier, and left the ſame te 
polteritie to follow. To Dzara likewiſ: bumane ſacrifices 
were offered. The like was done to Heſws andT entates. 
Amongltche Egyptians , three men a day which were 
ſoughc out (if they were cleane) were ſacrificed to [#no. 
Amongſt the Lacedzmonians they were wont to ſacrifice 
a man to ars. The Phenicians in the calamitous times 
of warre and peſtilence , were wont to ſacrifice ynto S4- 
turne, their deereſt friends. The people called Curetz facri- 
ficed children vato Saterne. At Laodicea a Virgin was ſa- 
crificed to Pakas. And amongſt the Arabians, euery yeere 
a child was ſacrificed and buried ynder the Altar. Alſo 
the Thracians , Scythians, the Carthaginians , and almoſt 
all the Grecians ( eſpecially when they were to goe to 
watre) facrificed a man. All barbarous Nations haue 
done the like : yea, the Frenchmen and Germans : yea, 
the Romans themſelues did the like ſacrifice , as namely, 
to Satzrne in Italie, a man was ſacrificed , at the Altar : 
and not onely ſo , but hee alſo tobe caſt downe from a 
bridge into the riuer Tyber, Dionyfins Halicarnaſſeus wris 


teth, that 7ypiterand Apollo were marucllous angrie , for 


that the tenth part of men were not ſacrificed vnto them, 
and therefore ſought they reuenge vpon Italy. Diodorns 
reporteth , that the Carthaginians when they were oucr= 
come of Agathoct:s King of the Sicilians, thought their 
gods to beangry with them;and therfore to appeaſe them, 
iacrificed vnto them two hundred of the Noble mens ſons 
at a time, O monſtrous cruelty ! Who then can —_— 
bee perſwaded otherwiſe, but that theſe gods of the Gen- 
tiles (which they thus worſhipped & ſacrificed vnto ) were 
mcere deuils,confidering that fuch monſtrous, vakind, 8: 
vnna- 
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yanaturall Caughters of men ( which muſt needes offend 
God the more ) were the appeaſments of their anger and 
wrath ? | 

Againe, theſe Gods of the Gentiles were not onely well 
pleaſed with the facrifices cf the blood of men, bur alſo wel 
liked and allowed of fornication, adulteries , and al! vn= 
cleannes:for as Alexandria the Image of Sartaurne was moſt 
deuoutly worſhipped , whoſe Prieſt Tynanmms by narne, 
broughe certaine Matrons ofthe Citie, whica he had ſele- 
Red out ynto that Tozage or Idol,as being ſeat for by their 
god ; and there whea the lights were put out, had to doc 
with them in the name of that their god, Alſo among the 


N aſamones it was the cuſtome that the Bride the firft night Polyd.de invent, 


after her mariage ſhould lie with all the gueſts, in honor * b, 3 c0þz8, 


of the goddeſle YVenns.l therfore conclude, that thoſe gods 
of the Gentiles which delighted in the ſlaughter of men, 
and likewiſe in their filthineſſe & vncleannes , mult needs 
be deuils : for the kind and rigiteous God can abide none 
of theſe things:as any mans owne reaſon, ſenſe-aud under. 
Qanding may teach them, 
2 Another argument to prooue that gods of the 
Gentiles were Deuils, is this ; becauſe the Oracles which 
they pane foorth in matters meerely contingent, were Ei- 
ther talſe,or ciſe ſo ambiguous and vncertaine,as that they 
were deceitfull , and therefore could not come from God, 
but from the deuill. This fatſhood & deceirfulnes of their poyyty. tb. ge. 
Oracles, Porphyry himſclte, the great Patt6 of Paganiime, reſpozſ.& 
teſtifieth ina ipeciall booke of the anſwers of the gods, 946. 
whercin he profefſeth chat ke hath gathered truly without 
addition or detraction, the Oracle that were moſt famous 
before his time,with the falſe & vacertajne euent thereof, 
in conſideration of which euenr,he ſetteti> downe his own 
judgement of their power in prediQtion after this man= 
ner : The goas doe foretcll ſome naturall things to come, for 
that they ebſerme the or dev of theix naturall canſes : bat in 
things which are contingent , or ace depend vpon mans will, 
they hane bat coniefares, only in that by their ſubtiltie and 
celeritie they prenent vs : but yet they oftentimes lie,and de- 
ceine 
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falſitate oraculs- 
rum, & dearts- 
ficivus male ſits 


DTT Gade-Arjow Agenſt ArbosHe. 
crint'vs 11 hotlrhgnds ; for that as naturall things are Va- 
#:able; fa-mans will itmuch more mutable; Thus tarre Por- 


phyrie;of the prophecies of his gods : whereunto agreeth 


anothet Hearnen among the Grecians , named Oenomans, 
who for that he had beerie much delighted with Oracles, 
and more decciued, wrote alſo a ſpeciall booke in che end 
of their falſchoods and lies ; and yet ſheweth, that in many 
things wherinthey. were deceined, it was not eafie to con= 
uince ther of open faliſchood , for that ( cunningly ) they 
would inuolne their anſwers(of purpoſe) with ſuch abſcu- 
rities, Xqiuocations,amphibologies, and doubtfulneſſe,as 
that alwaiesthey would leaue themſelues a corner where» 
into ſaue their credits. As for example, when Creſ#s that 
famous andrich King of Lydia,conſulted with the Oracle 
of Apollo, whether he ſhould make warre againſt the Per- 
ſians, andthereby obtaine their Empire ; the Oracle gaue 
anſwer thus: If Craſus without feare ſrall paſſe oner Ha- 

lys,(which was ariuer that lay beeweene him and Perſia) 

he ſhall brimg to confuſion a great and rich kingdome., Vpon 
which words Creſv: paſſed ouer-his army , in hope to ger 

Perfia:but he loſt Lydia his owne kingdome,and was de- 

ceiued by that yncertaine Oracle. 1 
Like anſwer gaue the Oracle.of Apoloto Pyrrbus King 


. ofEpirus,demaunding whether he ſhould proſper in the 


warre againſtthe Romans: for it was delivered in theſe 
words; io te e/Eacida Romanos vincere poſſe:] ſay that the 
{on ofe/£acas the Romans may ouercome.Vpon which O- 
racle, Pyrrhus the ſon of e£acxs thinking to be the con- 
querour,was bimſelfe vanquithedby the Romans. 
Anumber more ſuch Oracles there were, wherewiththe 
world was deceiued, that truſted them; but I neede not 
recite them; for ( as it appeareth) the Oracles and anſwers 
which their wicked Spirits gaue foorth in matrers future 
aud meerely contingent, were ſuch as might be raken and 
conſtrued two waies: and therefore their worſhippers (if 


_ they had beene. wiſe to haue noted their cunning and de- 


ceitfull anſwers;, containing no certaintieatall) they had 
beene as good: nener to come at them to enquire of any 
i ns ater. (gee - Fr 
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- matter future ; for they had ſuch ambiguous anſwers, as 
whereby they might remaine as doubtfull,and as ynreſol- 
ucd as they were at firſt,and ſo depart home as-wiſe as they 
.came,or rather more fooles then whenthey went.But what 
might beethe reaſon why theſe diuels or diueliſh ſpirits, 
gare nocertaine anſwers to their worſhippersin theſe mat» 
ters future, whereof they were demanded ? 

The reaſon is manifeſt : for no doubt they would if they 
could; tha: ſo their credit might haue beene the more, But 
it was a thing not in their power, but onely reſerued ynto 
God, to know and foretell certainely the things that are to 
come : for herein God proucketh all che gods of the Gen« 
tiles to make triall and experience of their power, in theſe 
words : Declare vnto v5(faith he)what ſhall enſue hereafter, 
and thereby we frall know that yee are gods indeed. Which 
ſhewerth that the cercaine foretclling of things future, doth 
manifeſt a divine power, wherof theſe diucliſh ſpirits are 

not partakers: for had theſe wicked ſpirits ſuch apower 
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in them, as certainely to know and foretell ſuch things as 


were to come; out of all doubt they would then haue giuen 
ſuch certaine, plaine, and yndoubted Oraclesand anſwers 
in this Schalfe, as would haue purchaſed them everlaſting 
credit in all che world. Bur now the falſehood and vyncer= 
caintic and deceitfulnes of them, haue got them iufily per 
petuall diſcredit inall the world, and manifefted them te 
be no better then lying ſpirits, whoſe worſhippers were 
miſerably deluded by chem; as cuenthe Heathen them= 
felues haue teſtified, | 
Hauing thus briefly, yet Itruſt ſufficiently, diſprooued 

che religion of the Gentiles, as being a cruell, wicked,falſe 
lying, and deceirfull religion, having in it nocerrainetie at 


all whereupon men might reſt, or aſſure themſelues; it re-_ 
-maineth now that I ſhewand prooue againft them the 


truth of che Chrilian religion, which wee profeſſe. Where 
the firſt argument, toſhew the powerfull and vndoubted 
truth thereof, ſhall bee this ; namely, the confeſſion of the 
gods of the Gentiles, that is, of Diuels and helliſh Spirits 


themſelues, who. haue giuen teſtimonic thereof ,- een to 
| cheir 
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their owne worſhippers, cfpeciall whenthe time of Chri(t 
his appearing inthe world-(who ſhould be the light of the 
Gentiles ):drew neare and approched, For the manifeſta. 
tion whereof, two Oracles of Apollo may ſuffice; the one 
whereof was<o a Prieſt of his owne thas demaunded him 
of true religion,and of God:to whom he anſwered-thus in 
Greeke : O thou vnhappy PrieF, why doe thou athe me of 
God that ia the Father of all things,and of this moſt renowned 
Kings deare and only Sonne,and of the Spirit that containeth 
all?e'c. Atas that ſpirit will enforce me ſhortly to leane this 
habitation and.place of Oracler. The other Oracle was to 
Anguſins Ceſar , euen about the very-time that Chriſt was 
ready toappearcin the fleſh ; For the ſaid Emperournow 
drawing toage, would needs goe to De/phos, and there 
learne of e{ps[s-who-ſhould raigne after him , and what 
ſhould become ofchings whoa he was dead... e-Lpolis for a 
great while would make no anſwer;notwithſtanding eLv» 
gxſ}145 had beene very liberall in making the great ſacrifice 
called Hecatombe : butin the end, whenthe-Emperour be- 
2anto iterate his ſacrifice, and to be inſtant for an anſwer, 
Apallo(as it were enforced to ſpeake) vttered theſe ſirange 
words ynto him : Au Hebrew childe that rnleth oner the 
blefſed gods , commandeth mee to leaue this habitation, and 
ont of hand to ger mee tohell, But yet doe thou depart in(;- 
lence from our Altars, Thus it appeareth:that this Hebrew 
child(which is our Chriſt Ieſus) hath -power ouer the gods 
of the Gentiles, to command them.ynto hell, fromwhence 
they came, to eniayne them ſilence, and to remoue them 
from their habications : and therefore the Religion of this 
owerfull Ieſus(whereofhe js the author)muſt needs, eucn 
Look acknowledgement of the Deuils themſelues (whom 
he dothcommand)be the eruc Religion, 

3. Anotherargument of the Diuinitieand truth thereof 
isthis : . namely, that it. bath remoued by the puiſſant force 
thereof, . allthe gods of the Gentiles, in deſpight of them, 
ceaſed-their Oracles, and driven them cleane out: of the 
earth, ſo that now they. are no where to be found, And fo 
3t was foretold by the Prophetsghat-Chrift{when he came ) 

WE Es \ Attennabit 
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HAttennabit omnes Deos terre, ſhall weare out all the gods ., 
of the carth.The truth whereof, all the world doth now fre ©?” 
clearely to becertaine and vndoubted by che eucnt. 

The Oracles and anſwers of theſegeds, eucn in Ciceroes 
time (as Cicero himlelfe witrefleth, wholined ſomewhat ,;..., bh. 
before the comming. of Chriſt )began to. ceaſe : and at laſt dain-2. N F 
by little and little they ceaſed alrogether, and were viterly | [8 
exrin&.It is reported that in Egypt (when Chriſt was there 01-46 
with Joſeph and his mother Afayy)all the Idols of that foo. £994, libs, 
liſh and ſuperſtitious Nation fell downe of their owne ac. ©: 
cord. Afterwards in the time of the Emperour Adrias, 
all ſacrifices ynto thoſe gods ceaſed, as alſo the Oracles of 
Apollo, and allother Oracles became dumbe, Wherefore 
Tunenalſaith; (efſant oracnla Delphrs, that is, The Oracles S—_ 


* 


ceaſe atDelphos. And another. Poet faich : F jy 
Exceſſere omnes adjtu,ariſg, relifiy, | "Ta 'o{ 
D#1,quib us imperinm hoc ſteterat,e5c.that is; Al the gods ' Yn 


whereby this Empire food , haue departed from their 

Temples,and left chelr Altars and place of their habitation, 

- Plutarch affirmeth the like,and 15 much buſted to ſearch out Þ '# 
. the cauſe and reaſon of the ceafing of their Oracles, who rs - a 
being a Heathen was much troubled herewith, gueſſing at. lorwm, F 
the matter, and vainly deuifing fone conceits in bis braine, |Y. 
not able indeed to pierce into the very cauſe thereof. Bur 7| 
Porphyrie (even that great patron of Paganiſme, and ene- 
my of Chriſtian Religion) eanteach him, orany other, the 
true cauſe thereof, ſhewing them that ſince the comming 
of Jeſus,their:geds axe dumbe , and can do thera no good, 
but all are«gone and departed from them. 'His words be 

theſe: Nunc vero mirantur (inquit\ſi tam mmnltos annos citts= Porghyr. ad- 
345 pefte vexetur, cum et AE ſculapins et ally a1 longe abſint «er rel,Chri, 
ab eapefteaenim qnam TE SVs colitar nihil vidtitatis a dijs 

conſetui poſſumus. Now(fairh he) they maruell why this ci- 

ty is ſo many years vexed with peftjlence, when as(indeed } | 

e£[culapira and other gods be far. gone and departed from $; 

it:tor ſince the time that 7e/is is worfhipped, all our gods 4 

hauebin vnprofitable to vs. Conſidering then that Ieſus(the =P 4 

2uthor of the Chriſtian Religio )hath filenced.8& ytterly de- ut 

| C 2 Ntroyed 
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ſroyed the gods ofthe Gentiles{as hiſtories &the viſible 
euent ſhow)his religis.muſt needy be the onely true religis. 
4 Whatſhould I fay more? euventhe Gentiles them- 
ſelues, the moſt anciear, 8 the beſt, haue teſtified of Teſus 
Chriſt; and of the truthof his religion: for, inas much as 
Chriſt was appointed before the creation of the world, to 
worke the redemption both of the Jew and Geatile,and to 
make themborh one people in the feruice-ofhi: Father ; 
here-hence it is that hee was foretold, and noraltogerher 
vakaowne or -yaheard-of to both'thefe Nations, and ther. 
 foredjuers fore-warnings and fignifications of him were- 
left, as wellamongſt the Geatiles as the Iewes,to Ric them 
yp to expeR his comming, For, firſtby the confent of wri- 
© ters iris agreed;that inthoſe ancient times there were three 
| Eaſeb.jn Cb191. famous men that liued together: namely Abraham, (who 
PE deſcending from Heber, was the Father. or beginner of the 
Hebrewes, who were afterward called the ſewes)& with- 
him {ob,aud Zoroafires, that were not of that linage of He. 
: ber, but(as wee call them for diſtinRion ſake )Heathens or 
Hob 19, 25,46, Gentiles. 795 (wee know) reftifiech of Chriſt, calling him 
a7. the Redeemer, and was moſt aſſired to ſee him one day- 
Kb -- with his owne eyes, and none other for him, although 
wormes ſhould deſtroy that bodie ofhis (as hee himſelfe 
teftifiech, )ZoroaFres liuing thus in Abrabams time alſo, 
elem. lex, 13h, Pight (Dy acconnt of Scriptures )-ſee or ſpeake with oe z. 
1.Strom. > o- for Abraham was borne -chreeſcore yeeres before No? dee 
Irig lib. 6.contra ceaſed:and hercof it is, thatin the writings of Zoroaſtres, 
celamn. & * which are yet extant, orrecorded byother Authors in his 
_—_ name, there bee found very many plaine ſpeeches of the 
Herm in Pe. Sohnc of God, whome he calierh Secandan mentem,the ſe- 
man.cap 1,4 cond mind: but much more is to be ſeene in the writings 
denicept. of Hermes Triſmegiſtns, (who received bis learning from 
this Zoroaſtres) by whome appearetb, that theſe fic{tHea- 
then Philoſophers had manifeſt vnderftanding of this ſe- 
. . cond perſon in Trinity: whome Hermes calleth The firſt be- 
gotten Sonne of God:his only Sonne;hu deare, eternall,immn- 
fable, incorruptible 'S$onne; whoſe ſacred name 1 in:ffable: 
ſoare his words, after hinzagaine amongſt the Greciaos, 
| - | were 
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were'Orfhens,Hefiodns, and others, that vttered thelike 
ſpeeches of the Sonne of Ged, as alſo didthe Platonifts, 
whoſe words and ſentences were too long to repeat. 

Moreouer ,- the Gentiles muſt remember, that they had - 

alſo ſome Prophets among them : for Ba/aans was aPro- 

pher among the Genules,and a Gentile , and hee is ſuch a yump 24. : Ws 
one as teſtified of Chriſt,and of the Starre that ſhould ap-_- B's 
peare at his birthiby meanes of whoſe prophecie ( irſhould” 14 
keme)che wiſe men in the Eaſt ſeeing that Scarre,were aſs - _ * 
ſured that Chriſt was borne, and therfore.came a long iour- | | 
nie to Tudeato ſee him; as one Goſpell ſheweth:The ſame Pletih acmps. # {} 
Starre is mentioned by diuers Heathen writers, as by Plinse , - «2:64, 1 
vnder the name of a Comet(for ſo they tearme all extraor- 
dinary Starzes) which appearedin the later daies of 4#- 431.08 
guſtus Ceſar,& was farre different from al other thareuec -..M 
appeared, And Plixy faich of it © Is comeravnus tote orbe cox ns | 
Iitzr:That onely Com:t js worſhipped chroughour all the Calcid.apud i w 
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world. Calcidins a Plaronicke doth ſay , that the Caldean _ nat do 
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Aflronomers did gather by -contemplation of this Starre, 
that ſome God deſcended from heauen to the benefit of 
mankinde. - | | fo: 
The Gentiles alſo had certaine women called Sybila, Laft,coma © | 
which were Propheteſſes, who being endued with a cer- Gent, þ 
caine ſpirit of prophecie, vttered moſt wonderfull particu. 
larities of Chriſt tocome : oneof them beginning her 
Greeke metre in theſe yery words : Know thy God, which 
5s the Sonne of God, Anortber of them makerh a whole diſ- 
courſe in Greeke verſe called Acroftichs, expreficly affir= 
ming thercin,that Chriſt Ieſus (by name) ſhould be the $a- 
uiour ,. and that he was the Sonne of God , and exprefleiy 
ſaying that he ſhov1d bee incarnate of a Virgin, that hee 
ſhould ſuffer death for our ſinnes, and thar hee ſhould bee 
crucified,that he ſhould riſe againe and be exalted intorke 
glorious heauens, and from theiice ( at the time appoin- 
ted Jand atthe day of the reſurrection of all flefh , come =  - 
gain to the laſt jndgemEr.Of theſe Sybils there were ten 1n = 
number ; and talking of his firſt comming into the world, 5ybil.$2mia + 
they alſo fay, that Rurilavs cum dus monſftrabit: ablazing apud Betts | 
_—” ws : 
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Starre ſhall declare him.” Theſe Sybis ſpeake fo plainly of- 
Chriſt Ieſus, asxhe Prophets among the  Tewes did; yea 
more plainly;and as plainly «s maybe 8 iti manner asfully 
23-0ur Goſpell ſpeakerh3- and therefore if the Gentiles will 
belccuetheirowne Prophets, they muſt likewiſe belccue 
the Chriftian religion (whereof Teſus Chriſt is the auth6r,of 
- whom they abundantly teſtifie, ) Now;leſt-it might be 
I : thought by ſome ſuſpicious heads,that Chriſtians haue de- 
5 uiſed & inuented theſe things, 3s alſo thar-it may yet more 
\ ; fully appeaze, that Chriſt beforehis comming'yas notified. 
i Farr _ eh, over the world by: meanes of thoſe verſes of the Sybi/s: it 
| Rl muſtbee remembred, that Ilarcns Varro a learned Ro 
= mane ( who liued almoſt an handred-yeeres before Chriſt) 
makethmencion at large of the $y5/s,(whoin number he 
Aich;weretenne.)and of their writings,countries,and ages, 
3 as alſo ofthe TDI TOIT co before his time had 
| -*EBE , lefr memory ofthem: and both he and Feref2/a(another 
E ra Heathen) doe affirme, thar the writings ofthe Syb5/twere 
bf gathered-| by che Romanes, fromall-parts ofthe world, 
wherethey-might be heardof, and laid vp with great dili= 
gence and reucrence in the Capitall. S1b5Zx Erirhrea, who 
5 PORT madethe former Acroftick verſes, teſtifieth of her ſelfe (.2s - 
2 conf vs - Gonfantrwe the Emperor doth record )that ine lived abeur- 
© Enſeb.hb,4.cap, ſix hundred yeeres after the floud of Noah : and her coun- 
| 23. JdevitaConft. xriman eLpollodorus Erithrens & Varrodo report that ſhe - 
lived beforetthe wat of Troy, and prophecied to the Gre= 
cians that went tothat war, that Troy ſhouldbe deftroy= 
ed,{( as ir came to paſſe) which was more then a thouſand 
yecres before Chriſt was borne. (cero alſo(that died more 
then fortie yeeres before Chriſt was borne) tranſlated into 
Latine theformer Acroiticke verſes, (as Conftantine ſaith) 
which trapflation was to be ſeene in his workes, when C3- 
_. - nd Hantine wrote that his Oration:: See Cicero of theſe Acro- 
Cic.lib.2. dr 3* g, Lverſes of Sybilla,ti.2.ds Dininatione. And finally Sxc- 
pinat.Sueton, ary, 98 
Trax{.cap.z de #0niwan Heathen recordeth, that Auguſtus Ceſar ( before 
vitae. our Sauiour Chrift-was borne ) had ſuch ſpeciall regard of 
; the fayingsof rhe 5y5z/s,thathe laid them vp in more irai- 
cer orderthen before;vnderthe- Altar of Apollo, in the -_ 
Th | av 


Palatine,whereno-man might haue-theſight of them , but 
'by ſpeciall licence. And-ſo much for the credit of the Syb3ls, 


who gaue full teſtimonie of our Sauiour Jeſus Chriſt (by 


name.; ) -and-therfore if the-Gentiles will -beleeue them, 


(who.were their owne Prophets, and highly reverenced of 


all the'world )they muſt alſo beleeve our Goſpel], and the 
Chriſtian religion tobe the ovely true religion. Laſtly, the 
Gentiles might haue the vnderftanding of Chriſt che Mefe 


fias by the Hebrew Scriptures, which were in the Gfeeke | 
language diuers ages before Chriſt was borne. For Prolomy 


King of Egypt which had the famous Library , was fludi- 
-ouſly inquiſttiue to-ſearch out-the originall of all Nations 
and religions, and he- found that the people of the Tewes 
was the moſt ancient,and that they onely had the molt cer= 
raineand.vndoubred hiſtory of the creation of the wor!ld- 
and therfore he ſent ynto them, to ſendto him from Teru- 
ſalem ſeuenty men,by whoſe helpe the ſacred Bible might 
be tranflated out of Hebrew into their tongue, which was 
doneaccordingly.As alſo the Gentiles might -haue knows 
1:dgeof this Mefſias,cither by acceſſe intothre Tewiſh coun- 
trie,or by the acceſſe of the Tewes into their countrey : as 
namely,by their long bondage in Egypt, as alſo their long 
captiuity in Babylon,8:c.,Buc Iconcludethis matcer thus: 
Sith the Prophets of both Tewes 8: Gentiles ( that is to ſay, 
the Prophets of all the world) haue giuen fall , plaine,and 
cuidentceſtimonie of Ieſus Chriſt, the Sonne of God,that 
therefore his rcligion is the only-true religion,and all other 

to be reiected and deteſted. | 
_ 5.Tharreligion which is moſtancient, is the true religion 
(for truth was firſt, in ſo much as error is nothing elſe bur 
the corruption oftruth, or wandring from truth : ) but the 
religion whereof Chriſt is the Author, -is the molt ancient 
{ in as much as Chrift the author thereofis the moſt ancient 
of daies,being the Sonne of God, as alſa. becauſe he is te= 
Rified of by the Hebrew.-records; which are the moſt anct- 
ent writings in the world: ) Ergo, the Chriftian-Religion is 
that which muſt needes be the onely true Religion in the 
world,For it is atrue ſaying of 7 erenllian,YVerum quod. pri- 
| — WH 
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ſhauld breake the Serpents head:he was foretold to 4bra- 
ham,that he ſhould ceme of bis ſeede, in whom all the Na- 


tionfofthe earth ſhould be. blefled, 


Tacob foretold of him, calling him $h:/o, and thathe 
ſhouldbe the expeRAation of the Gentiles. Godrtelleth 27. 
ſes of bitn,and foreſheweth to him, thathe ſhould bee the 
Proephet;whoſe yoice all ſhould heare and obey 8c. Con« 
ſidering then thathe is come, and that hee is the very ſame - 
that was forctold by the writings of 2Zo/e5;20d by the Hee . 
brew records, whichare the moſt ancient Records in the 
world, I conclude,that his religion ( whereofhee is the aus>.. 
thor )is the onely-truereligion.. 

Theantiquity of the Hebrew hiſterieto be long before - 
all: other, is acknowledged by the Heathen themſclues,and 
therefore I need not to prove it; onely this 1 ſay,that Zypo- 
lemus and Enſebins allo doe ſay,thar letters (which are the 
beginning of words that ſhould bee written) were firſt -- 
found out by Hoſes &.by him deliuered tothe Iewes,and .. 

that the Iewes taught them to the Phenicians: 8&cthar laſt- 
ly,the Grecians receiued them of the Phenicians ; 8 there- 
fore the Hebrewes muſt needs be. they, amengſt whom the 
firſt.and moſt ancier Records of theworld were to be found : 
as Ptolomy alſo King of Egypt did finde and affirme, and - 
therfore made much of the Hebrew Seriptures. Now then 
for as much as.che Hebrew writings and hiftorics bee the 
moſt ancient, they mutt alſo needs bee-ſuppoled trueyin as 
muchas in themſeluesthey-all agree in. a {weere harmonie, 
and-no. other records are ableto diſproue them:yes, if men - 
will be incredulous as todeubtof Hoſes biftory(becauſe 
it is ſo ancient)why may they not ( with as good reaſon a1- 
ſo .)deubt ef any other hiſtory-which isancient, and long 
beforetheirtimes > But becauſe ſome arc of ſolittle beliefe 
AIG aa oa: OO OY rt 


Gods Arrow againſt Athiifls, 33 
(alchough the hiſtoric do ſufficiently giue credit to ic ſelfe) 
yer for better ſecling oftheir minds) in this behalfe, I will 
briefly ſhew, that euen the heathen Hiſtoriographers and 
wreers doe confirme the ſfame,that ſo the credit and reve. 

rence due ynto 7oſes, may be reſerued, & wicked tongues 
that barke againſt him may be Ropped. The very Heathen 
and profane writers thermſelues that ſpake of I//es, 


ſpake of him moſt reuerently; in ſo much, that T+ebelins 7c 74: 


Pollio ſpeaking of Hoſes, Solums Dei familiarem vocet : ©laud. 
Doth call him the onely man with whom God was fami- 
liar. Cornelius Tacitusalthough hee ſpeaketh whar he can 


againſt the religion of the Iewes, yet cannot diſcredit Aſo- Tai. qmz! 


ſes biſtory,but is enforced to confeſſe (according tothe hi. 56-21. 
ſtorie written by Aoſes) that after therz were botches and - 
ſwelfing ſores ſent into the land of Egypt, which were - 
noyſome both to men and beaſts , the King of Egypt then 
tooke order, that the people of the Hebrews ſhould go our 
of his land, and depart whither they ſhould be direRed. 
Pyocopins alſo mentioneth [oſana, the ſonne of Nun, Moſes - 
ſucceſſor, and ſaith, that the people of Phoenicia, for feare of 
Toſana,and of the Iſraclites,left their owne Countrey, and - 
departed into Africke ; he mentioneth likewiſe the Teby. 
ſites, Gergeſits , andthe other people named in the ſacred - 
Bible. Orphens, one of the moſt ancient writers next to 
Afoſes,8& an heathe, doth mention the rwo Tablesof ftone 
wherein the law of God was written, and wiſheth moreo- 
uer,all ſich as be ſtulious of vertue, to: learne our of his 
verſes diuine knowledge: hereby (faith he ) they hall wn. 
derfland & know the authdy of the world, wiich is one God, 
which created all things, chers/heth all things, nouri/teth all 
zhings,who 1 not ſren with mortall ezes, but zperceined one- 
ly by the minde: which doth no hurt to-mortal men, inſomnch .. 
as he is the cauſer and procarer - of all good things. Further 
more he addeth, that no naturall man hath ſeexe God at any 
t1me,except only a certaine mo#t godly old man that came of 
the Caldeans (viz. Moſes.,) At laſt hee concluded with 
this faying;That he had learned theſe things ont of the moxn» 
2ents which God in times paſt had delinered in two m_ of - 
) ones. . 
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feve. Linuralfo faith, that God createdall things, and in 
che ſenenth day had finiſhed al things: Homeralſo and Hee 
fodns reftifierheſame,the one ſaying thar the ſeuenth day 
did perfe@ and finiſh all things;the-other, Septimam lucens 
fwuiſſe ſanltam & prefulgidans: That the ſeuenth -day was 
moſt holy and bright. How the earth was without forms 

. 'beforeit was faſhioned by God , 0x44 teſtifiech, calling ir 
"ſt a. Chaos, which is rudss indigeſtaque moles, arude andyn- 
#- faſhioned heape : which Homer and Heſiodus alſo teſtifie, 
bh calling it Hy/e,a certaine-ynſhapen and-rude matter,which 
God afterwards brought intogood forme and faſhion. 
'Fheſe haue teſtified , we ſee,of the Creation of the world, 
(which isthe great maruell of maruels ) affirming in man 
"ner the very words of Hoſes which he writethin Geneſis, 
*ſhewingthat the-world had abeginning, and that God 

_ created heauen and earth, and all-cherein in ſeven daies, 
F. | and that the fenenth day was holy vnto the Lord, And 
- Fide.Plut.de this truth of AZoſes hiſtory concerning rhe Creation of the 
-  Placit.Phiſ, yyorld, allthe :chicfe and befi learned Philoſophers a- 
N rongſt the heathen did alſofirmely beleeve. The flood 
| that drowned.the world,which we callthe flood of Xoah, 
L | . not onely Onda teftifierhin his Meramorphoſis, bur alſo di- 
Y 1.5 onmAyro vers antient heathen writers, namely Beroſin Caldars, 
3 appear mus e/Epyptus, Nicolaus Damaſcenus, Abyadenu 
de prep. Enang. J LYPIAs, Jacnns, 
 andothers( according as both 7oſephas and Enſebins dot 

proue.) ; 
Concerning the Tower of Babylon, and confuſion of 
tongues there, which CAYoſes record®th, Gen. rx.) teftimo« 
oF ny is given by Abydenzs, thatlined about King A/exan- 
” Euſeb lib.g.de ders time, andby Sybila, and by the words of Heſfiers, 
- Pr*:..4 concerning the land of. Sexmar, whereit was builded zand 
be theſe Gentiles doe ſhew by reaſon, tha if there had not bin 
ſome ſuch .miracle in the diujſion.of tongues, no doubt but. 
that all tongues being deriued frem one, ( as all men atc 
- of one Father) would fill hauererained the fame language, 
which wee-ſce-was-ſcene long not to be in-the world: the 
difference of languages.in the world, is aproofe of that 
confuſion of tengue ANCE ÞS + 
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Ofthe long life of the firſt Patriarks, not onely the fore= 
named Beyoſiu Caldens, Teronimus e/Egyptus, Nicelans 
Damaſcenus, Abyaenus,but alſo Aexcrhens,that gathered 
the biftory of the Egyptians, _WMolus Heſtieus , that wrote 
the Acies of the Pheenicians, Hefiodus, Hecaraun Abderica 
Helamcas, e/Enfilaus,and Epberus doe teſtific,, that theſe 
firſt inhabitants of the world did liue fo long. And: they 
alleadge the reaſon thereofto be for the multiplication of 
people, and: for the bringing of all Sciences to perfeRion, 
efpecially Aſtronomy and Aſtrology, which(as they write) 
could not bee brought to any ſufficient perfetion by any 
one-man that had liued lefſe then fix hnndred yeeres, in 
youu ſpacethe great yeere (as they call it ) returnech a- 

our, pes, 

Of Abraham andhis aFaires Thaue alleadged ſome Hea- |, a 
then writerz before, as Zeroſns, Hecateus, and Nicolans j; wr hs he / 
Damaſcenrs,but of all others, Polyhifter alleageth Expole. lijoria, 

- 215 molt at large of Abrahams being in Egypr, of his fighe 
and yiRory in the bebalfe of Zox, of his entercainiment by 
King elchiſedech, of his wife and fiſter Sara,and of other 
his doings,cſpecially of the ſacrifice of his ſonne 7/aac. To 
whomagreeth Cel in his bookes written 2gainſt the 
Jewes, and Artabanys, of the ſtrange lake w — Som 
dome and Gomorrah were turned, by . ay deftruQion, cal- Galen de inp; 
led Mare mortaumthe dead ſea ,, where nothing can live, Covi Ble. | 
both Galen, Parſanins, Solinus; Tacitns, and Strabo,doe -_—_ wes ; 
teftifie and ſhew the particular wonders thereof, >= 
From Abraham downe to Hoſes writeth very particu. 
larly the ſaid Alexander Polyhiftor, albeit hee mingleth 
ſometimes certaine fables : whereby appeareth thac hee 
rooke not his tory wholly out of the Bible, And healjea- 
geth one Zzodemus; who(as hee ſaith) liued with Hoſes, 
and wrote the ſclte fame things as 3Zoſes did : and with 
theſe alfodoe concurre Theodorns a molt ancient Poet, Ar- 
tabanus 8 Philon,Geatiles. And therforeit is manifefl that 
Moſes hiſtory(as alſoall the reft of the ſacred & canonicall 
Scriptures)isno fable or fained matter (asthe devill would 
make ys belecue)bur a true, certaine, and moſt yndoubted. 
DETRSe Wes SET hiſtory. 
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= biſtorie inall points. All which mattets be ſufficiently and 
' ſubſtantially ſhewed alſo euen by the: Heathens writings, 
which are too tedious to be heere rehearſed. 
But the great wonders and miracles which CHofes did, 

* being acknowledged: ts be done not by-bis owne power, 
but by the power of God, do ſufficiently giue credit vnto 
him ; of whom and ef whoſe ates doe beare witneſſe -not 
onely the forenamed ( eſpecially Artabannrin bis booke 

. of the Iewes ) but many other alſo (eſpecially Zpolermme ) 
outof whom Polyhifter reciteth very long narrations of the 
wonderfull and ſtravge things done by Aofes -in Egypt. 

:Yea,the miracles done by him , the greateſt enemies that 
euer he hadin the world,thatis Appzen in liis fourth book 
againſt the Iewes,and Porphyree in his fourth book againſi 

© _ . the Chriſtians doeconfeſſe, And Porphyzze adioyneth more + 
We. forgzoofe thereof,namely, that he found the fame things + 
ef" | corficed by the ſtorie ob one Sacontathon a Gentile, who 

aduerſus Chris lived (as be ſaith) ar-the ſame time with Hoſes : bur all 
ſtian, "thoſe miracles(ſay thoſe two his great enemies) were done 

'by art Magicke, and not by the power of God. But firſt, 
where could Moſes, afimple ſhepheard,learne fo much 
Magicke ? 'Or why could not then the great Magicians of 
Egypt either doe the like, orar leaſtwiſe deliver them- 
ſclues from thoſe plagues that were inEgypt, (eſpecially 
ſince their ſtudie was in Are Magick from their infarcie ?.) 

-Exod,$.18, yea,why did they cric out, The frger of God is heere, when 
Ex0d.9.10-11. they could not doe as he did 7 Or let them anſwer why 
, Pharaeh King of Egypt did ſpeake to Moſes and efaros, 
faying : Pray yee vito the Lard that hee may take away the 
frogs fromme,and from my people. His great Magicians be-= 
like could nor doe it; yea, he {ignifieth in that ſpeech, thar 
.none can doe it but God ; yea;and that neither IZo/zsnor 
Aaron could doe itany otherwiſe then by praying vnto 
God. And indeed AZofes and Aaron did by prayer vnto 
'GodeffeRt it, at the very ſame time that the King did ap- 
point it to be done: that he and all the world might know 
-that there was not any.like vnto the God of Iſrael, 
_ Whexedid you cuer heare of ſuch workes done by Act 
©: tY $ Magicke 
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Magicke as Aoſes did? when hee diuided the great and 
mightie red Sea?that the people of Iſrael might go through 
the drie land?when the waters came together again vpon 
Pharaoh, and all his hoſte,and drowned them, and all their Exod.1 4. 
glory In the Sea? when he called ſo many Quailes vpon Ex04.16. 
the ſudden into the Campe, as ſufficed co feed fixe hun- 

dred thouſand men, befide women and children? When he zxod r7, 
madea very Rocke by ſmiting it, to yeeld foorth abun. 

dance of water, ſufficient for the whole companie of If. 

rac]? When hee cauſed the ground to open aid ſwallow Numb 18, 
done alive, three ofthe greateſt of his Army Cora, Da- 

thay, and Abiram, together with their cabernacles, b2ggcs 

and bag gages? 

Beſide, what wondrous workes or miracles ſocuer /7c- 

fe did, he alwaies acknowledged to come from God, reic- 

Qing vtrerly all glorie from himſelfe, and attributing and 

yeclding all the glorie varo God. Againe,' in his writings 

hee doth not excule nor conceale njs owne finne, ror the 

finne of his people,no not the ſianz of Aaron his 0vne bro. _.. _. 
thernor of Izry his filer,norof Leathis Grandfather, ; "4 
nor of any other of his lin2ge and kindred, Neicher did hee ? 
once {ecke or goe about (although bee were in place of +", 
power and authoritie to doe it) to briog in any of his own? 

ſonnes into the rule and gouernment after his deceale, a1 - 
though hee had many) but lefc the onely rule and gotern- pc. 4. 
ment vato a ſtranger, named [o2xah, as God conmman. Nuub, 27; 
cded. 

All which things dos ſhew{(and many more too tedious 
to rehearſe that Yſoſes, both in his writings, in his words, * 
and inhis workes, was no man of ambition, or of words 
fpicic, bur a mceke,humble,durifull,obedient,and faicafull 
feruant of God in all matters. 

The hiſtorie of Aoſes, therefore being the moR ancient, 
and the ſame being moſt vadoubrted and cerraiae true, in 
fo much as hee and his hiſtorie doe plentifully reftifie of 
Chri?, which was to come, and ſhould bee heard in all thar 
bee ſhould fay and teach; it remainech that his religion 
which hee hath taught yoto the world, is the onely true re- 


_ L'8t0n, 


Luke 24.44» 
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ligion, and all other religion (notgrounded onthe like an; 
tiquitie aod truth)ro be abandoned, - 

6 Nonecau diſcredit AZs/es,nor the Pſalms, nor any of 


. the Prophets ar:5gft the Jewes, bur they.muſt withall dif 
credit Chrift: for Chriſt ſaith thus of bimſelfe, that 4! 


wut be fulfilled which were wr itte of him in Moſes, the Pro« 


 phets,and the Pſalmes, Againe, hee ſendeth ſuch as would 


know of him whether hee werethe true 7eias, to the 


Scriptures of the ewes, ſaying thus: Search. the Scriptares 
for they are they that teFifie of mee. *'So that Chriſt, loſer, 


the Pſalmes, and the Prophiets,in a word, the whole Cano- 
nicall Scriptures of the Iewes doe goe arme in armeg8 bee 


:Jinked together like inſeparable friends that will not bee 
-ſundred: and therefore. the one is alwayes a proofe forthe 


other ; as likewiſe a diſproofe of the truth of the one , is.a 
diſproof of the other: and therefore isir, that though tke 
incredulous Iewes be ſofallc in friendſhip, as that they will 
not(through vnbeleefe )rake parte with the Chriſtians, yet 
the Chriſtians be more firme,and will hold with the Scrip- 


- tures ofthe Iewes to the death. Now if there were no more 


to proue. the Diuinitic of Chriſt, but the great.& wonder- 
full miracles which he did{(ſome whereof were ſuch, asne-= 
uer any did before, nor-<could docbut .God onely )it were 
ſufficient to proue himto be the Sonne of God, and thar ke 


.came from the boſome of his'Father. The great and many 
miracles that he did(being famous not onely in Tudea, but 
in all the Romane Empire, and ſoouer allche world are 


and yere ſuch as none of the Heathen dare doe, or can de- 
nic, butall acknowledge. And therefore 1 c6clude, that the 
Chriſtian religion, proceeding from ſodiuine a power, and 
from on? whoſe workes and wonders are aboue all the 
-world,js the moſt yndoubted true Religion. | 
7 Chriſt did neuer any hurt op earth, but hee did mar- 
ucilous much good, hee healedall manner of diſeaſes, hee 
cauſed the dumbe to fpeake, the halt to goe,the blinde to 


ſee & thedeafe roheare; he flilled the raging of the winds 
and feas,gauc ſight to him that was borne blind, raiſed the 


dead to life againe, caſt our Diuels, knew. mens:thoughts, 
po 4 and 


- the. 
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and did ſuch workes as no man could doe , except God 


were with him,yea, except himſelfe were God, Moreouer, 
his life was ſuch, as none was able to accuſe him of any 
finne, ſopureand voreprooucable was hee. Againe,the 
dodtine he: taught was farre from a worldly ſpirit, being 
moſt heauenly, moſt innocent, and moſt dinine, for never 
any man ſpake as he ſpake,nor with ſuch authoricy. Againe, 
he alwayes pronounced that he ſought not his owne glory, 
(which decciuers are wont to doe) bur the glorie of his Fa- 
ther; and as he ſpake, ſo it was indeed. The whole courſe 
of his life and death, reſarreRion, and aſcenſion doth ſhew 
the ſame: For when the Tewes would haue made him at 
earthly King, he would none of ir, but conucied himſelfe 
away, Iohn. 6. 15. teaching his Miniſters to doe the like 2 
Luke 22. 25.236. For he proclaimed that his kingdome 
was not of this world, Iohn 28.36. Bur that he came to do 
the will ofhis Father. Ouer and aþoue all this, hee was the 
greateſt Prophet that euer was, and foretold divers things 
(as namely ,that he ſhould bee crucifted of the Tewes, and 
the third day riſe againe : thar Terufalem and the Temple 
ſhould be deſtroyed ere that generation paſſed ; chat after 
his aſcenſio: , the holy Ghoſt ſhould come vpon his Diſ- 
ciples aſſembled ar Teruſalem, and diuers others) all which 
the world doth know came to paſſe accordingly. And no- 
thing which he hath ſpoken, bur it ſhall be performed : 
for there was neuer any fraud within his lips, or falſe- 
hood within his tongue. And therefore I conclude, that the 
Religion ofhim{(who was moſt holy in his life, moſt harm- 
lefle rewards others, moſt bountifull cowards all, moſt 
wonderfull in-his workes , moſt true in his prophecies, 
moſt heauenly in bis dorine , not ſauouting of any car- 
_ nalldelight or worldly affeRion,nor by any way or meanes 
ſeeking his owne glory,but the glory of God, andto doe 
the will of bis Father) is and muſt needs be the onely truc 
Religion, 
8 Another argument I frame thus; That religion which 
proccedeth yndeubredly from God, is the true religion : 


But the Chriſtian religion proceedeth vadoubredlyfrom 


God 


___ _- < E 
Wi , < 
——> I>$.- IX. : —— . —> - 
. it, XA > 2» " . > 


P— Yole dorowagatnt dre 
God: Ergo, &c, Thar it proceedeth- yndoubtedly from 
God, Iprooue thus ; Either it muſt-proceed from God, or 
fromthe Diuell, or from men: but it is too holy to proceed 
cither from men or Diuecls; for it ouerthroweth the works 
and kingdome of-the one, and_fotbiddeth the reuenging 
Fpirit of the other: (commaunding men to loue theit ene- 
-mies, to doe goodto them that hate them and perſccute 
them )and it condemneth their wanton eye, and the adulte= 
xous thoughts of their hearts, and their couctous humour, 
admitting no vndeanrefle or impuritie, and forbidding all 
-injiquitie'& wickedneſle, be it never ſo ſecret or clofe. Sith 
therefore it is ſo oppoſite and contrry to mens affeions, 
wherewith naturally they be carried, and that it comman- 
deth to be holie, euenas God is holiez ir is manifeſt, tharic 
can necher bee of mans deuifing,, norof the diuels inven« 
tion : it remaineth therefore thatit muſt needs be of God, 
and conſequently the onely true Religion, 

9. Another argument is this: that .Religion which reſpe- 
-Qteth onely the glorie of God, is,and muſt needes bee the 
.onely true Religion..But ſuch is the Chriſtian Religion: for 
1t alloweth not any man to glorie in himſelfe, but ſheweth 
that whoſocuer glorieth, ſhould glorie inthe Lord, x Cor. 

x. 30-31. Rom.q.2, Therefore the Chriſtian religion is the 
.only true rgligion. HS Re 
10.Laflly, the ſpreading and prevailing of the Goſpeli 
-of-Chriſt ouer the vniuerſall world, whenas all the world 
(both Jewes and -Gentiles) were fer 2nd oppoſed agairf? 
it, doth demonſtrate plentifully and effeQuallie, that the 
"Chriſtiap Religion procecdeth from, God, ard that Ged 
is tke author thereof: for if it had not had aGod to. prote& 
and patronage it, and to make it paſſe currantly through 
the world, it muſt necdes haue been vitcerly ſupprefſed-&: 
choked, euen in theſpringivg and firft r;iſing thereof. For 
after the aſcerifion of Chriſt leſus jhro heauen , what were 
his few Apoſiles(in the iudgement of reaſonable men )able 
to doe, for the ſpreading & prevailing thereof, againſt the 
force and power of all the AMP Þk, 77 was then resdie 
| bent with all both fury and fraud, :yiolence and'yengeance, 
' ; . and 
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-and with all their deuices which they could inuent to ſup= 
. prefſe it ? Or what eloquenee had his few Apoſtles to per. 
{wade the world, or any therein,to the receiuing and em- 
bracing of that Chriſtia religion which they were appoint 
ted to preach ? They (as all men know) were reputed and 
knowne to bevnlearned men, but onely that they were 
taught and inftrued by the Spirit of God, which ( accor- 
ding to the promiſe of Chrift their Maſter) at the time ap= 
pointed, deſcended downe vpon them, being aſſembled ac 
Teruſalem; by which ſpirit chey were inabled to ſpeake all 
-lJanguages,and imboldened co preach his Goſpel and reli- 
_ gion in ſuch tort, and with ſuch puiſſant and diuine wiſe= 
© . dome,as nene ſhould beable to refiſtthar ſpirit they ſpake 
by,bowſocuer their perſons might be hjndred, moleſted, 
yexed and perſecuted. This,cuen this is-2 wonder of won- 
ders,and an infallible demonſtration of the divine yertue 
of the Chriſtian religio,that it having ſo few to publiſh ir, 
and ſuch as they were,& being incountred by all the Prin- 
ces and Potentares of the world,it ſhould notwithſtanding 
ſoſtrangely preuaile,as withina ſhort time to be vniuerſa- 
ly ſpread ouer the face of the whole earth, Who can now 
ſay but thar it was proteRed,& preuailed by the power of 
-: God?for the power of all the world was againſt it: and if 
. the Chriſtian Religion had beere no better proteRted by 
God, then by men,alas it had periſhed long ago,yea,it had 
neuerliued vntill this day,but it had been choaked cuen at 
the ficlt vprifing , and as it were in the cradle or infancie 
therof. Let all wits therfore throw down themſelues, & let 
all rongues freely confefle the diuine vertue of the Chrifti- 
an religion,which could not be Ropped or ſupprefſed:but 
was ſo mighty,as that the power of all the world, and all 
the deuils in hell ioyning with them, was not able to ftaie 
the courſe and paſſage thereef, but that it did preuaile,and 
chat within ſhort ſpace, ouer all the earth, And therefore 
the Chriſtian Religion(withour all doubt) is the only true 
Religion,which came downe from heauen,being brought 
by Ieſus Chriſt the true Meflias, from the boſome of God 


.che Father.Of which(bauing ſo many & ſo infallible argu- 
D ments 
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ments to proue to every mans ſenſe the trutirtherof) none 
can deubt,cxcept he will alſo. doubt whether the eye doth 
ſee,the care dath heare,and the heart doth ynderfſtand: the 
euidence thereof is ſo cleare and manifeſt,as that it is able, 
if not teconnert,yet to.conuineeall giinſayers whoſocuer, 
and to make vs that already profefle , firmely to hold the 
ſame ; knowing for certaine,that the Chriſtian Religion is 
the only true _— in the world,and that ſaluation is no 
wheceelſe ro be ſsught.For ruone ouer all the religions of 
the world,and where ſhal youfinde any fo pure, fo giuine, 
ſopowerfull,ſo miraculous ? it hath all che gnes,cokens, 
arguments and proofes that may be,for the ſplendent truth 
thereof, and to demonfirate , that vndoubtedly ir came 
from God. 


CHAP. IV. 


therein u briefly ſhewed , the religion of Mahomet, to be 4 
falſe and wicked Religion, 


Reg afF I ſhall ſpeake ſomething of the Mahometiſh 

Ss 23TA Religion, I thioke the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion will-appeare ſo much the more: for 
> when blacke and white are laid rogethex, the 
Sor. White carticth the greater eſtimation and 
glory with it, And beſide, Hahomet himfelfe teſtificrh of 


be calledor reputed the Soxne of God. But beſide the teſti- 
mony of all the former Prophets of the world, both Tewes 
2nd Gentiles (as is afore ſhewed ) who doe allteach, that 
he ſhould be the Sonne of God, S#:das doth moreouer 
confute this falſe Propher, who reportethin eres 

, that 
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that the Pharifies at Terufalem called a Councel to find out 
the father of Teſus.They inioined certain women to ſearch 
his mother ; the women affirmed they found her a Virgin, 
Then was it recorded inthe famous Regiſter booke of the 
Temple, Zeſus the Son of God,and of Mary the Virgin. This 
prouech, nor onely that the mother of Ictus was a Virgin, 
(which Mahoract truly beld ) but alſo that Teſus was the 
Son of God (which CHahomer alioweth not,) And indeed 
AM abomets ieligionis apatched rehgion, mixt partly wich 
Iudaiſme, partly with Gentilifme , partly with Papiſme, 
partly wich Chriſtiaviſme,bcing ſubcilly contriued for the 
_ erreRing of the ſame, andro bring followers afterhim, 
whereof (hall be ſpoken more hereafter, 

The beginning of 2{ahomets viurping., and of his ſeR, 


was thus:many hundred yceres after Chriſt, namely,in the Matthew Paly: 
yeereof our Lord 597.and in the raigne of Afanritizs che Hajlews Crs, 

'c (ib. 13, Drench- 
ſleer Chro.de.$a. 
rYacen.e# Tur, 


e/the ſounc of Abraham, by Agar the bond-woman, ha« 0rjz, 


Emperour, when as Gregorins Magnus was Biſhop of 
Rome,this A4ahomet was borne(veing of the line of //224- 


- ing ynco his father one Ab4ara, and ynto his mother one 
Emma,being very obſcure and baſe parents ) in Mechaa 
Citie of Arabia z his parents deceaſed, and left him a yery 
young Orphan, who in ſhort time by miſaduenture was 


caken captiue. This being once knowne vnto his kindred, Yolat,Grorg, 
one Ademonaples ( faith Volateran ) an Iſmaelite, bearing Ubata, 


him good wil,for his fauour and forwardnefle of wit, paid 
his ranſome, and made him ſeruant and factor in all his 
| merchandize. 

Not long after, his Maſter died without ifſue, and his ſer- 
uant Aabomet matched with his Miſtreifie,a widow of fif- 


ty yeares of age,called Eadigam, and ( faith Panlrs Dia- paul.Diac.ver; 
cons) his owne kinſwoman : ſorhat bis maſter being of Rem.(b.18, 


credit and ſubſtance,and his miftcis ( afterwards his wi® 

of no lefſe account,ane ſo ſhortly after departing this life; 

he ſucceeded them both in credit, and all their ſubſtance, 

and by this meanes grew to a great power and eftima- 

tion. Diacomes farther ſaith , that this Iſabomer for the 

ſpace of tenne yeeres gaue bunſelfe ſecretly by perſwafion 
Y wag | | 


Shel. Enead, 
L lib, 8, 


Auenine. 
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to bewitch the people, andother tenne yeares after, with 
Rogues & Vagabonds that repaired vnto him, with force _ 
of Armes, withſword, and ſhedding of bloud, he ſpent in 
ſ{ubduing of Countries. And laſtly, niae yeeres ke openly 
and manifeſtly enioyed as a deceiuer, a falſe Prophec, and 

a King ouer thoſe whom he had already infeed through- 
out Arabia, 

Sabelticns writeth , that Mahowers father was an Hea- 
then,& his mother an Iſhmaelite, wherby it came to paſle, 
that whileſt his mother taught ſomewhat of the religion 
of the Hebrewes,and his father on the other fide the reli» 
gion of the Gentiles. 2/ahomer (like a dutifull child, bur 
not like a diſcreet ſonne ) obeyed both,and that was ſome 
cauſe of the mixt and patched religion. He had the falling 
ficknes, which tooke him ſs extreamely,that he orouelled 
along theyground, and fomed piteouſly at his mouth, His 


wife being of great honour and ſubſtance, bewayled her 


hard hap in matching with a beggerly raſcall,8 a diſeaſed 
creature : buthee ( with his wily companions ) hauing 
taught a Doue to feed at his care, wherein he had pur 
oraines of corne, perſwaded his wife to be content , and 
that he was another manner of man than ſhe tooke himto 
be: namely,thathe was a Propher,thac the Spirit of God 
fell vpon him, and that the Angel Gabriel in the forme of 


_ a Doue came tohis eare, and revealed ro him ſecrets from 


God, whoſe preſence he was not able to abide : and there- 
fore was it that he ſo proftrared himſelf, 8 lay in a trance, 
His wife being herewith fatisfied , ſhee began to chatthe 
ſame amongſt her gofſips, ſaying: Say nothing my husband 
7 aPropher.The women after their manner (wherof ſome 
ofthem can keepe no counſell)blazed abroad that Afahe- 
erwas aProphet, and fo from women it came to men. 

'This being oncenoyſed , they flocked voto hins from 
all parts of Arabia. He being throughly inftruRed in Sa- 
rats ſchoole,and well ſeene in Magicke, obſerued the pre- 
{ent opportunity. The Romans and Perſians then war- 
ring together, Mahomer with his Arabians went,and firft 
took part with'the Romans, but afterwards ſerued thema 
: X np a NENT, I": 
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alice touch, and forſookethem,and thereby weakned that: 
fide. In a while after hee eſpied the Perfians go towracke : 
and hauing deſpiſed. the Romanes , he ſetreth leſſe by the 
Perſians, and then ſetreth foorth himſelfe with might and 
maine, with his Captaines and Lieutenant (called Amirel ). 
roſubdue nations, and to deſtroy the Chriſtians, to the end 
that he might eſtabliſh chat falſe religion, deuifed by him- 
ſclfe and his wicked contederates : he preuailed wonder- 
fully, 8 in ſhort time after his deceale (inthe: rime of Ebx-: 
' bezer and Haumer , that ſucceſſively reigned afterhimin 
Arabia/there were got & ſubdued to the Arabians, the re. 
gion of Gaza,the City of Boſira in Arabia, Damaſcus,'Phes 
nicia, Egypt, Paleſtina, che City Ieruſalem, all Syria,Anti- 
och,Edefſa,Meſopotamia,ail Perſia,yea,endin atmanner all 
Alia. ButI may not forget the end of 4ahomerwho in an 
euening ſitting vp late in-his palace, & hauing taken his fill 
of wine, wherein one of his companions had poured ſome 
poyſon, felt his wonted ficknefle approching, and.made 
haſtc foorth, ſaying, he mult needs depart to conferre with 
the Angell Gabriel, and goe afide,leſt hisglorious prefence 
ſhould be an occafionof rheir deaths: foorth be went,and 
remembring that a ſoft place was beſtfor his falling ſick- 
nefſe, downe he fell ypona dunghill, groueling along with 
oreat paine,foming at the mouth, and gnathing his teeth. 
The ſwine came about the dunghill, feli vpon him, woun” 
ded him ſore, and had eaten him vp, had not his wife, and 
others of his houſe heard the noiſe of the hogges, and 
reſcued the falſe Prophet. » Anrontzwreporteth,- that he 
was nct without ſundry diſeaſes, which:intemperare dier 
brought him : namely, the Plurifie, and akinde of Lethar- 
gie: for. ofcentimes. his tenfes ſeemed ro bee taken from 
him. He continued drooping the Ipace of foureteene dayes; 


Zouoras Annual, 


Tom.z, 


Ant £hro. part, 
A l1,13Cip.s. 


at length hedeparted this life. His belly had ſach a ſwelling 


that ir ſeemed .xeady-to burit; and his licnlefingerhowed 
backwards..In the tine of his fickneshe commanded them 
that were about him; that when breath departed-his body, 
chey ſhould. not Riraightway.bury hin; for hee ſaid,. char 
within three dajes he would aſcend into heauen;bur hereby 
D 3 appeared 
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apptured. ir hewwas/a Falſe Prophet, for they kept him a- 
bouerhegraungd thethicd and fourth day,yea(as Flores Hi- 
oriariemteltifioeb) che ſpace of thirty daies, in great hope 


tis: would:riſe. and; aſcend accord ing co promiſe ; but they 


lib. 6. 


> This was the 
- "report _— old, 
4 con, Cirro. | 
F "= 2: (4), Fo nature, draw t0cthem the 
 Pofſgers. 
| Dren{icr. 
| Cbroz. 

| Navel. 


Gen 22. 


$.4;6.6. 


. I 


t. 8 


Sahil, Aentad. 
$.E5,6. 


Falcicul. Temp, 


-— 


Aw nothing, fauingthatthey felcan inwllerableftench, fo 
thatingreardiſdaine(ſaith, A:tonizr) Emm longe 4 domibus 
Protecerunt,they calt him far from houſes, But his com pa- 
nions(ſuchas conſulted with him, & concealed his falſhood 
and trecherie.):remembring chemſelues, and iudging that 
thedifdaine of Z{abamer would be their diſcredir, and his 
all theig-foileand ſhame,they ferchrhim againe, they cheſt 
him in:an-yron coflio,.( ſaith Sabeliiczes and Narclorus J 
chey-bring him vnto the famous remple of Mecha(in which 
Citioheawas barn) with great ſolemnicie, as if he had never 
been frdredwpaniche dunghill with ſwine; they conuay to 
che roofeof the. Temple mighcy Load-ſtones, they lift vp 
the yron'caffiitwhere the Load-ftones according to their 
yroa,and hold it vp, aad there 

hangs Mabomert on. bigh; rt 2 
Thoſe thatembrace thereligion of cMahomet, are called 
Saracens:for it wastie pride of 94ahomet rohave them {9 


. catiedzto aduancehis owneroftine and profefiion, becaule 


he knew-himi(elHincally/deſcended of 7/Bm4el the fonne of 
Agar the bondwoman z rhezefore toayoid this reproch; he 
bare the world inand , that he came of $arathe free was 
man; the wife of fbraham, and called bimſcife and his fol- 
lower8 Saraten2. : Sabe/licws wiiteth, that the Grecians of 
ſpiterdge hanrtocaliabe Saracens, Apatens'; forthat they 

S4INE! mabato! Apr. 1: HD BY: 
-:6'Dbis *Afabomer while bhetliued,v vied the companic of 
:Chiihzans,-Jewes, and Infidels :: Hr. vt poapwiarior cfſes eius 
tex ,ex ormmunm geutinm felt aliquid aſſumpſit: Andcothe 
«end bjs law:nvght bi-otbe more! fauoured.,7 nee bortorwed 
{omethivg: obtuary. Sett.: Saran furniſhed himwith tree 
1nſtrumenrs;; as;belpes to bring! his: miſchieaous intenc a- 
bout, The fift-was aJew, :&-great Aſtronomer and a Magi- 
cian, who opened ta himar large the Tewiſhfollics : the {e- 
cond,one Toby of Antioch; the third,one Sergixs a Monke, 
wo AT9TD wa 
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both;abominable heretickes, Eueryoneiplaid hispart;  To:! 
flatter the Chriltizns,he was contenc tobe baptizedof Sx.) 

ins, and of theſe heretickes helcarned with the Sabellians; Sibel. 4s 


todeny the Trinitie, with the (Alanichees ta eſtabliſh rwory;s, g + eng 

beginnings, with Amunomtiastodeny theequallpower of the F 7 1:4 
Father and the Sonne , with Afacedoninitorcalbrhe holy "fc 
Ghoſt a creature , and with the Nico/aits roallow many. 4 Het 


wiues,and wanton luſt, Sergizs the Monke alfo perſwaded 

Aahomet in his Alcoran(tois the book of the law termeg) | tut.Chro.part.z 
to commend the humility of [Chriftian Monkes::and !/!.1 5.00, 2» 
Pricfis : hee made him allo deliner rhe Saracens a Monkes: 
coule, which they vic to this tay, a!fo 1vZar HWonarhornm | 
rmultas genn flexiones, mary Geckings and croachings like þ 
the Monkes. Matthias a HMachenra adderh; jiitithey vie Malthins a 
ſhauiny;and this no. doubt was the Monks deQrime. They #494 de Ser- 
cqmmend che blefled Virgi:: Atary , confeffe Gad:to bee "ian ibals 
te goueraour of ajl things , andr.hec Teſuc init was rhe £,2:mic fg Tur, 
Apolile of God, begotten by tne 4gell Gabrieldn Marg Us.2. 

the. Virgin, who never Knew man, . and thar he was greater 

and worthiezchen man: they allow the Miracles that Chriſt 

did, and theGolpell ( fo [zire foorthas it agrecth with the 

Alcoran) and Aofes and the olde Teſtament, correcting _ , L 
therein({o preſiumpruous is the Spirit ) certaineerrors. Hee g 2 A_ 
cailed bimiclite a Prophet,and that hee was ſent of God to 

ſupply the Impertections of all lawes: he forbad his fol« 

lowersall pitures and4meges in their Temples, hee forbad 

the eating of fwines fleſh ; he commanded purifyingsand 

waſhings, ad [imilitrdinemn Indeorim, atter the manner of 

the Icwes, The Chriſtians haue Sunday fortheir Sabbath, 

the Tewes Saterday, and CMahoret Friday,rto difſent from 
the Hedrewes aud Chriitians : or, as e-1#:oxzus writeth in 

che honour of Venus the Goddeſle of Arabia, thereby the 

rather to winne tnat country ;people: and chus ic pleaſed : 0 
him to deuiſe areligion mixcof all .theſe, tothe end hee W 
might haue of all religions ſome to build vp his kingdoines 
And indeed Mahomert tooke the aduamage ofthe time x 
for char time waga time of difſeation amoug Princes, and 
of diviſion amongſt thoje which called themielues:Chit- 
| : is D 4 | fans 
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ſiuitis. Herac/Hioeth;Emperoit, and Cho/drovs King of Per- 
fia- wereiat-deadly- enmitie; one warring againſt another. 


. . The Seytahianvatioo were-of neicher fide, bur ar laſt again 
. both, raiſing power of themſclaes, hauing 2fahomet their 


ring-leader. The; Church was! tronbled with diuers ſects 
&herefios,avwith Neſtorizhs, Tacobites,Monothelices, &c. 
And then was there cotitention' amongſt the Biſhops, who 
ſhpuldhane che proud title of yniverſall Biſhop. God was 


. bigblydiſpleaſed with this wickednefſe, and ſuffered Naci- 


' dnsrorile a$.4 rod or ſcourge to-whip his people: for where 


che hedge is broken, there it-is eaſte for the beaſts of th2 
field eoenter and {poyle. Now the yanity and falſchood of 
this religion may be proued thus, | 


_ v'vF'iBirſty by the newnes of it: for it is but of late yeares 


' > begtin, andthere wag'acuer any prophecie that did allow 
.., of ſuch/a'Prophet, - or; of the dofrineof ſuch a one. Aud 


therefore he 1comerh in his own name, andſo conſequent» 


: tpnotto:be xeceiued, 


\, Matth. Pays 
{ bift, 4ng.in 
- Hen.z. 


| Flor hill 


1ecob de Foragp. 
legend. 157. 
Laonic. deveb, 
Pure. lib, 3+ 


411.Chro, 


1:12: Secondly, hee: did no miracle at bis comming, and 
therefore no 7eaſonthar any ſhould beleeve in him. Hee 
ſpake 'ynto; the Saracens'of himſelfe « Now [um miracylis 
ant indioys ad'v0s miſſus: 1 am not ſent veto you with mi- 
racles &fignes, There was no diuine power ſhewed in all 
his praRtife.+7:>: ©; DE a 92010 
3. Thirdly, irjs manifeſt chat:24Zahomer was a falſe Pro 
pher, becauſe he faid that withinthree dajes after his deat! 
he ſhould 'aſcentd-intotheauen; which was notoriouſly falle, 
as before appeareth.,. oo ne 
4- Fourthly; the religion. of 27ahomer is fleſhly, con- 
ffting. in'naturall delignes:and corporall pleaſures, which 
ſhew that man,/and not the diuine fpirit of God, is the au- 
thor thereof; for it is +permiteed the Saracens by that his 
law to haue foure wives>(though theſe be of nigh kinne) 
yea five, marrying themvitgins, and to take beſides as ma- 
ny ofthem which they-haue bought and taken.captines, a5 
their abilitie will ſerue ro maintaine, The paradiſe likewiſe 
promiſed to his followers is this, namely 'they ſhall hauc 
garments of filk, withall ſorts of colours, bracelets of gold 
TN == ol and 
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and Amber, parlours and banquetting houſes vpon floods 
and rivers, veſſels of golde and filuer, Angels ſerving them, 
bringing in gold, milke, filaer, wine, lodgings furniſhed, 
ctiſhions, pillowes, and downe-beds, moit beautifull wo- 
mento accompaniethem, maidens & virgins with twinck- 
ling eyes,gardens and orchards with arbours, fountaines, 
ſprings, and all manner of pleaſant fruite, riucrs of m:lke, 
. Long,and ſpiced wine,all maner of ſweet odors,perfumes, 
and fragrant fents; and to bee ſhort, whatſozuer the fleſh 
ſhall deſire toeate, Thus flefhly people haue aficfhly reli» 
gion, anda fi:ſhly paradiſe to inhabite, But like Propher, 
like people, and like religion: for Mahomrr himielfe was 
ſuch a Reſhly fellow, as that though modeſt ears are loth 
to heare, yer becauſe the filthinefle of this Prophet may 
not be concealed, I muſt vtter it : Hee commirted buggery 
with an Aﬀſe; Benfinizs writeth it : Againe, hee committed Bonfin lib. 8, 


adulterie with anothee mans wife, that ypon diſpleaſure —_ 
was from her husband ; and when hee perceiued the mur. = in Ro- 


mure ofthe people, hee fained that hee had receiueda pa-,., 4. 
perfrom heauen, wherein it was permitted him fo to doe, Art Cys part 2 
rothe end hee might beget Prophets and worthie men. As !#.1 5 cap.2, 
eaine, Mahomret(as Cali reporteth Jnad fortie wiues,and : "maſt pe 

further hee gloried ofhimſclfe, that it was giuen him from 77.17 %.., 

aboue to exceed tet men(faith Clconard ) fiftie men (faith py;z. 2, cap. 5, 
 Antonins) in carnall luſt and venerie. Azicenna one of .4sicenna Me- 

Aahomets owne (ed, is himſelfe brought in difſliking of taphiſ. 

this religion, for this reaſon: Becauſe Mabomer(faith hee ) 

hath ginenvsa law, which ſheweth the perſettion of felicitie 

ro conſiſt 11 thoſe things which concerne the bodie 3 whereas 

the wiſe and ſages of old had a greater deſire to expreſſe tie— 
elicits: of the ſoulethen of the body : as for the bodily fel: 
citie though it were granted them, yet they regarard no! nes. 
ther eflcemedit, in compariſon of thefelicitie which the ſoule 
requireth, His paradiſe and doQrine is ſuch, as there ſee- 
meth ſmall difference berweene Epicuriſme, Atneilme, 0 
Mahometiſme. _ cue chi 

5  Mahomets lawisa tyrannicall law: for hee made it pare.z 74,14, 
death to diſpute of ir,and ifany man ſpeak againit is ( -_ CAP. 4. 
ice 
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hee) Proditore 
death. And againe, Sine andientia accidatur:Let him be pur 
to death without comming to his anſwer. Da ſarione 
(faith Sabellicas)palam fecit nihil ſynceri in ealege effe, & ce. 
By which decree hee rranifeſted, that there is nothing fin- 


Sabe LL. denend.s 


- Fororat Anna! 


- Ant,chreepart. 
Aa.tit,13 Cap.s5. 


occidatur :-Ler him betraiterouſly put'to 


cercin thatlaw, &c. Moreover, hee wrote inthe Arabian 
rongue,and taught his followers, that his religion, A g/a- 
aio cepit,per gladinm tenetar, & in pladio terminatur: Be- 
o3n bythe ſword, is holden by the ſword, and is finiſhed 
orended in the ſword, Which ſheweth that the ſword and 
arme of ficth is ail the author and proteQor that his religi- 
on hath. Againe, Afahowet made this law amongſt them, 
ſaying: He that ſlaieth hu enemte,or v5 ſinine of 1s enemie, let 
him enter aud poſſcſſe Paradiſe. Re ipakelikea man wich a 
carnall ſpirit ; reaching reuenge to the vttermoſ?, and pro- 
wiſing paradiſe toſuch:but noproote of a diuine ſpirit ap= 
pearcth.in him, | : | 
6. As Mahomets religion is defeaded by force of ſword 
and fraud, inſo much as hee made it death co ca'l. it inco 
queſtion: ſo likewiſe did it begia,as by the force of ſword, 
ſo likewiſe by notable fraud, and was eſtabliſhed through 
wiles,Geceit,ſubrilty,and lyes, For firſt hee hauing the tals 
ling ſicknes, perſwaded his wife and others, that ic was the 
power of God, and the preſence ofthe Angell Gabriel chat 
cauſed himto fall downe. Sergzas the hereticall Monk was 
at hand,and bate falſe witneſic ro the ſame(ſaith Zonoras.) 
He told them that the ſame Doue which he taughe ro feede 
athis care,was ſcmctime an Angel, and ſometime the boly 
Ghoſt, He had three companions all fa confederacie, to 
deviſe and face cut lyes with him. When he perceived that 
men gare eareto him, hee fained that the Angell Gabriet 
had caried him to Icruſalem, and ihence-to-baue lifted 
bim vp to heauen,and there tohauc learned his {aw. 

He made the Saracens beleeue, that before God made 
the world,there was written in the Throne of God, There 
#510 God,but the God of Mahomer, When he had framed his 
Alcoran, and bound it vpfaire, he cauſed ſecrecly a wilde 
Alle to bee taken , and the booke to bee bound abouthis 


necke, 
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necke, and as he preached ynto the people, vpon aſudden 
2c ſtood amazed, as if ſome great ſecrecy were reuealed to 
him from aboue, and brake out and told the people; Be- 
hold 'G O D hath ſent youa law from Heanen: noe toſuch a 
aeſart,there you ſhall finde an Aſſe,and a booke tyed abont his 
ccke, The people ran in great haſte.they found it ſo as he higek 
had faid, they take the Aﬀle, they.bring the book, they ho- Fl 6 "1 
nor the Propher, Touching divorced and ſeparated wines, *" > 
he told the Saracens he had recejued a paper irom heauen, ; :, lih.3 cap, 
He vſcd ſoothſaying and divination, the which at Fefla, a : 
Ciric of Mauritania, ynto thisday is called Zarragia. Hee 
perlwaded his followers, that at the end of rhe world hee Born. inRofas, 
ſhould be transformed into the form ofa mighty Ram, full £©7-1-5577.18- 
of locks and long fleeces of wooll: and thetell that held of | 
his law, ſhould be as fleas ſhrouding themſclues in bis ſlee- , 
ces,. and that he would iumpe into heauen , and foconuey 
then all thirher. Theſe nd ſuch like were his ſl:jghts, ro 
beguile a fooliſh, rude,and barbarous country people : the 
foolerte, pride, and vanitic of whoſe Religion, Itruſt cncry 
one doth tuficicatly perceine, 
7, Mabomets religionis no true religion, but a mecre 
deuice of his owne, and ofcthree others his falſe conſpira- 
ors : for nehath patched rogether his Alcoran cf the do- 
Ctrine of Heathens, Indians and Arabians, uf ſuperſtitions 
Jexves, of Rechabirs, of falte Cariftians C hereticks, a: Ne» 
{torians, Sabellians, Manichees, Arians, Cerinthians, Mace» 
donians, Eunomiens, and Niceolaits, of iPuſions, and inuci- 
tions of their owne : and lafily, (for furtier credit jhe bor. 
rowzd ſome out of the old and new Teltiament, But God 
willnot thas be ferued :; for hee deljuered his mind of cid 
vats 1{racl, and heis nor changed, but continueth the {ame 
God fiill, Ye foal not (faith God) dos every nan what ſoee FH 12. 
meth hins good in his own eyes ; Whatſoencr 1 command ot, 
rake heed you do it : thorn ſhalt pat wothing thereto, nor tak? 
on7ht therefrom. Satan being conjured to Celiuer the truth 
of the Alcoran of 1abomer,ſaid,thar therein were compil- 
{d twelue thouſand lyes, and the reſt was eruthiby 21! like. 
lihood yery little, And therefore Leonclude, that there js 
| n9 
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Faircel temp.” 


-no euidenceto prove” /{ahower atrueProphet, many to 
. prove him to be a falſe Propher,and blaſphemous,and pre- 
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ſumptuous and his religion to be a wicked,carnall, abſurd, 
and falſe religion, proceeding from a proud ſpirie, and hn. ' 
mane,ſubtile,and corrupt invention, and cuen from the de- 
uill, the crafty father of lies, a murtherer, and mankiller 


from the beginving. And ſo much hereof may ſuffice. 


CHAP. V, 


1herein u ſhewed that the Charch of Rome u not the true 
Charch of God,nor obſerneth the true Religion. 


9 Am now entring into that great contro. 
@F ucrfie betwecne the Proteſtants and the 
? Papiſts, whether of them ſhould be the 


2 in Chriſt: for they both acknowledge” 
Ged;and Chriſt his Son;and allthe facred 
and Canonicall bookes of the'Scriptures, they confefle ro 
.come from God,and from his divine Spirit, as indeedthey 
could come ſromno other. But whiles they both confeſle 
this booke, it is goed: reaſon that they ſhould. both: Rane 
to the arbitrement and indgement of theſe -bookes; for the 
triall of the erue Church: which if they-doe,(as indeed they 
muſi) his: controuerficis atanend, and not worthy to be 
wade a queſtion,or to be doubted of: for by the ſacred and 
Canonicall writings it ſball by and.by be manifeſt, that the 
Church of Rome caunot.betke rrue-Church poſſibly. Bur 
firſt let vs heate what'it-faith fer'it felfe, and what good 
grounds it hath for the fortification thereof, For,if ic be not 
-builded vpon a-gcod foundation, andvpay 
.a$ will hold the whole building'is like to li 
to come toruines: 0 7 TESTÞor.5 6k : 
7 They hold very fliffely (bur not fo Rirovgly:) that the 
Church of God militant herevponeirth, igvifible ro the 
outward cye, and imay bee pointed our:by:the finger at 
-all rimes,. in ſuch ſortas tharonemay know whether to 
c EE has refort 
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9d true Church,and erue worſhippers of Gad—* Y 
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reſort asto the congregation of Gods people there to joyn 
himſelfe vnto them,and to praiſe and pray vnto God with ..... ... : 
chem, and to doe thoſe things which he requireth at their ben _ EY 
hands. But all this cannet profit them,nor hurt vs : far as heChach - 1 
in the primitiue Churches, perſecuted by thoſe tyrannicall ourward ſhew . * it 
and heathen Emperours, there was a Church of God, 15 no certaine 
(though not ſeene of them)who had their meetings 8& af- + inſepeaong 
ſemblies amongſt themſelues (though ſecretly becauſe of = E walks 
their enemies:)fo likewiſe in the dajes of Queene Mary, ASimily, k 
as alſoin all other times of the perſecution of our Church | 
by theRomiſh Biſhops and their partakers, our Church 
no doubt was, and might be; and they likewiſe had their 
meetings and aſſemblies, though both they, and the place 
_ of their reſort were ynknowne to thoſe their perſccutors, 

In the time of Dzocleſian the Emperor (eſpecially) Chri- 18. 
Ntians were ſo waſted, as to the iudgement of men none | 
were remaining,their bookes were burned, the Churches 
deſtroyed, and themſelues put to death : in the end when 
this great hauooke was made, and cruelty had waſted and 
deftroyed all that could be found, there was then the viſt. 
ble Church ? It muft needs bee then inforced to hide ir 
ſelfe, and ſo it was, and the glorie thereof ſo eclipled,that 
for a while it ſhined no where. And therefore the Church 
is not alwaies viſible and ſcene to the outwardeye, nor 
ſplendent in the faces and ſight of men, and yer a true 
Church notwithſtanding, as then it was: forit is the Sun, The Chuncl 
though it be ſometimes overwhelmed with a cloud ;and it 29 alwates +. 
is fire ill, thongh it be ſometimes raked vp in embers:an4 Gs 
ſo the true Church is and may be, although rot ſeene or 
knowne to the world, yea though ir teeme overwhelmed 
with tyrannicall malice, and hide it ſelie as rhough it were 
cleane extinQ. 

2.Let theamnell me where the Church was vifible, when | 
being aſferabted at Ieruſale,chere aroſe a great perſecution 4-5-1. 
againſt ir,in ſo much as they were all diſperſed and ſcatce- 
red,as the Text ſheweth, Oclet the tell me, where or how 
the Church was viſible, whe Chriſt was ſmiteen, and althe ,,,, ,, 2, 
reſt were ſcattered and hid,and concealed ay 
ace 


FO. $4 _ Gods Artow againſt Atheiſts. 
| - faceofthe viſible Church was then not in Cbriſt-and his 
Apoſtles,bur in the Iewes among the Scribes & Pharifies: 
* and therefore if viſibility bee ſuch a marke of the true 
Church, then theſe ( who crucified Chriſt) were the erue 
_ Church,and not Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles: which who 
DS ' gdareaffirme? Yea, who will not deny ?Yea,when the ſhep.. 
heard was ſmicten,and the ſheepe ſcattered,and yet atrue 
Church ; who can deny bur that a true Church may be, 
=o though is be not apparantly viſible, & ſeene tothe world ? 
EE 2. 4. What ſhall 1 ſay more? Doth not S. 7obz in his Reaclation 
p euetI2. 6:7+ teſtificexpreſly,That the Church of Chrif(fignified there 
= by a woman )fugit in ſolitudinem, fled into a deſart, or wit= 
W_ -* dernes,where ſhe had a place prepared for her of God,and 
where ſhe could not for a certaine ſeaſon be found of her 
perſecutors? Let them further ſhew me how the Church 
2 was viſible inthe time of E545 the Prophet, when he com= 
- 1.Kings 19.17. plained that himſclfe was left alone : O Lord( ſaid he ):hey 
be ec, hane forſaken thy conenant, they haue deſtroyed thine Altars, 
and ſlaine thy Prophets with the ſword, and 1 amleft alone. 
, #4545 did netthinke himſelfe to be /o/15 prophera relifins, 
(as Campias anſwered inthe Tower)l ſay he ſpake not of 
himſclfe only in that reſpeR : bur in this reſpeR, - that he 
took himſelfe tobe the only true worſhipper that was left 
in Iſracl: which is manifeſt by the anſwer which God gaue 
"him : namely,that befides him he had ſeuen thouſand true 
worfhippers yet remaining , which had not bowed their 
knee ta Baal: I demand of the Papiſts, when ELas knew 
n0 other true worſhippers of God but himſclfe,, how the 
Ee: Church was vifible?for whither he ſhould goto finda true 
Rp worfhipper be knew not. Againe,it is written in 2, Kin.16. 
char ynder the reigne of Achasthere was taken a patterne 
of the Alcar gf the Idolaters of Damaſcus, and that Vrias? 
the high Pridft remoued the Alcar of che Lordawhereby ic 
appcareth, that the Prieſthood was corrupiediiieer re- 
moued,and conſequently the ſacrifices ceaſed, &c. What 
vifibility of the true Church could there beinthoſe daies, 
either of Achas, A{anaſſer,. aud other Kings being Idola. 
ters, then the Temple it ſelfe (where onely by the Law of 


2 
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and defiled with heatkeniſh Idolatric ? ,What Church or 
| Congregation could any man(in this caſe ) hauereſorted 
vato, to have performed a true and acceptable ſacrifice yn. 
to God in thoſe rimes, when the Temple of Ierufalem 
: (which was the place to worfhip at) would admit no true 
worſhippers,but only Idolaters ? Ic is therefore manifeſt, 
that a true Church may be, though they know not a con» 
gregation of God to reſort to; yea though itbe cloſe and 
not {gene or known oneto the erher,nor yet tothe world, 
And conſequently vifibility ( which the Papiſts make a 
marke of the Church)is no perpetuall marke thereof. Yea, 
if ſuch viſibility ſhould bee a marke of the true Church, 
then were the Idolatrous people in the time of E/zas,inthe 
time of eLchas, X1anaſſes,and many other Kings of Iſrael 


that were Idolaters, the true Church , who indecd were | 


the falſe Church : and then were E/:as and all other the 
true worfhippers of God, who had in thoſe times no pla- 
ces left to ſacrifice in, the falſe Church, which is abſurd, 
Chry/oRome ſaith,that inche time of the abomination of de= 
ſolation(ſpoken of by Chrift leſus,in Mat. 24. ) that is, in 
the time of wicked herefie,which is the army of Antichriſt 


(as heexpoundethit:) N#1/z probatio poteſt eſſe Chriſtiani- * 


rats neque effugium poteſf eſſe Chriftianorum aliud volen= 
tinm cognoſcere fiaetveritatem , niſi ſcripture dinine: No 
. proofe can be made of Chriſtianity, neither can there bee any 


other refuge for Chriſtians which are defirons to know the | 


truc faith but onely the dinine Scriptures. And therefore I 
conclude (which is apparant) that the true Church ſome = 
time is in ſuch a ſtate, as that viſiblenefſe cannot diſcerne 
or prouc it, but onely the divine Scriptures mult demon- 
ſtrate and declare it ; and conſequently it is demonfira- 
tiuely manifeſt;, that it is no true poſition of the Papiſis, 
that the Churehof od 11 alwaies &+ enermore viſible, ſeenc, 
ard ſplendent , to the outward eye and view of the world, 
Wherefore the Papifts doe vs great injurie, and bewray 
their owne ignorance, when they wauld haue ys to ſhew 
our Church jnall times and ages ( which notwichſianding 

| per- 


"IE. 
God,the Tewes were to offer the ſacrifices) was polluted 
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* perhaps may be done)for our Church was alwaies, though 


: 2.Thef. 3 +Y- <0 
The Church 
; may. Err, 
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it were not ſcene or knowne to them, bur lay hid and kept 
it ſelfe cloſe from their fury and tyranny , as the firſt and 
Primitive Churches did from their bloudy Perſecuters, 
Our Church was then perſecuted- in thoſe times when it 
could not be ſeene, and many then, hke conſtant Martyrs, 
endured the tyranny ofthat Romith Religion ; ſo chat 
ſome were banithed, others fled into other Nations,ſome 
endured martyrdom at home, ſome other hid themſelues, 
but the whole Church generally was vexed, and oppreſ- 
ſed. And therefore when our Church was thus perſecuted, 
it13agood argument ( Ithinke) to ſay; Wee had our 
Church then and alwaies, though a perſecuted Chureh, 
chough a Church chaſed and purſued , though a Church 


ſcattered , though a Church not ſeeneor viſible to them, 


yeathough in it ſeife jt were enlightened from God many 

ages together, namely,till the tyranny of Antichriſt were 

ouerpaſt, ha. 
Secondly,another errenious poſition whereby they are 


-miſerably deceiued, is this ; They hold the (hnrch cannot 
erre: andtherefore ſuppoſe beczuſe the Church of Rome 


was once the true Church of God, therefore it is ſonow 
andeuermore. As though there might not be an Apoſtafie 
in the Church, which S. Pazlaffirmeth-there ſhould. Or as 
though aparticular Church ( for the Chutch of Rome is 


but aparticular Church)could not erre?Yea;as though ge. 


neral Councels(whichrepreſent the whole Church)could 
not erre:for ſo they afficme but how truely, let the world 
iudge. And if it may be ſhewed that general councels haue 
erred or may erre, then they yeeld their-canfe in this be- 
halfe. I wifh they would for their owneſakes:for falſe Ie- 
fuites and Semenaries do bur deceive themſelues & others, 
-to their owne confuſion inthis-world,ahd except they re- 
pent, in the. world to come.” ROT 

That generall Councels may erre,is manifeſt by Augn- 
#:ne,who plainly teachetb, that only the Scriptures cannot 
erre,all other writers may erre, Prouinciall Councels may 


.erce : Laftly, he ſaich z Concitia gue finnt ex vninerſs orbe 


'% brite 
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Chriſtiane pricre pofterieribus ſape emrndars, cum aliquo 
experimento rerum aperitur quod clauſuns erat, &- copniſcie 
tur quod latchbat : That generall Councets which are gathe= 
red of all the (briſtian world,are often correfted, the former 
by the later when by any triall of thingsthat 1 opened which 
was hut, and that u knowne which was hidden, AGenerall 
-Councell may be corrected(ſaith AugniFine.) Ergo,it may 
erre. And therefore AugnFtine ſpeakerth plainely to Maxi 
 wianthe Bifhopof the Arrians: Neither ornght I to alleadge 
the Comncell of Nice,nor thon:the (ouncell of Arrimine , to 
'rake aduantage thereby< for neither am 1 bound, nor keld by 
the authoritte of thr,nor thon of that ; ſet matter with mat» 
-ter,cauſe with canſe, or reaſon with reaſpon.; try the matter 
by the authority of the Scriptures, not proper witneſſes to avy 
of vs but indifferent witneſſes to v3 both, 


Ia the time of Confantixe thar Chriſtian Emperour, Theodor.6b;2, | 
was the firR and laſt Coyncell of Nice, wherein 2Ccording £c4p.18. 


to our Creed was decreed, that Chriſt was God as well as 
-man. In the time of Conſtantine ( Conſtantin; Sonne) fa= 
uouring the errour ofthe Arrians, it waz decreed in the 
Councell of Arriamine, that Chriſt was not God, but onely 
man. This Councell of Arrimine diderre (and that grofſe- 
ly) ina matter of faith. Ergo, it is palpable that a generall 
Councell may erre,cuen in matters of faith. 

Againe, generall Councels haue beene contrary one ts 
the other, and that inmatters of faith : as the Councell of 
Conſtantinople condemned the ſetting vp of Images inthe 
Church:and the Councell of Nice afterward allowed Ima- 
ges.One of them(being contrary) muſt needes bee erront= 
ous : Erge, a generall Counccll may erre, 


The generall Councell confeſſerh it ſelfe that it may concil,Tom.r. 
erre:For the whole Councell prayeth inthe end of a gene- de ord.celeb, 
rall CouncelKin a ſet forme of Prayer that is appointed to 497%. 


be ſaid after.cuery Councell)namely, thatGod would /p- 

norantie ipſorumparcere, & errori indulgere : Spare their 

*gnorance, and pardon ther error: Ergo, agenerall Coun- 

cell may.erre, 

The Pope of Rome ( whom &_4 Papiſts held for head 
| of 


mindib.z,Cap.4 


Auguſt, Tom.Ce , 
lib,2.Contra D8* 
nalif. | 


Aug.cont.Maxi- 
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Ext 092% oftheir Church.) may erre »\E*p0;theirwhoſtChurch may 
$49 _ efre.e Auguitine proucrhiterres: Beate memorie Innoceu- 
; =_—_ . 7h * tins Papa ſine baptiſmo Chrifti, fine participationg.corps- 
oy 5:68 "—4 ris Of ſanguin Chriſti, vitans nou habere paruulq aoret': 
Bebeld, Pope Innocentites of bleſſed niemury doth tzach, that 
yoring children cannot beſaned, except they reretne the bgp- 
tiſme of Chriit., and alſo.the communion of the body dnd 
blondef Chrift TIT | 
But this is taxed for an errour : Erpo;the Pope of Rome 
may erre,and conſequently.che whole Churck vnder him, 
except perchance members haue a priueledge abouethe 
head. Burywhat ſhall Tneedcoſtand hereupon? their owne 
Canonlaw (2s is euident in thedecrees) doth ſay exreſly 
har. if the Pope be found negligent of his owne and his 
brethrens ſaluation; yea, though hee leade innumerable 
people by heapes to the devill of hell, no mortall tnan may 
preſumeto reproue him: becauſe he himſelfe being to 
judge all;is to be judged of none, niſi deprehendatur 4 fide 
denins ? except hebe found erring from the faith :' wherby 
it appeareth,that they thought he might erre in matters of 
faith, orelſe thatexception was put in vaine. But the 
Popeis no other thania-man , as alſo the members of his 
Churth be, and 4ymannm eferrare; all men are ſubicTto 
error, Lec enery man takeheed how he rruſteth che Pope 
orany wan morrall;for it is written, Ter. 17. Aaledifins 
homo quiin homine confidit; Curſed is that nan that putteth 
bis tru in man.And why? Becauſe (as the Prophet Danid 
faith, Pſal. 116.) 4/ men are Hiars in their words, and ſinners 
in their works, But when the doEtrine of that man of Rome 
Popiſh errers, and ofhis Church is in diuers things cleane contrary to the 
22 exprefle-Word of God , who can denie but itis an appa- 
rant erring Church. ? | 
Ignorance and. , . As whe it: eſtabliſhed jgnoravce tobe-rhe mother of 
Prangeneſſein devotion , which Chrift calleth the 'morbet'sf error, ſay- 
aaleak aca ing: Te erre not knowing the Seripture,Mar.22.29.who can 
chufe but thinke,thar ic bath no good meaning-in it, bur 
purpofed onely to build vp the pride of the Pope, of bis 
Cardiaals,Biſhops,Pricſts, Monkes, and other their Eccle- 
| | TIS fiaſticall 
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fiaſtical men?Chifi biddech the peoplero ſearch the Scrip» 
eyes John 5.39.this Antichriſt forbiddech them, ſaying, it 
is perilous, it cauſeth ſchiſms, ſe&ts,and hereſies ; as though 
they wete wiſer thi Chriſt, Againe, the Apoſtle Paul come 
mandeth, that the word ef God ſhould dwell plentifull inthe 
people, whereby they might t-ach themſelues : Col.3.19. But 
the Pope of Rome and his Church allowerh not plentifull 
knowledge of the Word. in them, yea Ignoranceis the 
knowledge that he wopld.defirethem to haue, Who would 
notjuftly ſufpect fucha Church:, and: fuch_ z2religion;yea, 
condermne it; when to maintaine & continue their Charch 
in errors,they would haue none of the people to ſearch any 
Scriptures, wherby they might be diſcouered?Thus the fil- 
ly Papiſts(whom.I pitic Jareled like blind men they know 
not whither,and with thek: s2plicita fides (-which is to bes 
leeue(for their part they know not what ) are lamentably 
ſeduced? It is good themſclues ſhould fee and know whar 
they belceue,and that their faith and belecte bee right, leſt 
at laſt rhey bee (through Quermuch truſt of their reachers) 
extremely deceiued. The peopie of Berea were highly com- 
mended; and it is noted to their praile, thar they ſearched 
the Scriptures,to ſee whether thoſe rhings were true or ro 
which Paulhimſelfe teached: 48:47.For whoſocuer bebe, 
yea though he were an Angel framiheauen,it he teach mat. 
ters contrary to the Doctrine:of che holy-and canonicall 
Scriptures, we are to hold him accurſed, yea and accurſed 
againe,as the Apoſtle of Chr: ſt Ieſus 9. Pani commandeth:; 
Gal. 1.8.9, | TT OTE | 
Againe , the Church of Rome whenlit:taught and hols 
deth, that che Scriptures were to be- read-ymto the people 
or congregation it-an vaknowne tongue; What were -the 
people the wifer?Saint Paul would haue al things done to 
edi! ying in the Church. For ſaith.S, Park; 7s gut (Hpplet lon 
_ Crs inaatts, quomodo diiturus eft Amen adtuanm gratiarum 
allionem quandoquid:m quid atcas neſcir? How ſhall he that 
ſrppticth' the place of an walearned\ man ſay. Amen ts thy 
chankesgining. , when he vnderſtangdetb-not what tho ſateſtt 
: Cor.14, And in, that. whole Chapter bye vererly diflis 
ro  ERST OS DART YH — 
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keth ſevkice inn miſnowne ngue: Atl therefore if che 
Church vfRoine willnor conſeſſe their ror herein, ſhe is 
paſtall ſhame, and hath the irpudent ard ſhameleſſe face 
of an bartot. | ; 


| Aran Purge >>: Thty hauc all devifed ud defended d place of Purgato- 


ry;wbereia-all that depart this life be pur, and there puni- 
ſhed;(being a puniſhing fireYratit they helpe to fetch them 
out with their Maſſes,antd other their inuentions and deui- 
ces: whith'they willnot doe,nor thinke they haue reaſon 
ro doeexcept-they haue good' current coine for the ſame. 

| Andtherefore it maybe wel and juſtly called Purgato- 
ric Pick-purſe : and it is manifeMly apparant hereby , chac 


_ wealtbandgrear riches of the Clergy, was the only aaarke 


they aimed art; For it hath no*warrantin the Canonical” 
babkes of the Scriptures : yea', the Canonicall bookes of 
Scriptures ſhew the contrary , and ſo doethe ancient Fa-. 
thers. Chriſt inthe Goſpell, Zx4. r6:ſhewerh only but two - 
places,namely,Heauen and Hell sGying,har the rich mans 

ſoule( which was vamercifull to Lazarnus ) went after his. 

dearh to Hell;and there was tormented; and that Zazarmus - 
ſoule(he being dead)was carried into Abrahams boſome, 
a place of ioy and comfort, To the Theefe which was exe- . 


_ cured atthe Paſſion & ſufferingof Chriſt; and belecued in - 


him;Chriſt anfwered ,Hodireri merumin Paradiſo ; This. 
day foalt thow'be with inein Paradiſe : Luke 23.43. Which - 
ſheweth tha the ſoules of the faithfull never comein pur- | 
gatoryfireto be bdited 2nd punifhed : forall their finne is - 
forgiuen,8 conſequently, the punifhmenr incident tothe 
ſame,jis forgiltedalfo, andtheir ſoules paſſe from death ro 
life,and intoParadif, place'of comfort, deleQablenes, &.. 
all ſweernefſe;nartiely, heauen where Chriſt is, Yerely, Ve- 
rely, 1 ſay v#to you faith Chrilt ) be that heareth voy word, 
aidbeleeueris himthat ſent mee hath eternal lifa,aud com. 
merh-yot owe eondemniition, vt PſehJrors atath to life : 
Joh:5:35.Whar is become then ofthis Purgatory? S. Part - 
faith,7 rower tobe difſolned:amdto be with Chrif:Phily 23 
ſhewing therby;chit preſently after his dilſ6lation,he was 
to be with Chriſt in gloty; For we kHor(faith he) rhar when 
F 50a : To: this 


- Gods Arrow again} Apheiſts. Gr 
this earthlytabernacle of onrs 1 difſolued, wee hane a buil- 
ding not made with hands but eternal in the heauens, 2.Cor. 
5.1.Saint /ohn in his Reuelation ſaith, Bleſſed are the dead 
which die in the Lord : from henceforth they reſt from their 
dabenrs, and their workes follow them, Reucl.4.1 3. If from 
the time of their death they haue bleſſedneſfe and reft x 
he ſheweth,) then are they nor in any Purgatorie fire to 
ſcorched arid malefted. Saint Peter telieth the Saints and 
children of God,and affureth them of it, That the end of 
their faith ts the ſaluation of their ſonls, 1. Pet. 1.9, If falua- 
cion of their ſoulcs begin at the end of their faich,, which 
lafleth vnrothe end of their life, (and no longer, for then 
they haue the fruition and poſlefſion of that which they 
belecue and hope for) then is it manifeſt there is no Purga= .2nbr.lib.a.de 
torie, Ambroſe faith, us hic nos receperis remiſſionem pec- v0no mortit. 
catorum, lic nonerit win celo; quia remiſſio peccatorum 
- vita eterna eft. Hee that heeve in this life recetueth not re- 

miſſion of ſeunes, ſhallnener come into the Kingdome of hea« P 
wc : for tife eternall is remiſſion of ſinnes. ( Ypriar faith, corta.cnte 
Dnando iſtine exceſſnm fuerit, nulius iam locus penitentie, py, nar, 
nullas ſatufaflionts effettns: bic vita aut amittitur aut te- - -W 
retnr: hicſalutiaternz cultn Des & fruit pronidetur, And 
againe by & byhe ſaith, 7's /#b ipſo licot exi:u &- vite tems 
poralis occaſu pro aeliftis Denmrgges,qui verns & vnns eff, 
venia datar confitcnti, & credentiindulgentia ſalutaris, & 
ad immortalitate ſub ipſa morte tranſitnr ; That is, F/hen me 

are once departed hence, there us then no move place of repen- 

rtance,no effe & of ſatisſattion: heere life ts either loſt or kept : 

heere proutſion 6s made for eteruall ſaluation by the worſhip 

of e4,and fruits. And therefore ſaith he, Doe thou call npox 
Ged,though it be at thy laſt gaſpe, & departare of this thy tt- 
porall life; but call upon that God which ts owe and true; par= 

don is gien thee if thow confeſſe thy ſins, and ſauing forgine- 

neſſe if thou bel:exe ; and from death preſently thou ſhalt paſſe 
to i1mmortalitie. Hieromaich,that the time of ſowing their y;er ig Gat ce 
ſcede for Chriſtians is this preſent life, and that as ſoone as 4 
this life 1s ended,they reap euerlaſting life. Augnfiize faith, | 
Primun fides catholicorum dinina authoritate regnum eſſe | | 
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mancan come onto me,except my Father draw him,lohn 6. 
44+ If he muſt be drawne before hee can come, hee hath 
no prochiuitie or willingneſſe. of himſelfe to:come.. And 


- therefore is it that the Prophet faich, Chnuert thou me and . 


I feall be connerted , Jereqy 17. ſhewing'that he hath no 
rower in himſelfe to be conuerted. And S. Paulſheweth, 
xhattill God gjue grace,rthere 45 none that doth good, no not 
one,Rom.3.10,8&c, For ail the Philoſophicall vertues and 
good deeds which men doe before they haue faith (which 

is the gift of Goa) are fin,andnot acceptable to God, lob. 6. 

29. For ths Apolile witnefleth, that without faith it 11 in 

poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb, 11.6. Andihat whatſoener ix not 

of faith,ss ſine, Rom. 14.23. Cbrilt himſelfe againe ſaith, 
that except men be ingrafted into bim, they cas bring farth 
nofruit,lob.15.1,2,8c. Parloften teacheth that we muſt 
be new men,and caft off the old man, Epheſ. 4.22. And a- 
gaine. he bids vs to bee renewed in the ſpirit of onr mindes, 
Epheſ.q.23.And moreover he ſaith, that che natural man 
perceineth not the things that are of God,neither cauhe: f or 
"y | they 
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they are ſpiritually diſcerned, t.Cor.2.14.And againe,that | 
it 12 God that worketh the will & the deed,Philip. 2.13.And 
he plainely confeffeth of himſelfe and of all others, tharwe 
are not able of owr ſelues ſo much as to thinke a good thought, Li% 
and that al owr ſufficiency 1s of God, 2.Cor.3.5. Which pre- jj $e 
miſſes doe ſhew chat our-ynderſtanding is blinde, and ouc ml 
wil peruerſein any diuine matter,or acceptable ſeruice yn- or 
to God,till God do inlighten the one,and draw and moue ; 
the other vnto himſelfe. Thus hath-God ordered matters, 
rs the end himfelfe might baue all the glory aſcribed ro 
him, as good reaſon he ſhould. For what is man fince his 
failin 44am, buran abieR and runne-away from God, of 
himfelfſecking by-paths, and crooked out-waies, leading 
from God,8& from his worſhip, except he be affified from 
aboye? (wbich is figaified by Adams hiding himſelte from 
the preſcyge of God after his fall.) And therefore Augu- 
frin ſaith wits: truly; Hominem bbero arbitrio male v/ars, -_ ad art, 
+ ſe + illud perdidifſe : That man haning ill vſed his free "oh bo ow 2 
wel that he 2ad bath now both loſt himſelfe,and that. And a= ,ap.z0,0 lib.3. 
gain, Liberwm arbitrium captivatur,ne quid poſſit ad unſti= cap. 7. & an 
tiam: That free will is taken captine, that it can doe nothing 29%-cap. 3.9 
rowardirighteonuſnes. And againe, Hominis non libera ſed 4 3-0 Us poſes. ; i 
Deo liberata voluntas obſequitnr : Not the free will, but the 2 + Bee, 
freed wil of man(which is ſet free by God) doth obey and yeeld HM 
obei/ance, And againe, Liber non fore, quod Dei gratia non 
liberauit; That the will ts bound and not free,zill God delizer 
it and [et it at liberty.Cyprian(which Saint AuSten ſo often 
citeth) ſaith, De nulogloriadum, cc. Man mnuſ? glory of x0- 
thing becaxſe nothing is owrs:therfore euery ma annihilating 
hisowne power muſt !:arnewholyt9 depend upon God. And 13h 
Chry/oftomiaith,that Omnrs hozzo no modo naturatiter pece | $/ radep.. 
F 3 P fans. riens ad Wi 
_ Catoyſed totus precatiim eff: Enery man 14 ngt onely ſinſuil ua- pauſa in W 
' Ittrallp, but a altogether ſir, Andtherefore S. Par ſhews Ger. Hom i 
eth, that til! a man be regenerate or borne anew, and vnrill - In" 
he beerenewed in tne {pirit of his minde , hee bath in him Wo 
nothing elſe bur concrpsſcentias errors ; lults and afefttons 
after error. Eph.4.23.24. ſaying likewiſe, that by aararews 
are the ſounes of wrath, EpheL. 2,3. Which alfo Chriſt hime 
| E 4 ſelfe 


a 


[””  .  ſelfeteſtifiechts Nicodewn , ſaying, That that which 5s 
| = borne of the fleſhis fleſs , and that which is borne of the ſpirit, 
"Hh _  $rſpirit,and that except a man bee borne anew by that ſpire, 
' he can uener ſo much as ſee the kingdome of God, Toh.3.3. 
8c, And therefore S. Paw! tellech,that there muſt be a zew 
creature, Whoſocucr-will be in Chriſt Ieſus, anda renewing 
and Mctamorphoſis of the minde(he vſeth the very word) 
before mencan finde outthe good and accepcable will of 
God and what pleafeth him, Rom. 12.2. Itherefore con. 
clude, that the Papilts are farre wide, and know not the 


- by that great fin and difobedience of Adam, whileft they 
ſtand to defend freews/in naturall men, Indeede it appea- 
Teth to be free and too free vnto euill , buc it is fo:bound 
and faſt tied from defire of any- divine duties & that God 
muſt firſt draw it out of that ſeraitude wherein ip is,and ſer 
it at libetty, and moue it tocome, before it wilt ſhew any 

readinefle rhat way. I cruſt therefore they fee, thar their 
Church not onely may erre,but erreth molt groſly in many 

ints- | | bt | 

They holdthac in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 

aw in oxe kind» 16 18 lawfull to debarre the people ofthe Cup : and ſo they . 

— vie 2 which is contrary to the inflitution of Chriſt, Bibite ex 

11 hoc ommnes ; Drinke yee all of this, Mat.26.27. And as well, 
and by as good authority may: they take the bread from 

_ the people likewiſe, Andi is contrary to the expreſle do. 

Arine of S,P ax, x.Cor.11.23,28. (who, as himſelfe teſti- 
fieth, delivered the infticutionof Chriſt)for he ſaith, Lee «4 

» man examine himſelſe, Et fe edat, e+ bibat 3. and ſo let him 

' eate of this Bread, and drinks of this (uppe. Sothat he muſt | 

& drinke as well as he muſt cate, And thar the people ſhould. 

bee partakers , and receiue in both kindes , was obſerued 

"— many bundred yeaxes in the Church after Chriſt. Inſomuch, 

” Ciromperims as Pope Gelafins decreed, that all they ſhould be excom- 

- -&e conſecra, municate,, which would receive but in one kinde, But 

 Bf.2, Rome that now is, is aot Rome that then was ; but wich 

" 0x her Councell of Conſtance, is not aſhamed to goe againſt 
all Antiquity,and all Diuinity.” 


But 


—_ ” 


miſery and thraldome of men, wwhereinto they are falne | 


But they hold(which is a merueilous grofle errour allo) 
Tranſubſanciation inthe Sacrament,namely, that after the 
words of Conſecration, the Bread and Wine are changed 
intothe very ſubſtance of the body. and blood of Chritt ; 
And this they would ſeeme to ground vpon theſe words, 
Hoc eft corpus menm, This 1s my bodie, Mat. 26.26, which 
chey will haue ro be expounded literally. But why then 
doe they not expound the other words of Chriſt licerally 
aiſo concerning the Cuppe? for the Text faich,in the 27. 
and 28.verſes, That he tooke the Cup, &+c.and ſaid, This 14 
»3 blood. Tam ſure they will not ſay, that che Cup was che 
blood of Chriſt (as the words be) but they will grant a fi. 
gure in thoſe words: namely, Continens pro contents, that 
by the Cup i meant the wine #n it. If then they will adinic a 
figure in this, why may there aot be a figure in the other? 

'namely, ffgnatum pro ſigno; that theſe words, This 11my 
body, ſhould bee vnderftood thus, The bread i a figne of 
» bodie (which was broken for you.) If we looke intothe 
o14 Sacraments of the Iewes, namely, Circumciſion, and 
the Paſchall Lambe,we ſhal finde the phraſe of ſpeech ob- 
ſerued. For Circumciſion was called the Lords Couenantr, 
when indeed it was not the couenantſasall men do know) 
but a Ggne and ſcale of che Covenant : for the Coucnanc 
was this to Abraham: Ero Deus turns, & [elhinss tu, 5c, 
Twill bs thy God,andthe God of thy ſeede, Gc. Genefis 17, 
Rom.4.21. So likewiſe the Paſchall Lambe is called rhe 
Pafſeouer, when indcede it was but a figne of the Paſſeo- 
uer, or paſſiag ouer orthorow the red Sea (which was a 
mighty and moſt wonderfull deliverance, Pharaoh ind all 


his Hoſte being in the Sea, when they pafled thorow as on 
dry land.) Inſomuch therefore as it is vſuall in Sacraments | 


ſo to ſpeake, it is not againſt reaſ@n, bur ſtandeth with ye- 
ry good reaſen tothinke , that Chrit Teſus in inſtituting 
this Sacrament, wbich to tne Chriſtians is the ſame that rhe 
Paſchall Lambe was to the Iewes, did hkewiſe call the 
bread his body,ia ſuch ſort as the Paſchali Lambe was the. 
Paſſcouer : tnar'is to ſay, gjecive'y - that-as the Paſchall 
Lamb was called the pafſeoutr,and yet was but a ſigaeand 
| remetn- 
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EX A "a 85 WO Gods Arrow againft Atheifts. 
We —*xzerembrice oftheirPaſſcouer : ſo the bread was called his 
body, & yet it was but a figne & remembrance of his body, 
And thatthis is the right expoſirtion,may appeare by che 
: words of Chrift, where heſaich, Do this in remembrance of 
E orgetul.coxc. me,Luk. 22.19. Tertnllianlikewiſe doth fo expound them: 
*  Marcionih.4. for be faith, Chriſt faid, Hoc eft corpus men,zd eftifigura cor. 
E ve inPſel8. poris mei;T hu u my body that 14, a fignre of my body. Angus 
=p ftine likewiſe faith ; Chri?s mirada patientia adhibuit ud; 
fs ad connininmsin qus corpory & ſaugutnis ſui fignram diſci- 
pruli tradtait:T he aamirable patitce of Chriſt admitted 1 us 
2 das to the banquet ,whergis he delinered to his Diſciples @ fi- 
* Auguſtin Tom. giire of his baay and loud. And againe he faith, Nox danbira- 
- 6.608, Adainite uit Domin dicere, Hoc eft corpus menm,cum daret ſignum 
S -  - Corfioris ſui: The Lord doubted not toſay, This irmybody, 
when he gene but the ſigne of his body, And this expoſitian 
muſt needs betrue; for S. Pax faith plainely and expreſly; 
1 Cor.11.26.28. That the communicant doth eate bread; 
Ergo, it remaineth bread, after the words of conſecration, 
*-For X it weretranſubſtantiate into the body of Chriſt,then 
were there no bread to cate, but the body of Chriſt is the 
thing that ſhould be eaten. Bur none do eate the. very hady 
. of Chriſt:for if euery communicant did cate the very bo 
of Chriſt oaturally,carnelly,and really (as they groſly ſup- 
poſe) Chriftfhould nauvea number of bodies, which is pal- 
pably abſurd & monſtrous: and befide,then euery.commie 
nicant ſhould be ſaued,yea,cucn 7rdas himſelfe (which is 
knowne to bethe child of perdition; ) for Chriſt ſaith, He 
that eateth my fleſh,and drinketh mybleod, hath eternall life: 
Joh.6.54-Indeed the ele & podly doeate Chriſt & drink 
Chrift,bur how ? net carnally,but ſpiritually, and by a true 
_ faith,apprehending Chriſt, & applying Chrift with all his 
benefits as firmly vntotheir fuules, as the bread & wine is 
applied to their bodies.Befides, if Chrit gaue his body to 
be caten really by his Diſciples, at the time ofthe inflitutis 
of this Sacrament, what was it that did hang on the Crofie 
on the morrow? Moreouer,S, Peter faith, Act.2.21.that as 
rouching the body of Cliriit lifþ teavens muſt contin him 
. xmotheendofthe world: UN body be itrheauen, & thar 
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be hath atru2bedy(as all men know he harh)how canic be 
thathe ſhould be both in heauen and in earth, as touching 
his bodyat one timefFor.though he haue a glorified. body, 
yet he recaineth the nature & property of a crue body till, 
which can be bur in one place at once, And fo faith Ange 


fline, ſaying, ( orpits domini 19 quo reſwrrexit, 


Uno tant um 1918 Toby. 


Joco-efſe poteſt : The boay of the Lord wherein heroſe againe, TOs 


canbe but in one place onelz,But the Papifts, to helve them 


ſclues,are driven to ihis,ro ſay,that there is a miracle-in the 


Sacrament,and thac Chriſt is there miraculouſty, Where 


unto I anſwer,that ifthe bread be turned into the very bo- 
dy of Chrift by.a miracle,then ſhould it appeare viſibly to; 
for the nature ofeuery miracle is to bee viſible' to the oute 
ward eye & (enſcs:a5 when Chriſtcurned water into wine, 
it ivas viſibly wine, when AZoſes rod was turned into a'{er. 


pent,it was vifibly a Serpent: and ſo if the bread be turned 


12ro the very body of Chrilt it is vifibly his body,if you wi 


[ 


hold a miracle to be wrought therin. But Agu/tinanſyes 


reth,there is-no miracle in the Sacrament,faying thus; Hg 
narem targuam reticioſa poſſunt havere, ftuporem tanguan 
mira nou poſſmnt:The Sacraments may bane honour as things 
relimtons but they are not to be admired at as miracles.T hoo- 
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dovet aiſo is moli expreſic againſt Tranſubſtantiation , for 


thus he faith, N:qze enim figna myſtica poſt [anTificationem 


Theed.figts 8.3, 


recednnt a natura ſua: manent enimin priore ſubflantia, fi- 


gura & forma, & videri & tangipoſſunt ſicat prizs. That 
is, The my/ttcall ſegnes after conſecration, co not a-part ſrow 


their nature, for they abtae ſidli#n their former ſubFtance, fi» 


gure,and forme,and may be beth ſeene and felt as before, 


Gelaſins a Pope himſclte , dorh ſay moſt plainely, that 


there is no Tranſubſiantiation in the Sacrament:his words 


be theſe, 1Von deſinit ſubFlantia vel natura pants & ini. Gelal. contva-: 
certe 1mago, eh ſrmailitudo corporis & ſanguinis Chriſitin age Enty:9: 
tioge myfieriorum corports Chriſltcelebratur: The ſubſtance 

or nature of bread and wine doth not ceaſe, aud verilietvere 


is the image and ſimilitude of the body and blond of (kriſt, 


celebrated 'in the altion of the myeries of the body of + 
Ghrif, And therefore ] conclude, that the Church of 


Rormec . 
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Rome which now is,is not the ſame which it was in former 
crimes, bur it is become degenerate and reuolted from that 
former purity, which once was init : And conſequently ir 
is exprefly manifeſt, that tbat-Church both may and doth 
erre. 
The Church of Rome doth further Fold, that their Pope 
hath authority to depoſe Kings and Princes. But by what 
title ? Ic is'cleare that in his either ſo doing, or attempting 
todee, heisboth a notable traytor ynto God, whole aus 
thority hee doth claime and arrogare, andynto Princes ts 
whom hee ſhould be ſubic, For, the raiſing and pullin 
downe of Princes, God hath reſerued to himſelfe alone, 
in his power: For zt # he. (not the Pope) that depoſeth the 
mighty from their ſeates , and exalteth them that are of law 
degree, Luk. 1. It whe (not the Pope!) that putreth downe 
Kings, gineth kingdomes to whoiyſoener he will. And ic is 
he that celtifieth of himſelf, faying, Per ave Reges regnant, & 
principes dominantur : By me Kings veigne, &+ Princes beare 
dominon,Dan.2.20.and Chap.4.t4 and 2 2. Seeing there- 
fore it is God rhat hath this high authority proper to him- 
ſelfe, which way can the Pope claime ir, without iniuric 
and treaſon vnto God-? Will heclaime itby reaſon of his 
keyes, and inhis Apoſtolicall right ? That he cannot doe; 
For he muſt remember that the keyes giuen, were the keyes 
of the Kingdome of heauen, Niat.16.19, And therefore by 
authority of the keyes he-cannot meddle with terrefiriall 
kingdomes, to open anentrance for any into them; or to 
ſhut out or exclude any that be in then. And befide,Saint 
Pan! the Apoſtle doth fay exprefly-borh of himſelfe, and 
of the reſt of the Apofiles, that how greac authority ſoc= 
uer they haue for the ouerthrowing of ſtrong holds, {thar 
is, of rebellious thoughts, and proud conceits, and ſiffc- 
necked opinions ſeated in mens hearts againſt God, as 
himſelfe expoundeth inthe ſzme place) that alltheir po- 
wer and meanesto conuert men, is onely by the ſword of 
the Spiric, which is the Word of God, and by the power 


* of the keyes committed to them. In all which their autho- 


rite, given ynto them from Chrift,hee confeſſcth plainly, 
f, ' OF - 2+ Cor. 
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2+ Cor,10.4.that the weapons oftheir warfare,are not car- 
all,but mighty through God ; that is þirirmnall, Which 
words doe demonſtrate, that by their Ecclefjaſticall mini- 
ſerie, they haue clearely no ciuill auchoritie committed to - 
them, 

And moreouerit is manifeſt, by the praQtife of the Apo- bes 
les and all cheir precepts (commanding all Chriſtians to 
obey heir Rulers,their Kings, & Princes, yea though they 
were perſecutors)charthe Apoſtles neuer had any fuch au-- TY 
thociry. committed tothem: Rom.r 3.1.243.4, 1. Pet.2.13 j 


Tit.3.1.And therfore it is vndonbtedly true, that the Pope 
of Rome cannot claime ir by any ſuch authority. Againe, 
the Biſhop of Rome can claime no more atthority by the 

ower of the keies,or of binding and loofing, then any 0+ 
ther Biſhop elſewhere may doe:for the keies, that isto ſay, 
the power of opening and ſhutting, and of biading 8 loo< 
ſing; /oh.20.22,23. weregiuento all the reſt ofthe Apo. 
files as well as to Peter, And conſequently for any Miniſter - 
of the Goſpell, thereby to claime authoritic aboue ano- 
ther, is abſurd : for they. be all indifferenily ioyned in one ; 
comtilfion,and therefore have all equall authority : and A 
therefore the Biſhop of Rome by vertue of the keies, hath #* 
no more authority then any other Biſhop harh; chat is to | : 
fay,none atall rodepoſe Princes. Their dutie is rather to 
prattiſe obedience themſelues rothem, and to teach the - 
{ame obedience toothers as the Apoſtles of Chriſt did. Yea 
Chriſt himſelfe ſaid his kingdome was not of this world : Toh, 
18. 36.Himſelfe likewiſe refuſed to be made a King : lohn 
6.15. Himſclfe paid tribute voto Ceſar, and commanded 
others to giue the ſame, and all other duties of ſubieRion 
and obedience vnto { 2/ar : Mat.22.21.It he were ſubiect - 
to Ceſar , itis a ſhame for the Biſhop of Rome to exalc : 
himſclfe aboue (ſar. 

Bur perchance the Bifhop of Rome will challenge,rhis 
his ſoueraigne authoriry ouer Princes by donation from 
Conftantine,orſome other Chriftian Emperour, Indeede 
ſuch fables fomerimes he is aot aſhamed to vrter; bur ler 
it be the frongeR way for him,if you will, that ſome Chri- - 
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ſiian Emperour was ſo fooliſh as to giue him his Empire, 
(which is neitherlikely ror credible ) yer ſay I,it was nei-. 

" ther lawfull nor tolerable for him to rake ir, if he will be a 
Miniſter of the Gaſpell, or ſucceſſor of the: Apoſtles, For 

Chriſt hath expreſly forbidden his Apoliles, and in them, 

al che Miniſters of the Goſpel,all ſuch domiaion, and ciuill 
iurildiQion, ſaying thus vnto them, The Kings of Nations 

raigne oner them,and they that be great amongſt them,beare 
rule or dominion : but it ſhall not be ſo with you,Mat.20.25. 
26. Mark. 10.42-43-Luke 22.25.26. 

Which words bee molt prohibitorie, and (hew that they 

may not Tajgne like Kings of nations , nor beezre rule as 

great men in thoſe nations doe: but they muſt ſerue in the 

Church, and bee diligent to diſcharge that great charge in 

the Chutch,w bichcheir Maſter Chrift Iefus hath laid vpon 

them, And therefore every way the Pope of Rome hath no 

title, but is hereby an vſurper, and an intruder, and a noto- 

rious and odious traitor both ro God and Princes, And be. 

fides,all the ancient Churches haue affirmed and acknows- 

ledged the ſupreame authority of Princes,aboye 8 quer al 

both Prieſts and people. And thertore ſaith Tertallian,Co- 

Tertulien. ed (ns Imperatorem vt hominem a Deo ſecundy, & ſolo Deo 
Scapulam. minorem;Wehononr the Emperonr as the next man ts God, 
h and inferionr to God onely, And againe be faith, that Prin= 
Tertul, in 4þ0- ces are, eA Deo ſecunds,poit enum prims,ante ones, & ſuper 
loget. omnes:The ſecond to God,” the firft next after God, and be= 

fore and ener all men, 

Opratws inlike fort ſaith, Super Imperatorem non eft ni 

Opt atus = s  ſolus Ders qus ſecit Imperatorem: There 1 none aboxe the 
cine, ng E mperour,but God onely which made the Emperour, And 
pulum Antioch, Cliryſaftome ſaith, Paremuilumſuper terram non habet: He 
homil.z. .bathao equall t1earth, And Gregorie Biſhop of Rome, 
Gregor. Epiſt-6b. hjmmſelfe affirmerh, Thar the power 15 giuento Princes from 
— B mo? heanuen, ot oncly ouer ſonldiers,but Prieſts. And therefore 
pE I conclude,that the Church of Rome which riow is, is not 
the Church which once it was, but is wonderfully fallen 
into corruption,and growne joto pride, both againſt God, 
and his,anointed Pringe ; and conſequently.noganely may 
. erre, 


efre,but doth erre,and that moſt deteſtably and abomina- A 
bly inthe higheſt degree. 

The Biſhop of Rome doth further hold , that hee hath 
authority from God to foffiue finnes : and thereupon he 
ſenderh forth his Chatters of Pardon , his Buls and Indul- Þargons, 
gences,to ſuch as he meaneth to aſſoile; The Scribesin the 
Solpell could ſay, None can forgive ſianes but God: Marke 
2.7.0 14.4. Efay 44-25. It checefore the Pope of Rome 4.4 

Will taxe vpon himco forgiue finnes ( in that ſort he doth) It 
hee muſt proue himſelfe cobe God, otherwiſe his aRti- | 
ons will not be warranted , how often in the Scriptures 
33 it ſaid of Gad,that he forgiueth iniquitie and tranſgreſ- 
fions 2 aſcribing that authoritie only to God, and to no 0. 


ther, 


I neede not recite any particular places, the whole book 
of God is plentifull herein. Idoe not denie,but Miniſters 
of the Goſpell haue power to bind and to looſe ſinners : 
( as Chriſt himſelfe ſheweth Martrh.r6. ) but how, and 
whom ? They can neither iuſtific the vnrighteous , whom ; 
God abhorreth, nor yet condemne the godly and faithful, p 
whom God dearely loueth, Inas much therefore as they ; 
cannot pardon fuch as God condemneth,nor yet codemne 
ſuch whom God acquitteth,Ro.$.3 3.34.it is manifeſt that 
all cheir power of binding & loofing finners,is limited and 
bounded within the compaile of Gods word, which they 
may not paſſe:for if they do,they go beyond their warrant, 
2d ſo all that they do,wi:l be of no force. The incredulous 
and obſtinately wicked perſons, they may by warrant of j 
Gods word prononnce condemnation again!t, except they 


dorepent,and tothe afſurediy faithful, repentant,and god. {, 
is . , R 

ly perſons, whoſe continuall care is to pleaſe God,& walke \. 

;n his wates, they may pronounce the ſentence of vndoubs " 


ted and certaiae fajuation, becauſe the word of God doth 
affirme as much ; and this is all the binding and looſing of 
ſianers which they haue, For in all their pronunciations of 
pardor?7, & forgiuencs offins they muſt be ſure they ſpeake 
not in their owne names,nor their owne wils & pleaſures, 
but they mult doc jr in the name of God, being fir aiſured 
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'thatitis his word, will and pleaſure, which they vtter. Bur 
the Biſhop of Rome obſerueth not the rule of Gods word 
to ſquare 8 meaſure his pardon by : but:pardoneth whom 
'he lift, and ashe lift, as if he were a God himſelfe, baning 
abſolure power in. himſelfe(without reſpe& of Gods word 
.or will)to doe whar he lit. In ſo muchas Teaitors and re- 
-bels againſt God andtheir lawfull Princes,he will not only 
pardon without exception, but he will aber them in their 
.damnable_.courles, till at laſt ( when itis too late for them 
-torepent) they will (if they. take not good heede in time) 
feele the ſmart of itin hell torments together for cuer. 
'What the religion of Rome is, may appeare by this that any 
.man for money may get aparden for his finnes ; and then 
what ſinne need rich men-feare to commit, when aPopes 
pardon will ſaluc all? or how can it bee otherwiſe then 
arcligion of licentiouſnefſe, when for money a man may 
haue a licence or diſpenſation againſt any fin whatſocuer. 
Theſe things bee ſuch open blots to the Romith religion, 
as that worthily euery good and godly minde hath it in 
deteſtation,and doth juſtly condemne ir. Yet further will I 
proue,that the Church of Rome cannot be che true Church 
poſiibly, 

1. The Church of Rome doth hold, that the divine and 
Againſt Tradicj- dacred Scriptures doe not containe all things neceſſary to 
05, ſaluation:but their vawritten traditions mult (forſooth) all 

| bee recciued with equall & like authoricy;for ſo hath their 
Councell of Trent determined, And Pope Leo the fourth 
feareth not to pronounce with a loud yoyce, That he that 
receiueth not without difference the popiſh Canons, as well as 
Concil. Trident 1 the foure Goſpels beleeneth not aright , nor holaeth the Ca- 
decret 4 [el]. rholike ſaith effeftually. The Deccerall Epiſtles alſo they 
Difin®.20.4- number with th icall Scriptures. And Pope Agathn 
- ibells,- Di. PuUMber with the canonicall Scriptures. And Pope Agath 
ſlin& 15.cep. in {aith,thar all the ſanRtions and decrees of their Romiſh See 
canenicia . Di- are to betakenas eſtabliſhed by the diuine voice. Which 
ftinit.1g.cap.ſic blaſphemies who canabide ? For heereby they make both 
_—_ rhe Scriptures imperfe& ; and not ſo content, doe further 
adde vmto thoſe Scriptures, 
_ . Whercinthey commit two notable finnes ; firſt, accu» 


fing 
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fing the ſacred and Canonicall Scriptures, that they con= 
taine not all matters neceſſary to faluation:which is direR- 
ly contrary to therteſtimony of Saint 7ohz, who faith, That 
theſe things are written that ye may beleene , and that in be. 
l:eutng ye may hawe life cternall;and cleane contrary to the 
reltimonie of S. Paul,who faith That the Scriptares (giuen 
by duine inſpiration ) are profitable to reprone, to teach,ts 
corrett,to inſtruft,and perfet the man of God, 2 Tin.3.15. 
. Ergo, the Scxiptures or Word of God written , isatrue, 
ſound , and perfe&t whole doQtine , containing in it ſelfe 
fully all chings needfull for our faluation, Yea,S. Paal faith 
expreſlely tro Timothy, That the Scriptures are able ta make 
bim wiſe vnto ſalnation : 2«Tim,2.15. Andtherefore the 
Church of Rome being cleane contradiftory, doth maruel- 
louflyerre : and therefore alſo we neede none of their yn. 
Written craditions. 

And againe , how ſhould wee be aſſured that thoſe tra- 
ditions which chey call Apottolicall, be Apoſtolicall, con. 
fidering chem nor written by the Apofiles? Argnſtine 


ſpeaking hereof, faith thus: $7 gue reticnir Jeſzs Chriſtis, uu, in ift, | 


quis noſtrum dicet hoc vel illud eſſe? Et quis hoc dicat, ad lanuar. 
quomodo probebir ? That is, If Ieſus Chriit hane kept any 
thing cloſe, which of vs ſhall ſay 3t s5 thisor that ? And if any 
ſay it is this, how will he prooxe 5t ? Foral] the errors of the 
Church of Rome, ſhroud themlelues vnder the barbour of 
traditions. And Chry/oſtome faith flatly 7hatſoener s5re- | 7. prox 
quiſite for our ſalnation, 4s contained in the Scriptares. And ol M JT hens 
againe he ſaith, Al rhingsbe cleere cx manifeſt inthe Srripe 
tures and whatſoener things be needfull. be manifef there. 
And Hierome in the prolegue of the Bible co Panline,after 
hee had recited the bookes of the New Teſtament and the 
Old, faith thus: 7 pray thee(deare brother) among theſe line, Hirom* inbis 
mnſe vpon theſe know nothing elſe, ſeeke for none other thing, . gs of the 
And againe,vpon the bookes of the Olde and New Tefta- __ 
ment: Theſe writings be holy, theſe bookes be ſound, there is 
none other to be compared to theſe: whatſoener 13 beſid? iheſe, 
714) in no wiſe be receined among theſe holy things. Andean om 
gaine he ſaith, A other things which they ſecke ont or tnuent pe 4 ? 
F at 
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at theiy pleaſure, without the authority and teflimony of the 
Scriptnres(as though they were the traditions of the Apoſtles) 
the Word of God cntteth off. Let vs therfore ſtand faſtto the 
written Word of God : and as for their traditions, which 
they cannot proue, but obtrude ynto ys without teſtimony 
of Scriptures, let vs contemne them. For as «-/thanaſir 
ſaith ; The holy Scriptures tnſpired from God are ſufficient 
to all inftruttien.of the truth, And as forthe: other point of 
che Papiſts in equalling and adding their traditions , their 

Ldecretall Epiſtles and Canons,to the pure and divine word 
of God, it is blaſphemy intolerabl2 , and who can endure 
it? For doth nor God ſay thus, Tze fball put nothing torhe 
word which 1 command yon, neither take onght there from? 
Deut. g.Andagaine he faith; 7/hatſoewer 1 command you, 
that take heed ye doe onely wo the Lord : put nothing thereto, 
nor take ought there from. And doth not S. John in his Re- 
uelation ſay, That if any nn adde to this Booke , God ſtall 
adde onto bim the plagues which are. written in this Book+, 
and fralltaks away his part ont ofthe Booke of Life ?' Þ£oOn- 
clude therefore, that the Church of Rome, which doth not 
contenther ſelfe with the ſ:cred & holy Scripture (which 
the chaſte Þoule of Chriſt evermore doth ) is not the true 
Church of God: For there ſie ſh:zweth: her ſelfe to bearc the 
marke of a ſtrumper, . But when ſhee proceedethand 2d. 
dcth her owne traditions, Decrerall Epiſtles and Canons, 

tothe word written; and maketh them to be of as good 

andequall authoxity, as the Canonicall-and ſacred Scrip. 

rures themſelues: what greater pride could have bin ſhew- 

ed,or what higher blaſphemy?Bur theſe are the-right notes - 
of an 2dultreſle,to equall her felfe with her husband. Yea, 
what ſhould I ſay more? They hold thartthe authority of - 
the Church is aboue the Scriptures , which ſheweth ful. 
lie rhe notable pride and ſpirituall whoredome of their 
Church, | . 

2, The Church of Rome is Idolatrous, and therefore it 
is not the true Church, They fall downe before Idols and 
Images as the Heathen did, and therefore commit 1dola. 
trie as the Heathen did ; I ſpeake of the'manner of their 

bs Rs worſhip: 
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worfhip- for the heathen, howſoeuer they worſhipped nor 
the true God , yet they thought they worſhipped the true 
God,andtheir meaning was to worſhip the true God in the 
Image or Idoll,as the Papiſts likewiſe doe meane: for they 
ſay they be not ſuch fooles, as to thinke, or belecue that an 
Image or - Idoll(made of wood or ſtone )could be God:nei« 
ther were the heathen fo fooliſh as to thinke , or belecue, 
that their Idols or Images wete God,( for they knew they 
were made of woodor ſtone,or ſuch like;)bui(asrhey rook h 
it) rhey werſhipped Godin the ſmage, as the Papiſts fay | 
they doc: and therefore the caſe for the manner of worſhip 

is all one, Agzine; if the Papiſts doe not worſhip the Idot! 
er Image, why doe they bow downe yncoit? God com» 
mandeth,{aying, Thow ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe any grauen Exod.20, 
Image:ſo bat the very raking of Images to repreſenc God 
withall(whois a ſpirit eternall and inviſible) is Idolztry. A- / 


gainc he ſaith, 7 how ſhalt not bow downe to them nor worſhip 
rem, ©c.So that to bow down vmo them(though they be 's 
ſuppoled co repreſent God) 1s Idolatry: for God mult be : 
worſhipped in-ſuch ſort as himſelfe hath preſcribed, 8 noc 
otherwiſe, And thar it is flat Idolatry ro worſhip God ina- 
hy Image,is expreſſed & manifeſt by the childreniof Iſrael, 

when they made the golden Calfe to be a repreſentation of 

God ; forthe Text ſheweth that ic was Idolatry,for which'E x09. z3, 
many of.them wereplagued and puniſhed; and yer their 
me:ning was to worſhip the true God inthe calfe:for they - 
werenor ſo limple astothinke or beleeue that that dead 
Idol or Image was God:and therefore the Idolatry of the 
Church of Rome : is as groſſe 2nd wicked as theirs was, 
'Neither can the Papiſts helpe themielues in their wonted 
diftinction of Gracia, & aurge/a, affirming thee they giue to 
Images but Duliam, chat is ſervice; and to 'God Latriam, 
that is, wor/aip: ſhewing thereby, that both they worſhip » 7 
God, and ferue Images. But how-agreeth the Temple of | | 
God wich Images, ſzith Paxl; or what warrant haue they "y 
ro ſerue Images beſide God ? When Chrift himſelfe faith -*n'#*70- '» 


D 1%. 
( it is written.) Then ſhalt worſoip the Lord thy God and hins "pr : 94, 


encly ſhalt thaw ſernc. 
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And Pas! the Apofile doth likewiſe perſwade expreſſe- 
Iy,that men ſhould taurne from [dols ar Images toſerne the 
lining God,( where the word Dwlia is vied } whereby the 
Apoſtle doth ſhew , that- there is ſuch-an oppoſition be. 
tweene Images and the feruice 6f God, har he that ſerueth 
the ane cannot ſerue the other. God himſelfe diſliketh I- 
dols and Images vttcriy, {aying by the Prophet, chat they 
are ſo farre from being Lay-mens books (as the Papiſts terme 
them ) that they are no better then teachers of lyes, And 
Saint Johz himſelfe commandeth all Chriſtians to keepe 
themſclues from Idols : befides,it is Idolatrieto pray vnto 
any but God ; for Chriſt bidderh when men pray, not to 
call vpon the Virgin Mary, nor any other Saint depar- 
ted this life , but ypon God onely, When yee pray., ( ſaith 
he) ſay thus : Onr Father which art in heaxen, ec. Againe, 
Saint Par! ſaith, How /hallthey cal vpon him on whom, 
they haue not beleened ? Declaring thereby, that faith and 
prayer got together, We can call ypon none, but wee muſt 
conſequently alſobeleeue on him : bur we are to beleeue 
on nonebut;God ; therefore wee may ;pray-to none bur 
God; and cherefore the Church of Rome calling vpon 
Saints departed,committeth groſle Idolatry: for the Scrip- 
rureſhewerh ,. that God onely is to bee prayed vato. Be- 
fides, they teach in cheir Idolatrous Maſſe, or Sacrament 
of the Altar { asthey terme it ) after acertaine mumbling 
of words by the Prieſt , there is no bread nor wine remai- - 
ning, bur.thevery body and bloud of Chriſt: and thar 
peece of bread which is fhewed ( for bread ic fill appea- 
reth to bee, forall their magicall mumbling ) - they com- 
maund'to be adored and worſhipped.To adore or worſhip: 
any creature(ſuch as bread is ) is Idolatric : The Papiſtical 
Church doth the fame : Ergo, it is Idolatrous, Thaue pro= 
yed it before, that.it remaineth bread after the conſecration; 
& that Chriit cannot poſſibly be there,as touching the bo- 
dily ſubfance,becauſe in that reſpeSt he i» aſcended vp into 
heauen, and there fatteth onthe right hand of God b1z Father, 
vntill he come to indge the quick & the dead. And if they wil 
not beiccue diuine reftimonies thereinz yet the authority of 
| 1 Cicero 
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- Ciceroaheathen man might ſomewhat moue them, for in 


one place he ſaith: Que tam amentem eſſe putas quiilluns 
gno veſcatur,Deum creaat eſſe?That is hong do you thin 


ſomad,as to beleene that which hee eateth tobe God? Inſo ——_— 


much therfore as the Church of Rome doth worſhi p bread 
as if it were God, it is manifeſt they be grofle Idolaters, 
And conſequently their Church cannot be the true Church 
of God on earth, 

3- The Papiſt doe not deny Chriſt in words, but if we 
examine themby particulars, we ſhall finde that in deed 
they doe: as for example, we know that the right faith be- 
lecueth Ch1ift Jeſus to be both God and Man, which the 
Church of Rome in words will alſo affirme: but vrge them 
inthis point of rhe Sacrament, & then they bewray them= 
ſelues,that they beleeue not Chriſt to haue a true body:for 
when they are preſſed with this that the body of Chriſt 
cannot be both in heauen and in earth at one and the ſelfe- 
ſame time,becaulc it is againſt the nature of atrue body fo 
to be: then they become Yb:quitaries,and fay,that becauſe 
the God-head of Chrift is euery where,therfore his huma- 
nity is euery where. But this is no good conſequent ; for 
the God-head and humanity are of ſcuerall natures, And if 
his body and fleſh were every where, as his God-head is; 
how is that true which'the Angell ſpake, ſaying : Surrexit, 


2203 eſt hic : He is riſen,he #5 not here ? for theſe words ſhew at. a8. 6, 


that his body and fleth is not euery where, Againe, if he 
were euery where in reſpeR of his humarity,how is it true 
that he aſcended into heauen? For that word, aſcenſion, 
doth ſhew that his bodily preſence did remooue from one 
place toanother; and then was itnot inthat place from 
whence it did remoue, 

Laſtly:it is the propertie of a diuinenature to be euery 
where : and therefore whileſt they defend chis vbiquirie of 
the fleſh of Chri/},it is as much as if they ſhould ſay ,rhat the 
fleſh of Chriſt is turned into God(which js 2 groſſe bereſie. ) 
And thus icappearetb,that the Papiſts doe,with the Euty- 
chians,deny thar Chriſt hath a true body, when they hold 


thar(comrary to the nazure of a true body ) it may bein 
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divers places at once ; yea,cuery where: and therefore de- 
nying Chriſtto haue a true bodie, theyare not the rruc 
Church. And ſo muchfor theirerror concerning the per= 
ſon of Chriſt, | 
4 Now for the office of Chrift ( for his perſon ard his 
office bee two chiefe things which wee are all to regard.) 
The Papifts will yeeld with vs , that it confiſteth'in theſe 
three points ; namely that he is both aProphet, a Prieſt, 
and a King,This]I fay in words they will acknowledge, bur 
in deeds and verity they doe not : for in reſpeR that Chriſt 
js our Prophet , which ſhould and dia reueale bis Fathers 
will voto the world , wee ought to bee content with his 
voice, - and ſearch nofurther then he hath reuealed in the 
Scriptures. But the Papiſts are not ſo contented, but they 
hold that their vnwritten traditions and Popiſh Canons, 
muſt alſo be recejued ypon like perill of damnation, as be. 
fore I ſhewed. Concerning the Prieſt-hood of Chriſt, it 
conſiſteth in two things, namely, the offering vp of himſclfe 
once for a full, perfect & ſufficient ſacrifice : And hy intey- 
ceſſion with his Father,which yet remaineth alſo, and. ſhall 
doeto the worldsend.Both theſe the Papiſts annihilate,as 
I will proone. Firſt, concerning the ſacrifice and oblation 
of Chrift,there is no doubt, bur being 6nce done vpon the 
Croſſe, it was a moſt full, perfeR, and ſatisfaRory ſacrifice 
to deliver both acz/pa & pena, fromthe guiltinefſe, and 
the puniſhment incident to that guilrineſſe : for otherwiſe, 
how ſhould Chriſt be Ieſus, rhar is, a Saujour,if he did not 
dcliuer vs from the puniſhment, as well as from the finne? 
But the Papiſts hoſd that Chriſt hath obtained by higpaſe 
Gon remiffion for dur finnes going before Baptiſme :but 
for finnes committed after Bapriſme, that his Paſſion hath 
taken away onely the guilrineſle , that the puniſhment re- 
maineth notwithſtanding ; whichis to be paid ih Purga- 
torie(as they fay) and ra bee redeemed by our owne fatis- 
factions ; and ſo they make the puniſhment due tofinne, 
which is indeed eternall in hell) to bee but remporariein 
Purgatorie,vypon fatisfaRions ( as they haue deviſed, ) But 
what can a man giue for the ranſome of his foule ? And it 
' © _ © et 
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appeareth before,cuen by the report of Angnftine, that the 
Catholike faith beleeuerh no Purgatorie, ſuch as they haue 


ingented,For as Saint Joh» ſaith, The blowd of Chrift is that *Tohn 1.7. 


which purgeth vs from all ſine: and that his moſt precious 
bloud is the only Purgatory we hold, and doth deliuer his 
people from the puniſhment due to ſinnes, as well as frem 


fins: for our puniſhment was laid vpon bim, and with his . 


ftripes we are healed,as the Prophet E/ay ſpeaketh, Againe, 
the Papiſts doe ſay, they offer yp Chriſt in their Maſle, 
which Maſſe they ſay is propitiatory, both for the lining & 
the dead. Firſt,for the dead it cannot be propitiatorie , nor- 
do good vnto;forgs the tree falleth,ſo it lieth:and as a man 
is found to die, ſo he goeth either to heauen or to hell, A 
third place which the Papiſts call Purgatory, there is nor. 
And if ary bee in heauen , their Maſſes can doe them no 
good; for they cnioy all good already. And ifany be in heli 
we know that Ex inferno nalarcdemptio; From hell there 
£5 xoredempion. And therefore for the dead it cannor bee 
propitiatorie,nor any thing elſe auaileable:8 for the liuing 
it cannot be propitiatory.Yea it is blaſphemous & deroga- 
tory tothe Paſſion of Chriſt once for all : for in as much as 
he is a Prieſt for cuer,after the order of Melchi/2dech, he is 
to die but once, which be did vpan the Crofle : whoſe ob- 
lation being perfect ( as the author co the Hebrewes ſpea- 
keth) needed not any other helpe(as of Mafle,or whatſoe- 
uer elſe )ro makeit perfeR:yea itis wicked, groſſe,blaſphe.. 
mous, anddamnable to ſuppoſe any imperfeRion in the 


{xcrifice and oblation of Ieſus Chriſt : for God twice cried 


with a loud yoice from heauen, ſaying, This is my beloued 
Soune i whom I am wellpleaſed. 

5- As touching the other part of his Prieſt-hood:namely, 
his interceſſion with his Father , whereby hee maketh re- 
queſt ynto God for vs, although the Papiſts aſcribe thac 
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chiefly ynto Chriſt ; yer what doe they elſe but cleane rob Rom. 8.34. 
him of it, when they affociate others with him? And name- Heb.7.25. 


ly,the Virgin A4ary,they call her the Oucene of heauen,the 

Gate of Paradiſe,their Life and Sweetneſſe, the Treaſure of 

Grace, therefnge of ſinners , and the meazatrix of men. 1 
-Agf ml og 


Pray. 


am . 
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pray, what doe they now leaue to Chriſt ? Yea when they 
fay thus to her: 


O Felix puerpera O happy Hother 

neſtra pians ſtelera, C )ſatisfing for our ſinners, 
iure mhtris snpera (by thy Motherly anthority 
Reaemptori that is JTcommanda the Redeemer. 


What greater blaſphemy to Chriſt could they have vere= 
red ? Iris cleare that S.Pas/ faith, There is but one God and 
ene Mediator between God & HMan,The Man Chrift Teſs: 

' I. Tim. 2.5. But the Papiſts be not con@art with him, but 
will haue many Mediators, S.Pazl (aith moreouer, that by 
hin we haue boldneſſe and acceſſe vutoGod: Ephiz.ar2.And 
therefore what fooliſh feare is ir of Papiſtsro appoint to 
themſclues othec Mediators > Sith therefore the Church of 
Rome doth not repute the one oblation of Telus Chriſt, and 
his interceſſi6 to be perfect, bur accuſeth chem of imperfe- 
Rion(asappeareth by their doRrine) ic cannot poſſibly be 
the true Church.Chriſt himſelf bjddeth to aske in no other 
name then his,8 promiſerth,that whatſocuer ſhal be asked 
in his name it ſhall be done : 7ohn 14.13.14. Chry/oftom: 
ſpeakingi/of the woman of Canaan, who though fhee were 

| a fianer,was bold to come vnto Chtiſt, ſaith thus; Ex pro. 
& Iyſoft.bom.12 dentiam hnins mulicris; non precatur 1 acobum,nox ſuppli- 
de. Canauea, cat Johann, non aait ad Petrum, nec Apoftolorum catum 
refpicit,aut vilum eornm requirit: ſed pro his omnibus peni- 
tentiam ſibi comitem aginnugit, + ad ipſum fontem progreats 
tur:Behold the wiſdom of this woma;ſhe doth not pray James, 
*> foe doth not beſeech Iohn,ſhe geethinot to Peter, ſhe looketh not 
to the company of the Apoſtles, neither doth requeſt of any of 
- them,but for all thu fhe taketh repentance ſor her companion, 
- Kaders him. and goeth to the wery fountaine t felfe, nd againe he ſaith, 
that to hawe acceſſe vnto God, nhil epus eft atrienſs ſerus vel 
anterceſſore,ſed di6,miſerere mei Denus:1s enimte audit que* 
cungque fis loco, vndecunque tunocetur:We hane no need of 
any { ourtly attendant or interceſſor but ſay, Hane mercy vp- 
en me O God; for he heareth thee 4nwhat place ſoencr thou 
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art, andfrom what place ſoener thou calleſf upon him. Am. 


broſe likewiſe anſwereth the carnall reaſon of the Papiſts : 
Solent (faith he)miſera vts excnſatione, dicentes, per iftos 
Poſſe ire ad Den, fient per Comites itur ad Reges.Ideo ad Re. 
gem per tribunos, &comites it ur,quia homo viique eſt Rec: 
ail Deum autem,qaem viique nihil later, ſaffragatore nou 
eft opus, ſed mente denota. Vbicunque enim tals locutus fur. 
rit,reſpondebit ili, Thatis, They are wont to vſe apitifull 
excuſe, ſaying, By theſe(Saints)they may hane acceſſe vato 
Goda, as by Earles there iz acceſſe to Kings. Thereforeis it 
that by Officers and Earles,acceſſe is made tothe King, be- 
canſe the King himſ#lfe is aman. But to come to Gedf 097 
. whom nothing ts hid )there is no need of a ſpokeſman, but of 
a denout mind ; for whereſoeuer ſuch a one ſpeakethtohim, 
he will anſwer him.The Church of Rome therefore, which 
accounteth not of the ſufficiency and perfeRion of that one 
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oblation of Chrift,nor of his continuall interceffion, cannot Iames 4. 1 3, 


poſlibly be the crue Church, 

6. The Papiſts in words will not deny but Chriſt is a 
King, which hath all power in heauen and in earth. Pur 
indeed it appeareth they doc exile and baniſh him our of 
his Kipgdom?,os-at leaſt Jeaue him but a ſmall portion, or 
raghettdione ar all;for inreſpe& that he is a ſpirituall King, 
andthe King of his Church, he is alſo (as Saint James ſpea- 
keth)the onely Law-giuer thereunto, and therefore by his 
lawes only,the Church is to be gouerned, which they can- 
not abide : for they adde their Popiſh Canons, Conftituti= 
ons, and Cuſtomes, whereby they will have the Church 
gouerned: yea they will haue theſe take place, rhough 
they vtterly diſplace the word of God,for the maintenance 
of them. Secondly,Chriſt only is ro raigne in the conſcien- 
ces of men,and vetthe Popeclaimerh power to bind mens 
conſciences by his lawes, ſtatutes, and decrees. Thirdly, 
hee claimeth moſ? traiteroufly robe the head of tne whole 
vniuerfall Church, which title by way of prerogative is gi- 
uen and attributed onely to Tefus Chrift (ro whorn jt onely 
appertaineth.) But before I proceed any further herein, I 
- demand of the Pope and Papiſts ;*-when, and-by what 
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Tight,he theic proud Pope'taketh-vpon-himthis title tobe 
head ofthe Church,or vaiuerſall Biſhop ouer all the Chri- 
ſian world ( by vertue of which title he taketh vpon him 
co tute as he liſt, and ro. do what he KR.)Firſt,to claime it as 
ſucceflor to Peter,is impoſſible; for-that Pexey the ApoRile 
neuer had any ſuchticle, preheminence, or authoritic ouer 
the reſt of the Apeſiles, | 
Ir is crue that Chrift{2id to Peter(after he had confeſſed 


.. Chriſt tobe tharChriſt,the Senne of the living God)Thos 


art Peter and vponthisrocke will I build my Church,Theſe 
words hitherto giue no ſuperiority to Peter aboue the reſt: 
only they ſhew that the Church isbuilded or ſuper Pe- 
trum, ſed ſaper Petram : not vpon the perſon of Peter , but 
vpou the Rocke: and vpon what Rocke? namely,vpon that 
Chriſt Iefus whom Perey contefſeth to be the Sonne of the 


| lining God. For that confeſſion of Peter concerning Teſus 


to be that Chriſt the Son of the luing God ; is the Rocke 
whereupon the Church is builded :foras $. Parlexpoun- 
deth and affirmeth, )-O ther fonnaation can no man lay, but 
that whichis laid already;namely, Ielus Chrift. And in ano 
ther place he ſaith expreſlely ; thar that Rocke was Chriſt. 
And Chriſt himſelfe affirmeth likewiſe, that he that heareth 
his words and doth them,is likened to one that bnildmthss 
houſe upon arocks: ſhewing thereby, that he , and his was 
and Dottrine,be the rocke,againſt which the gates of hell hal 
nexer ,prewaile, Agrecable hereunro ſpeaketh Saint 
Paulagaine when hee ſaith ,- that the Church is builded 
pon the foundation of the Prophets and: ApoFiles, Chrift 
le(us himſelſe bering the Head ſtone inthe corner. Where: 
then ſhall wee finde that Peper. was made Prince of the 
Apoſtles; to rule ouer all che refl, as the Pope now doth? 
The Papiſts anſwer , chatinthe next words, when Chriſt 
gue vnto Peter by ſpeciall name,the keyes of binding and 
loofing , bee thereby made Peter the Prince and yniuers 
fall Biſhop - of the whole Church. '_ But heretinto I ſay, 
that Chriſt therein gaue no authority more to Peter, then 
to the reſt; that at this time the keyes were not giuen to 
him,nox tothe ref, onely there was 2 promiſe that'they 
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ſhould be given: for the words be not inthe preſent tenſe. 
Do t4bi I giue onto thee : but in the future tenſe , Dabs 1:55 
1 will gine vatothee ; which promiſe of Chriſt was after- 
ward truly performed 8 when it was performed,the keys, 
that is, the power of binding & loofing finners, was given 
not onely to Peter, but to Peter, and all the reſt together, 
3s Saint Thy in his Goſpell cleerely declarerh and auouch. 
eth.Now becauſe Perer was the man that gaue anſwer for 
himſelfe and the reſt , therefore our Saniour Chrift ſpake 
perſonally vnto Peter, and ſo both Cypriaz and Anuguitine 
doe expound and declare it. Ocherwile, neither in thepro- 
miſe of the keyes, nor yet inthe receit of the ſame did 
Peter receiue any more authority or ſuperiority then the 
reſt of the Apoſtles did. Ipgrant he was called prin, bee 
cauſe he was of the firſt that was called to the Apoſileſhip; 
or becauſe he was the firſt of all the Apoſiles , that confel» 
ſed Chriſt to be the Meſfias and Sonne of the living God: 
or becauſe he was readieſt alwaies to ſpeake and anſwer, 
But all this doth not prooue that hee had authority ouer 
the reſt, ora larger commiſſion then the reſt, Yea, the 
words of their commiſſion doth ſhew the contrary, name- 
ly,that they had all equall authority : for it was thus made 
ynto them all indifferently , and without putting a diffe- 
rence,namely;Goe ye and teach all Nations, Baptizing thens 
:n the Name of the Father,and of the Soune, and of the holy 
Ghoſt,teaching them to obſerue all things whatſd:ner I han 
commanaed you: Matth.28.19.20.Runne ouer all thar re= 
maineth wriztten,and you ſhall finde that Pezer was one of 
the twelue,equall with the reſt, and their fellow , bur not 
their Lord, Where was Peters ſuperiority, when Pax/re- 
prooued him to his face ? Gal. 2.11, when being accu. 
{ed,he pleadeth no priviledge, but for the clecring of him-+ 
ſelfe,and ſatisfaRtion of others ; he anſwereth to that acct. 
ſation? Where was Petersauthority ouerthe reſt , when 
the reft ſent him,and /ohbx vnto Samaria ? As the cleuenth 
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Chapter,che third and fourth verſes : and alſo in As the 


eighth Chapter,and the foureteenth verſe. In that he wenr 


at their ſending}he plainely ſheweth that he bad no princi-. 
Wa pality, 
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. -pality ouer them, Where was his preheminence or autho- 


rity,whenin a Councell held at Ieruſalem, where the Apo- 


-—> files were,yet not Petey but James ruled: the ation,8: ac- 


cording to his ſentence was the decree made, As 15.13. 
&c,Yea,I ſay moreouer, that when there was contention a- 
mongſt the Apoſtles, who ſhould be chiefe among them, 
Chriſt cold them plainly,char Kings of Nations might bear 
rule ener their people, and that great men vnder thoſe kings 
might likewiſe exerciſe authority oner other , but ſo might 
ot they doe one ouer another. Luk. 22.25.26, &c. But the 
greateft amongſt them ſhonld be as the leaftgand as a ſernant: 
ea, ſhould be the leaſt and ſhonld be a ſernant, as is declared 
in CHar.20.25,26.and in Xarke 10.42.43. 

If the greateſt muſt be as the leaft, what authority bach 
he aboue the leaſt ? For thenhath the leaſt as great autho- 
ritie as the greatelt ; that is,they haue all equall autherity. 
I maruell therefore what the Pope and Papiſts\ meane, 
contrarie to the tenour of the Commiſſion of Chriſt, can« 
traty to the pratiſe of Peter himſclfe, and contrary to this 
decree made by Chriſt of their equality , to ſay notwith- 
tanding that Peter wzs prince of the Apoſtles,and had au- 
thority ouer them all : when as indeed it is manifeſt by all 
the Scriptures and courſe of his life,be neither claimed nor 
had any authority ouer the reſt more then the reſt had ouer 
him,and conſequently the Pope of Rome can neuer claime 
that as Succeſſour tro-Peter, which was neucr in Peter his 
ſuppoſed Predeceſlor. 


The Papiſts perceiving that the Scriptures make nothing 


. forthem, bur againſtthew, {(becaute they would haue 


the matter coloured with ſome antiquity, or ſhew of anti 
quity at the leaſt) haue deviſed ſome counterfeit and for- 
ged Authors,( as Aracletss, and eAwicets,and ſuch like) 
ro ſpeake ſomething for then. But the falſchood of all 
thoſe,is diſcouered by other writers ( if they be well mar- 
ked.) In C:prians time it was deemed a matter odious for - 
any to take ypon him to be Biſhop of Biſhops, as appea- 
reth by that voyce which he crieth in the Councell of Car- 
thage, It was likewiſe decreed in the African _—_ 
tnat, 
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that none ſhould be called Priefor Prieſts; or Archprieftz 
orany ſuch like. The Councell of Nicedid deerce, thas the 
Biſhop of Rome ſhould .keepehimſclte within the com- 
paſſe of his prouince,and not exceed/his- bounds; ashtKes 
wite the Biſhops of Antioch; lecuiaiem,\.end-Conftintinos 
ple were to doe the like. Ottiers Councels'; did*affirme as 
much,(which. becauſe they are fufficiently knowne, I need 
not to recite.) But they all ſheiv, thar ar thoſe times the Bi- 
thop of Rome badno greater Tarifdiftion then within his , 
owne prouince , andthat he could not meddle within the 
Provinces of other Biſhops, And Hieromz of his time faith; 6s 
that the Biſhop of Eugubium,or any other the leaft Sea, is _— —_— 
equall ro the Biſhop of Rome. The title of 'vninerfall Bi- 
ſhop,was much deſited of To Biſhop of Conſtantinople, 
and much contention there was abour- it;bur- it-was Heuer 
obtained of rhe Biſhop vf Rome, - vitill the time of Boujzs® * 
face the third , who procured:that title of Phocas that wic= 
ked Emperour of Rome: afrer which, the Biſhops of Rome 
neuer ceafed ftillro augment their: dignity, :and- increaſe 
the pride of the Romiſh Sea. And euen at rhe'yery firſt 
time when Jobs Biſhop of Conſtantmoþle?, ſought ro get 
that title of vnivietſz1| Biſhop to his Sea , Gregorze then Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, did himſelfe ſtand againft it mightily, and 
affirmeth that he could be no lefſe then Antichriſt whoſoe- 
ver did take ynto himthat Title, ' Firſt therefore it'ismani- 
feſt, that vnrill the tinie of Gregory Biſhop of Rome, an vni- 
uerſall Biſhop wes nor heard of inthe Ghurch ,, and Boxs- 
face the Third-,' was the firft Biſhop of Rome that got this 
title, which was about fix hundred yeeres after Chriſt, And "y : 
beſides, how will the Biſhop 'of Rome that now is, auoide if —_ 4 
himſelſe co be-Antichrift, fithby'rhe expreſle determinati- ;s..9 wa, 6. 
on of Gregorie Biſhop of Rome, his Predeceſſor, he is con- e718, 20.28.29, 
demned for Antichriſt, in as.muGh a3 be hath this title, and 30- 
is not aſhamed thereof ? For what is this cHfe; bur't6 cone 
. inthe placeof Chriſt, -and-confequently tobe Antichriſt; 
vſurping the'prerogativeticle of Chrift Jeſus? But che Pope 
ſajth;, that though he claime thus ro bee the head of the 
Church ,.yet: he doth not:name* himlelfe to bee otherwiſe 
We | then 
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then a Minifteridilbead;& .cobe Chrifts Vicar on earth.Bar 


why will he be ſs-arrogant as to challenge this ticle, with- 
 aut}awfull.conyeiance made voto him from Chriſt, which 
be cannot ſhew? For who daretake ypon bim tobe a Lieu- 
3 tenant $0.an eatihly Prince ,* withour Letcers Patents firſt 
2M ' bad from the Prigce?Againezche Church of Chriſt,on earch 
| beings. achafte Spouſe of her husband -2nd head Chrift 
Teſus; neither cannor ought to acknowledge any other for 
er head, then that her:busband to whom ſhe had plighted 
bes trotb.,Laftly, there can-be no ſucceſſour. , bur when. che 
by _ - predecefior.is: goue& abſent: bur Chriſt is alwaies preſent 
bo ob a 2003 xwirh bis Churchaccording to his owne words; Behold 1 
= - * - arawithyoutothe ena of themorid, Mat, 2.20. And there» 
"a : fore. be can haue neither; ſuceefors tor” Vicar: to repreſent 
His perſon, or eqgqide bis Chucch-'for his ſpirit (fince his 
- [beddyalſceofion )is the guide$: gouerngurof the Church 
in: bjs roome 7 Toh.xq-and 15,and.16, Forno man mortall 
.is appointed thereunts. I conclude therefore, that. for all 
_ -thele, cauſes, the Ghurch of Rome. caunot peſſibly be.the 
[ mc Ghurche :Þ ng bo noe eo an 
| > eeinf infif- 7 7 T he. Church of Rome doth-not aſcribe juſtification to 
EO lwark: faith.in Chcift Ieſus onely, bur ith c thar mens workes be 
; meritorious , and ta them partly is juſtification ro be aſcri- 
'bed.:.andfo.they.wake mens: imperfe& workes to be cau- 
ſes of faluation, whichys a grofle ;error , euen inthe foun- 
dation or fundamenrallpoint, -Saine- Port ſaith, That all 
are-inſtified freely by by grace: Rom. 3. 24»Itchey be iuſti- 
hed gras, freely (as heaffirmeth ) then ate they juliified 
withour any deſert-of gheirs. And Saint Pal ferteth down 
"* this Axiome:in che conc]uſtang#4 bold that aman is inftt- 
 fiedby faith;without the.workes of the Law :Rom. 3.28. Aud 
the Apoſtle in very-many places (whereof mencien.ſball be 
.. made hereafter}. doth cxprefly exclude workes from. be- 
£3 Ing any. cauſes of.qur juftificationy for indeed they. are the 
ih effects thereof., And. therefore it.appeareth to. bee a true 
| .poſition,thar fa:ch onely doth in5tsfie,, in as much: as jiuſtifi- 
cation is (in the fight of God ) imputed toour faith, norte 
our workes For Abraham beleened God and that wasim- 
wy pared 
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puted toibim for righteouſneſſe, 23 Paul ſpeaketh ,Rom.,4.8* 
And he ſheweth that e-{4braham was noriultified by works 
before God : for if Abraham were inſtified by workes, then 
ſrould he hawe wherein to glory, but not before God; and be» 
cauſe he had not wherein to glory before God, therefore 
he was not iuſtified inthe fight of God. I grant, that Saint 
Janes in his ſecond Chapter doth ſay , that Abraham was 
$ſtifiedby his workes when hee offered vp hs ſonne Iſaac at 
Gods Commandement, And likewiſe that he faith, that 
dman is inflified by works, and not by faith oxly, But before 
whom is he iuſtified by workes ? Not before God, butbe- 
fore men; thatisro fay , his workes doe declare voto men 
that faich whereby he is juſtified before God. And that this 
is the meaning of 'S. James, may appeareby that his ſaying 
where he faith, Shew vnro-me thy faith by thy works : thox 
ſaieft thou haſt faith,cthart is not enough, thy words doe not 
proue it,thy workes will; therefore (faith hee) ew me thy 
faith by thpworkes. This word(ſbew me)doth-manifeft whar 
minneref juſtification hee ſpeaketh of, . namely, ' that hee 

ſpeaketh of a juſtification befoze men, - For it is God that 

reſpeceth the faichof a man, whereby onely he is juſtified 

inbisfight: and it is men which reſpeR che works, where. - 
by indeede they teftifie vnto the world their faith to bee 
good before God, For (as Saints 7ames ſaith cruly ) faith 
without workes 15 but a deadfaith,and not good nor found, 
nor auaileable, Bur faith and workes muft goe together : 
and indeede where a crue faith is, there good workes will 
{hew.themſelues as the fruitesthereof, And thus Panland 


Zamesere to bereconciled ; which thing Thomas Aquinas 


2a ſchooleman of the Papiſts doth -himſcle plainely teſtifie, 
ſ2ying, thar ChriſtTeſus doth juſtifie efef1ne cftechylly ; 
Faith doth iuftifie apprehen/iu2,; by raking,hold of Chrilt : 


| ard good workes doe iuſtific dec/aratine,, that is, doe des 


clare vnta men- their juſtification before God. And ſs iris 
cleere ; that howſozuer atrue faith cannot bee without 
workes, as fire cannot be without light and heate : yer our 
iuſtification before God is to be .impured toour faith,nor 
to our workesz as warmth is to be imputed tothe heate - 

the 
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the fire,not'tothe lightobebe fire,,For ſoſaithS, Parulcx- 

prefiely, That, God; emputertscrighteanſneſſe, without workes, 

Rom. 4-6... Ang'againe;Tbat it 1 bygrace wot of workes,Ro. . 
I 1:6.And againe,Nfor.af Wer keg Roms, [| r.:Againe,S, Panl 

nw telleth che Saints, a6Bpheſys; ghar God hath ordained men ts 

= walke in good workes;yetbee ſaith that they may nor truſt 

- tobe ſagcd by rhety : +forhe-affirmeth, and afſureth them, 

'F That they are ſancd by grate, endnot by their workes,Epb.2. 

y 8.9, 10«Againe,he ſpeaketh in che perſon of bimſclfe, & of 

=P all che children.of God;aud fairb,z>'-that we are ſaucd not by 

| works,b ut by bis predeſtination and grace,yTim.1.9. Anda- 

gaine, Gods on, Sansour, wot for any workes which we bane 

done, but according to: bis owne mercy he bath ſaned vs.Tit.3. 

S .. '5zAnd diyers ©tber like places be.. Wherefore S.: H:/arie 

-  Hilarin Mat, hath thele very words(which:we hold)So/a fides iuſtificat: 

- Caps. Faith onely doth infjifie. And Ambroſe among other ſenten- 

Ambr.inRM:3 cochath chis: Non initificars hominem apud Deum nfi per 

figers': -T hat a\man ts 00t inflified vefore God , but by faith: 

whichis as much, as Faith enely doth iniisfic before God. 'S. 

Bafl doth ſay,: chat this is perfett and ſound reiogemg tn 

God,when a man doth not boaſt of his owne righteonſnefſe,but 

Co that he wanteth in himſelfe true righteonſneſſe , and 

that be is inftificdby faith onely:; And: Gregory N axtanzene 

faith, that #9 beleeneonly, 45 x5phreonſnes. And therefore it is 

euident borh by the expreſſe- teſtimeny of the Scriptures, 

and of the Fathers , that we hold thetruth in this bchalfe, 

S and tbat the Churchof Rome is in a marucilous error. It 

is tryue-which iSwritten, that exory ran aehkbe:rewarded ace 

cording tobe works 2: becauſethe fair of mentcis eſteemed 

and eſti, acd by their workes,as the tree is knowne by the 

OS fruite ; Bur there. is no text of Scriptiire'ts ſhew, tharany 

1+ Pp man #$ ſaued-Propter merita,forhis workes or merits; bur 

many texts of Fcriprute:to: the contrary , as -beforeappea- 

xeth, For when we-haue done all that we can, 'yerwe muft | 

ſay (as Chriſt commandeth ) ze are vuprofirable 'ſernants: 

Luke 17.10, And therefore the Papiſt, which teachworks 

meritorious,yea works:of fupercrogation auaileable to ſal- 

uation, as weil for others as: for themſelues, hold not = 

rienc 
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rjghtfaith and conſequently are nor the true Church, 
Bat if Tſhould ſhew all the corruptions of the Romiſh 


Church, I ſhould be infinite, neither am I able to number 77 Pope 4ni- 
them. will therefore concJude allthis diſcourſe;only with © wiſh, 


this 'argumect following, The Pope of Rome being the head 
of that Church,is that famous Antichriſt that was foreto!d 


.by Paal the Apoſile,and that is prefigured in theReuelati- 


on of Saint /ohn. Ergo,it is impoſſible that the Church of 
Rome ſhould bee the true-Church:for the Church of Anti. 
chrift(theugh it boalt neuer ſo much} cannet bee the true 
'Church,though it would faine be fo accountedg as many 
an harlot defireth to be reputed an honeſt woman, 
x One marke of that Antichriſt, Pay! ſheweth ro be this; 
2.Th.2:8.T hat he ſhonld exalt himſe(fe abone enery one that 
5 called God:he doth not fay aboue God, but aboue cucry 
one that is called God, John 10,34. Now thoſe whom the 


Scripture calleth:gods,we know to be ſuch as bee the Tud- 


ges & Magiſtrates of theEarth,Pſ.82, 6, who for that they. 
be in the place of God,and his Lieutenants,are vouchſafec 
(in Scripture) this high and honourable title of Gods. That 


-the Pope of Rome is ſuch a one as doth exalt himſelf aboue 


any ſuch god of the earth, namely, aboue all Princes and 


-magiſtrates,is a thing ſo well knowne, as Ineecd not to 


proue it: himſelfe by bis wicked practiſes,and his Teſuites, 
Seminaries, and Prieſts doe in their bookes manifeſt the 


ame ynto the world, 


2 Another marke of Antichriſt Pax ſetteth downe to 


'be rhis, namely,2 Theff. 2.4.7 hat he ſronld fit in the Temes 


ple of God flewing himſelfe ts be God, And Tpray what 
doth the Pope elſe, bur fit in the Temple of God as God 
who claiming the Apoſtolike Sea, hee taketh ypon him to 
be the head of the:Church , ' andto-rule'as he liſt:ro erat 
Princes, and:to depoſe them againe from their thrones; 
that he cannot erre; that he can forgine fines, matters that 
belong particularly to God,and to no other. What doth he 
elſe bur by theſe demonſtrations ſhew himfelfto be God, 
iv ſo much as he arrogaterh to himſelfe moſt prondly the 
authority of God himlelfe? which things che fixth m_—_ 
5 | G ; ( 
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of the Decretals,the Clementine, aud the Extranagants do 
abundantly tcftifie. For theſe-men were not conteot with 
that which e Lugelicus wrote in his Poetry, the beginning 
whereof is: Papa ſtupor mundi: The. Pope is the wonder © 
of the world: Nec Dems. es, nec homo,ſed nenter, &- inter v* 
trumque: Thou art not God, ne art thor man-: bat nenter, 
mit of both.Bur theſe Popes were bold to take vatothem- 
| {clues the very, name of God, and to acceprit,giuen of 0. 
thers;according as Pope S;x:zs the fourth when he ſhoutd 
firſt enter into Rome tn his dignitie papal], had made for 
him a Pagent ot Triumph, cunningly fixed ypon that gate | 
ofthe Citic he ſhouldenter at, hauing written ypon ix this 
blaſphemous verſs,dedicated ynto him: . 


Oraclo vocis minds moderaris habenas, 
Et merits interru,credera eſſe Dew, 


By Oracle of thine owne yoyce the-yorld thou gouerneſ? 
all. 

And worthily a Gad on carth men thinke , and doe thee 
call, _ | 


Yea, ſhall Iſaymore > The-Pope (if any man in the 
world )-doth cake ypon him much more then Luciferian' 
price( howſocuer to decejue the world with words)he cal- 
eth himſelf /2rume ſernorum D:1, a ſeruant of the ſervants 
of God, that he exalterh himſelfeuboue God himſclfe,and 
his worthip: forhe rakethvpon him to be aboue the Scrip- 
cures,and.to difpenſe with thewn at his pleaſure, and to al- 
low maters.contrary voto'them. + which God himlcife 
(whoſe will is immurabie, and reucaled therein} will not - 
doe,far.he and his word:will nptbeicontrary, Againe,here- 
by it is manifeſt hat heejexalterh/bimſelfe aboue God,,- in - 
as much. as there is Icfſe -danger and puniſhment, - for any 
thatbreaketh-avy of Gods Jawes, then for:one that brea- 
keth any the leaſt conſtitution of the Pope. Moreouer, hee 
claimerh authorityin-three places : Heauen , Earth, and 
Purgatory, and-that js-the reaſon hee weareth a Triple 

IE < Te Crone: 
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Crowne : ſo that bythis account and claime, he hath more 
and larger extended authority then God himſelfe:for ſuch 
athird place as Purgatory is,he knoweth not of, And whar 
doe theſe things but manifeſt him to exalt himſclfe exen 
aboue God, and all that is worſhipped ? 

3. Antichriſt is deſcribed ro be ſucha one as ſhould come 
in lying fignes,and falſe miracles and wonders: 2.7heſ;,2.9 
{whereby if it were poſſible, he would deceine the very ele?) 
And that this is verified inthe Pope and Popiſh Church; 
as #!] men know thathage been acquainted with theit kna. 
uerie,deceits,and {rands ; ſo let their Anrea L-genda, and 

* booke of Trophees teſtifie torhe whole world. 

- 4. S. Paul,2Theſe 2.8. ſhewerh by his name, that he that 
he ſpeaketh of, ſhould be g2youes, that is,f /awles perſon,or 

one ſubieft to no law; which is allo manifeltly verified in the 
Pope; for nolawes will hold him, neither diuine nor hu- 
mane: for he claimeth to be aboue them all, and co change 
and alcer whathelif,and when helift,and co whom he lift: 
which the gloſſe ypon the Decretals dorh ceſtifie, ſaying 
thus of the Pope; Legs non ſabiacet vil;: that is, Hee 14 not 
ſabieft to any law.What is this elſe but to be g ayourgy alaw- 
lefle perſon,cuen the very fame whom S.Pax! ſpeaketh of? 
_ 5. $ 14b#inhis Reuelation doth pourtray Antichriſt and 
his ſear, by the name of the great whore, with whom baue 
committed fornication the Kings of the earth , and the inha« 
bitants of the earth hane been drunken with the wine of her 

fornication. T hiz worms is that great Citie, which had do- 
minion ouerthe Kings of the earth, at the time of this Rent 

Jation,as S. lohnexpreſly affirmeth, Rewe17. 18. It is well 
knowne,that there was then no other Citi which raigned 
ouer the Kings of che Earch, but onely Rome: and therfore 
Rome onely is and muſt needs bee the ſeate of Antichriſt: 
for no other can bee by this eaident and plaine deſcripti- 
on of Saint 7ohnifor Rome was the only Ciry of the world 
that raigned ouer the Kings of the earth, the head whereof 
was then the Emperor, but now the Pope;for the conditis 
of the firſt beaſt(namely,of the Romane Empire ciuil)is ai» 
tered & changed into an Eccleſiaſticall & Roman Empire; 
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-6Saint [24 in his Reuelation, 1.3.11. ſaw abeaft riſirg 
out of the Earth which had two horxes like the Lam'5,but he 
ſpake like the Dragon: 8.chen all chat is ſpoken of this beaft 
doth fitly and only agree to that man of Rome the Pope ; 
who though in ſhew he were the Lambe: for whar is more 
mild or humble,rhen to call himſelfe,the ſeruant of the ſer- 
uants of God 2 Yet indeed he plajeth the part of the Dra- 
gon, or Devill,hauing learned this cunning of Sathan;who 
Y though he be neuer ſo bad aſpirit,yet wil cransforme him- 
3 {eleinto an Angel of light, to deceine ſoules: 2 Cor.11. 14. 
"HR as the Apoſtle ſheweth. But here 2 wi/dom faith Tohn in thar 
Reuelation : L-t him that hath any wit con the number of 
the beaſt for it is the number of a man,& his number is 666 
Now becauſeche number. of this wicked Beaft containeth 
fix hundred fixty and fix, rene thinketh that this Anti- 
chriſtian beaſt ſhould be az7@yr; that is, a man of Italy, for 
_ the qumberofthe Beaſt is ſer downe in great letters , and: 
this Greeke word(Lateinos)doth make vp the iuſt number 
of fixe huadred fixtie fix, which is the number of the beaſts 
name. If any doe thioke, char though this Reuelation were 
written in Greeke,as being the more knowne & common : 
liguage,yetthart it was vetered to S. ohnin hebrew, becauſe 
'the Hebrew tongue is the holy.congue:& that 70h» himſelf 
was at hebrew or. Jew by nation, & that likewiſe diyers he- 
brew words are found in the Reuelation:(whoſe opinion is 
not valikely,but yery probable ) then ler him ſeeke our an 
Hebrew word which containeth that juſt number; here- 
in he neede not ſearch far, or to ftudy.much vpon the mat- 
rer:forthe HebrewwordRomyreh(that is Romavns a mar of 
Rome,in Engliſh)doth in thoſe hebrew letters containe the 
zuſt number of fix bundred fixty fix,which js th? number of 
the nzme of that Antichriſtia beaſt, And ſo by the number 
ofthe name co beaccounted,either by Greek letters, or by 
Hebrew letters,it is perfeRly agreeing to that mr of Rome 
the Pope. All the marks agreeing to Antichriſt (whatſocuer 
they be )are found fully & only accompliſhed in the Pope; 
and therefore there is no doubt but he is that notable An. 
tichriſt, of whom Pax/and Saint [obs in bis Reuclation do 
a ot RN teſtifie 
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teſtifie ; and conſequently the Church of Rzm? being nox 
the true Church of Carift, bur contrariwile , the viſible 
Church cf Antichriſt, is juſtly foxſaken,and for cuer ro be 
forſaken of all Chriſtians, as they tender their (aliacionia 
Teſus Chriſt : to whom: onely they: haus betrothed thems- 
ſeluzs,and tro whom they mnſt remaine conftant for cure. 
more; which God grant vs all to do, Ames, 


CHAP. VI. 


Arainſt Schiſmse and Schiſmaticall Synagogues, 


Aw Aany there be, who of a godly and zealous 
Y minde, doe in goed ſort ſeeke Reformati- 
41S) on, and for (that Church-gouernemenr, 
which Chriſt hiniſelfe bath inflituted in 
DO his Church, whom I neither dare, nor do 
reproue 1 others there bee,that {ecke refor- 
mation amiſſe , with venomous and flanderous toogues, 
railing , and reviling againſt thoſe which ynderitand it; 
which things doe neither grace themſelues, ner yet the 
cauſe which they would preterre:otherſome there be, who 
to make the canſe of reformation odious, do ſay, that it 
 abeliſhech her Maieſties ſupreme gouernment and authg- 
rity in cauſes Ecclefiafticall.I would with al men to ſpeake 
the truth,and to ſecke the prefermevt of Gods truth, in a 
dutifull, peaceable, and charitable ſort, Let the-caule be 
madeno worſe then itis. For my part, Idefire no more 
chen euery Chriſtian ought, namely, that the truth of God 
ſhould carie the preheminence,whatſoeuer it be. 

And { would to Godthat(all malice and contention ſet 
apart) all of all parts would grow more charicably aftected 
both in their words,and in their writings one towards alt= 
other : for ſo would thjs controuerfic ſooner cometo an 
end.,and the more ſpeedily bee decided, Others therebee, 
who forthat in ſo long rime they cannot ſee their deſired 
diſcipline & Church-goucrnmentto be eftabliſhed, rune 
from our Church,and make a moo and ſeperation from 
| he | Ve,. 
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dick dothnoxprouchim co bee no Miniſter ; neither-doth any 


Gods Arr againi? Atheifts, © 
vs,creaing diſcipline by their own authority,condemning 
our Churchto be no Church, that they may make their de. 
teſtable Schiſme the more allowable : theſe are the Brow- 
nifts and Barowiſts: who will netftay:the chiefe Magi- 
Rracespleaſurefor the eſtybiiſhing thereof: not yet allow 
ynto vs any Church in England; butchemſeJues, But chey 
(for againit chentI deale )and you muft vnderftand, that a 
Church may be,yeaa true Church may be and is,though ir 


 baue neither Elders, nor Deacons, nor Diſcipline in it, for 


wee reade in Acts 2, verſ. 41.42.43.47. of an aſſembly ef 


people at Icruſalem , that rgceived the word of God and 


beleeved,and which are expreſly called a Church, ( and 
who can or dare deny them.co be the true Charch of God, 
lth the holy Ghoſt doth 4oteſlifie of them?)and yet at tha 
time no Deacons werecholen, norconſiftories of Elders e- 
xeted,For they were net erected tilafterward.'And chgre- 


fore atrte Church of God may be, though as yet it hauc 


not theſe;farthis defired diſcipline is not an efſentiall part 
of the Charch:fer ic doth reſemble the wall of a City,or an 
hedge or-ditch about-a vineyatd; & it is a City though the 
wallbe wanting,and it is a vineyard, though thehiedge or 
ditch be watiog;though ſo much theleile fortified I grant, 
Inas muchthetfore as we haue the preaching of Gods ho- 


ly word. &the rightadminiltratisofthe Sacraments(which 


bee the efſentiall markes of the true Church-) none ought 
to forſake our Church for any other defeR, corruption, or 
imperfeRion. ;For there may be. corruptions both:in do- 
Qrine and diſcipline ſome, and yet the Church where thcy 
be,ihecrue Church ef Ged, Admit (if they will) that Mi- 
nifters in the Church 'of England bee nor rightly created 
and broughe into the Church; will they therefore count 
they be no' Miniſters? By as good an argument they may 
fay;that hethat is brought & borne into the world, notac- 
cording tothe right courſe or order of nature, but other- 
wiſe(as by ripping of his mathers belly is no man : for the 
one cometh vynorderly intothe world,as the other doth in- 
tothe Church. Jam fureche corruptordinatis ofa Miniſter 


other 
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ercortuption in our Church take away the lifeand be. 
i92.of a Church:forifa man be diſeaſed and full of corrup. 
tions, wil any man therefore ſay he is no man? They ſay we 
do not only want the right diſcipline, but we haue aiſo put 
a wrong diſcipline inthe place therof, Bur what ofthis?The 
error then I confeſſe is great, but yer not ſuch as doth make 
a nullity of our Church, ſo long as it hofdeth Chriſt Jeſus 
the life & ſoule of the Chyrch,and is zeady to reforme her 
error; wheſocuer by good proofe it ſhall be mariiefled vn- 
to her, In the meane time their argumet is nothing worth: 
for if a man loſe aleg or arme,yet none wil deny him to be 
a man for all this blemiſh or defe; yea, though he pur a 
wodden leg inſtead of his leg which he wanteth, yer he re- 
maineth a man Qijl;becauſe his principall parts remaine.So 
cbough we want that diſcipline, yet we haue tbe Princip all 
parts of the Church , namely , theright prezching of the 
word of God and adminiſtration of Sacraments,and there. 


Nete. 


A $imile, 


fore a true Church of God vndonbtedly. And if we haue-a - 


trne Church,chovgh not aperfeRt church,letthe Browniſts 
and Barowifts confider from whence they are fallen:for if 
the Charch of Chriſt be the body of Chiift,as'S. Pan affire 
meth;whet doe they elie bur by their Schiſme and fepara- 
tion,rent themſclues from the body of Chriſt?and then le: 

them remember whoſe members they be, yntil they be re- 
vnited, Let them nolonger for ſhame, charge our Church 

with Idolatry , except they were betcer able to prooue ir, 

which neither they nor all the world ſhall doe, To fay (as 
they ſay )thar a ſer forme of Prayer-yſed inthe:Church, & 
exhibited vato God, the prayer being framed accordin 
tothe rule. of Gods word,is Idolatry;is deteſtable, For by 
2$ good reafon they may condemae all prayer made to 
God by the Preacher or Paſtor of the congregation; which 


they will not. dee:and beſides, all the reformed Churches 


in Chrifiendome baue a ſet forme. of: publique prayers for 
puivlike meetings and congregations, 
They ſay that wee obferue Saints daies, and dedicate 


Churches ynto them : but they ſhould ſhew thar wee doe 


racſcthings in honour of the S2ints,clſc haue they no zea- - 
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ſon tochirge our Church with idalatrie(as wickedly 


doe )for the ſtature it ſelfe doth exprefie, that our >a 2 
doth call them Holy.daies,not for the Saints ſake, burfor 
the holy exerciſes yſedypon them.in the publike afſem= 
biies. Againe, true itis;that'diuers-Churches amongſt ys 
are called by the names ofthoſe Saints they are dedicated 
ynto + bur to ſay therefore we doe dedicate Churches vn- 
to them,itis very ridiculous.For when we cal Saint Peters 
Church , orS: PaxlsChurch, it isbuc to diſtinguiſh'them 
fromother Churches by their names. In Athers there was 
a place which bare thename of £97ars,and S, Lake in AF. 
17.calleth it Mars-fireet ; will any man therefore bee ſo 
foolifh;or ſo fond,as to {ay therefore he committed 1dola- 
try,orthaf therfore he dedicated thatplace ts that heathen 
godof batrell? None Tchinke will be fo wicked or abſurd, 

Moreouer,it is true that wee obſerue faſting dajes : bur 
therein we obſerue no Romiſh faſts, nor place thereinthe 
aworſhip'of God, nor the remiſfion.of our fins, nor the me. 
-ridofeternalllife(as the Papiſts do.)Bur the policike lawes 


- "of thisiand, which appoint that men hal noceate fleſh vp- 


on.certatne daies,doit in reſpeft ofthe Common-wealth, 
23 to maintaine Naujgarion ſo much the better, and for 
ſpare of che breedof young cattell; appointing moreover 
apetialtie for ſuch as ſhalttake the dajes to be obſerued, as 
gneritorious Romillr fafts, Fe: 

' Ttherefore wiſtithem toceaſe their Aander againſt this 
Church,andtoceaſc their damnable ſchiſme,and to be re. 
conciled rothae Church of outs 5 from whence they haue 
foolifhly departed zforhow imperfe&t a Church ſocucr it 
bte(whoſeimperfeRions God cure in his pood time,)yet 

ſhall they neuer beableto ſhew orberwiſe, but that the 
Churchof Englandisthetrue Church of God, 

from which ic'is vererly vnlawfull to make 
: 2 *2 2 ſeparation.God forgive vs all, 
| and reconcile vs ynto 
him, Ames. 


